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TROUT TALK 
 

The Official Newsletter of Western New York Trout Unlimited  (www.wnytroutunlimited.org)     January, 2010                          

OFFICERS  

Gary CoonsðPresident    yragsnooc@juno.com 

7329 Townline Rd, N. Tonawanda  NY 14120  (695-1003) 

Gene Romanyshyn-Vice President 

5289 Roberts Rd., Hamburg  NY 14075   (491-6111) 

Antoinette Grote-Secretary (684-9523) 

Tony Messina-Treasurer 

33 Deveraux, Buffalo, NY 14214  (832-8517) amessina@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEES  

Awards-Dave Tooke (688-7492) 

Education-Antoinette Grote (684-9523) 

Library-Nick Pionessa (683-1873) 

Membership-Larry Bolster  (688-5836) 

Fly tying sessions-Len Bigaj (826-4178) 

Resource protection-Gary Coons (695-1003) 

Salmon & Steelhead-Don Kwiatkowski  (894-9807) & Nick Pionessa 

Shows-Len Bigaj (826-4178) 

 Spring Banquet-Len Bigaj (826-4178)  

Stream Projects-Chuck Godfrey (675-0057) 

Sunshine-Dee Maciejewski  (655-1331) 

Website: Ric Toczek  webmaster@wnytroutunlimited.org 

Welcome-Len Bigaj  (826-4178) 

Video Library-Jim Zak  (894-7301) 

Erie County Federation Reps: 

 Chuck Godfrey  (675-0057)  steelheader@cheekcentfcu.net 

State Council Delegates: 

 Chuck Godfrey (675-0057) 

 Gene Romanyshyn (627-2888) 

Newsletter: Russell Shefrin    AdkRuss@roadrunner.com 

 

(This is an expanded version of the print newsletter.) 

Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:  Tuesday, January 26, 2010, 7:30 pm at the Donovan American 

Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York.   Fly tying begins at 6pm.  Please bri ng black 

thread, because we will be tying the ñBrassieò fly. 

 

The presenters, for the entertainment portion of the meeting,  will be biologists Scott Cornett and Jim 

Zanett, of Region 9,  NYS Department of Environmental Conservation, who will discuss the results from 

2009 survey work on several streams, potential changes to the Ischua Creek Catch and Release Section 

regulations, and upcoming projects for 2010 (Genesee River diary program, etc.).  Mr. Cornett and Mr. 

Zanett will also answer questions from the audience.  This, the annual presentation by our friends at the 

DEC, is one of the most popular of the year.  Because of the distances which Mr. Cornett and Mr. Zanett 

have to travel, their presentation will be the first item on the agenda at the meeting.  Please join us. 

 

Presidentôs Report 

Greetings, fellow TUers, 

The holiday decorations are put away, the rush of the season has been quelled; I sit at my computer, reflecting on 

the past year. As I remember each event, I ask myself how I could do it better. I truly dislike resolutions, easily 
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made and just as easily broken. However, setting realistic goals and making plans that move towards their 

fulfillment is often done in the first months of a new year.  

Though many think this is the time of year for a ñlights outò or hiatus, plans for upcoming stream improvement 

projects are in the works.  The focus on protecting the cold water resource is continual. I have attended more public 

hearings concerning environmental issues this time of year than at any other. Sportsman and anglers that we are, we 

need to stay involved in the process in order to protect the resource.  

Two issues that predominate are (1) the Great Lakes, and (2) protecting the inland resource threatened by natural 

gas exploration in the Marcellus shale formation. Let your representatives know your concerns. Iôm asking that you 

get involved. As a goal for the New Year, write a letter. Donôt assume the ñother guyò will. Donôt assume your 

representatives know what is important. Write them and tell them what IS important.  

Our guest speaker for the January meeting is very much in tune with our cold water resource. Scott Cornett, Senior 

Biologist for the Allegany office, Region 9, will be discussing the Wiscoy angler diary as well as electro-fishing 

results. Come out and see where your conservation dollars are being spent.  

I know Len Bigaj has submitted quite a bit of information on the upcoming fund raising and awards banquet, so I 

will not spend time on it.   Rather, I want to ask the membership to support the only event during the entire year 

which is exclusively designed for the membership. Unfortunately, less than 15% of our membership supports the 

banquet.  We can do better. 

Lastly, March is also the month of the Sportsman Show & Travel Expo. The exposure we get during the four days 

of this show is more intense than during the twelve days of the Erie County Fair. We have sportsman and anglers, 

and those interested in being sportsman and anglers, in one place, without the Fair rhetoric and sightseers. Len is 

the chapterôs coordinator for the booth at the show. Flies are needed for the inventory; and the Youth Fly Tying on 

Sunday should include one-on-one involvement.  

All these I have mentioned are goals. Set by myself. Set by you. Will this be the year you write one letter? Will this 

be the year you come to the banquet? Will this be the year you attend a meeting? Will this be the year you 

contribute more than just your license fee to the Conservation Fund?  

Itôs our resource, folks. Our stewardship of this resource IS important! We ALL live downstream. 

See you at the meeting. Please come out and support YOUR local chapter, become involved. 

 Gary Coons, WNYTU Chapter President.  

 

Announcements 

¶ A Report from Len Bigaj :   

 

Shows:  The next show will be the W. N. Y. Sport and Travel Show. It will take place at the Agri Center in 

Hamburg from March 11 through March 14.  The hours will be noon to 8pm on March 11 and March 12, 

10am to 8pm on March 13, and 10am to 5pm on March 14.  On the 14
th
, we will be fly tying with the 

children from noon to 4pm.  If you would like to help out, please call me, Len, at 826-4178.   

 

Project Healing Waters:  We will be fly  tying with the vets at the V.A. on January 14 and February 4, 

2010, from 6 pm to 8 pm.  Please let me know if you would like to help. 
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Annual Banquet:  The next banquet will take place on March 27, 2010, at Lucarelliôs Banquet Center.  

Our thanks to Century Printing for donating the printing of our Banquet and Grand Prize tickets again this 

year.  Some of the great items at this yearôs banquet include zippered waders, airline tickets, an up-right 

vacuum, fly rods and reels, a Florida golf outing, Lands End apparel, a Vera Bradly purse and wallet, 

Mikasa and Lenox accessories, T-Fal cookware, and much more.  If you cannot attend but are interested in 

the banquetôs Grand Prize drawing, we are pre-selling the raffle tickets.  The first winner will get a choice 

of a Sage 2xl 590 9ft. 5wt. 4pc. fly rod with an Orvis Mid-arbor fly reel (value $1000) or a Dell laptop 

computer with a T-Mobile Web-N-Walk card (value $500).  The raffle tickets are $10.00 each, or three for 

$20.00.  Mark your choice on your check, and I will fill out your ticket, return your stub, and enter it in the 

Grand Prize drawing.  If your entry is picked first, that is what you will win.  The winner need not be 

present.  Just send your check to Len Bigaj T.U., 58 Balen Drive, Lackawanna, N.Y. 14218.  Details for the 

Banquet, our major fund raiser, are contained in the announcement at the end of this newsletter. Please try 

to attend; we need your support! 

 

 

¶ News from DEC:  Mr. Scott Cornett,  Fishery Biologist at Region 9, reports that, during the 2008 trout 

season, Region 9 conducted an angler use survey on the Ischua Creek in Cattaraugus County.  The survey 

assessed the amount of fishing on the stream, the catch rate, and angler opinions regarding several trout 

management issues for Ischua Creek.  One purpose of the survey was to evaluate the success of a 2.2 mile-

long Catch and Release regulation in reaching its objectives which were set for it when it was established in 

October, 2004.  A summary of the survey findings are available at the DEC website 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/59688.html.   Mr. Cornett would like interested anglers to read the 

summary and then to send DEC their opinion as to whether to keep the above Catch and Release Section or 

to remove it.  The decision needs to be made by May, 2010. 

 

Results from the 2008 electrofishing survey of Ischua Creek, and data from 2009 surveys of Region 9 

waters, including Wiscoy Creek, are available at  http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/27272.html.   

 

Finally, Mr. Cornett points out that Mike Todd has put together a nice Lake Erie tributary steelhead fishing 

site at http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/60290.html.  

 

 

¶ Fly Fishing  and Fly Tying at the Lakeshore Central School:  Mr. Ray Marks announces that he will 

be conducting a fly fishing class at the Lakeshore Central School, beginning January 19, on Tuesdays from 

6:30 to 9pm.  All materials will be provided, including casting rods and reels.  The cost is $45, plus a $10 

lab fee (for tying materials, etc.).  Men, women, and children under 18 accompanied by an adult are 

welcome.  Please call the school, at 549-2270, to sign up.   

 

Mr. Marks will also begin a fly tying class at Lakeshore Central, on January 21, from 6:30 to 9:00pm. The 

cost is $39 plus a $10 lab fee.  Fly tyers will tie flies that can be used for steelhead as well as inland trout.  

To sign up, please call the school, at 549-2270. 

 

The fly fishing class will be held in the J.T. Waugh Auxiliary Gym, and the fly tying will take place in the 

Lakeshore Middle School library.  If you have any questions about the classes, you can call Ray Marks at 

549-1977. 

 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/59688.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/27272.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/60290.html
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¶ WNY Treasurerôs Report for the period November 1, 2009 through December 31, 2009 (Submitted 

by Anthony Messina): 

 

BALANCE AT NOVEMBER 1, 2009 (CHECKING ACCT.) 
 

$649.29 

      INFLOWS: TRANSFER FROM MONEY MARKET 
 

$650.00 
 

      

  
TOTAL INFLOWS 

 
$650.00 

      OUTFLOWS: FLY-TYING SUPPLIES 
  

$32.00 
 

 
MONTHLY MEETING 

  
$70.00 

 

 
DONATION 

  
$70.00 

 

 
NEWSLETTER PRINTING 

  
$122.00 

 

 
NEWSLETTER POSTAGE 

  
$220.00 

 

 
STREAM PROJECTS 

  
$140.43 

 

 
TRAVEL 

  
$255.25 

 

      

  
TOTAL OUTFLOWS: 

 
$909.68 

      BALANCE AT DECEMBER 31, 2009 (CHECKING ACCT.) 
 

$389.61 

      ****************** ********************************* ************** ************** ************** ************** 

      BALANCE AT NOVEMBER 1, 2009 (MONEY MARKET) 
 

$19,255.10 

      INFLOWS: INTEREST November/December 
 

$3.17 

      OUTFLOWS: TRANSFER TO CHECKING ACCOUNT 
  

$650.00 

      BALANCE AT DECEMBER 31, 2009 (MONEY MARKET) 
 

$18,608.27 

      

      ALL FUNDS ON DEPOSIT AT BANK OF AMERICA 
    

 

¶ Editorôs Note:  Our ñTrout Talkò newsletter is published in electronic format each month except for July, 

August, and December.  In order to contain costs, the print version is only available five times a year 

(January, February, June, September, and November).   Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial 

burden, to WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable.  Many of our members have agreed to 

forgo the print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email).  It would 

help our organization considerably (and perhaps save some trees and reduce the waste stream) if more of 

our members agreed to this arrangement.  There is a further advantage to the subscriber.  Specifically, the 

electronic version usually has more items than does the print version, often has pictures, etc., all because its 

length is not as constrained as is the paper form.  Wonôt you please consider adding your name to the list of 

those who receive, via e-mail, only the electronic newsletter?  All you have to do is send me your e-mail 
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and surface mail addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and remove your name from 

the paper mailing list.  Please give this matter some serious consideration.  I can be reached at 

AdkRuss@roadrunner.com. 

 

 

¶ Call for Articles:   Have a story to tell about on-stream experiences, cold water fisheries conservation, 

improving oneôs fishing skills, understanding salmonids, etc.?  Why not send it here and see if it is suitable 

for our newsletter?  Just email it to me, and Iôll take a look.  Or, if you have an idea, but would like some 

assistance in putting it into words, let me know; I might be able to help.   Looking forward to hearing from 

you!  Russ Shefrin, Editor. (AdkRuss@roadrunner.com.)    

 

 

As our Chapter President, Gary Coons, points out in his message, we all live downstream.  His observation calls to 

mind the watersheds that feed our streams and rivers.  These areas are vital to the health of the waters we love so 

much.  Now that most of our favorite streams are tucked under layers of snow and ice, it might be a good time to 

explore their watersheds.  Here in Western New York, we are fortunate to have some truly beautiful ones.  On a 

recent weekend, I strapped on my trusty snowshoes and trekked through a forested area in southern Erie County.  

Hereôs what I found.  Russ Shefrin, Ed. 

 

 

mailto:AdkRuss@roadrunner.com
mailto:AdkRuss@roadrunner.com
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTb_3TYtZIrbYA5QaJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdnJhMHUzBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1jr24err6/EXP=1222095955/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=brook+trout&ni=20&ei=UTF-8&fr=yfp-t-501&xargs=0&pstart=1&b=1&w=510&h=346&imgurl=www.classicnatureprints.com/pr.Pennsylvania Fish/pa.brook.trout.jpg&rurl=http://www.classicnatureprints.com/pr.Pennsylvania Fish/pa.brook.trout.html&size=45.1kB&name=pa.brook.trout.jpg&p=brook+trout&type=JPG&oid=2e42099d35e39818&no=1&tt=38,280&sigr=12dk1k5h7&sigi=125h616nd&sigb=13bqcf302
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