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TROUT TALK 
 

The Official Newsletter of Western New York Trout Unlimited  (www.wnytroutunlimited.org)     September, 2011                         

OFFICERS  

Gary Coons—President    yragsnooc@juno.com 

7329 Townline Rd, N. Tonawanda  NY 14120  (695-1003) 

Gene Romanyshyn-Vice President 

5289 Roberts Rd., Hamburg  NY 14075   (491-6111) 

Antoinette Grote-Secretary (684-9523) 

Tony Messina-Treasurer 

33 Deveraux, Buffalo, NY 14214  (832-8517) amessina@hotmail.com 

COMMITTEES 

Awards-Dave Tooke (688-7492) tkflytier@yahoo.com 

Education-Antoinette Grote (684-9523) 

Library-Nick Pionessa (683-1873) 

Membership-Larry Bolster  (688-5836) 

Fly tying sessions-Len Bigaj (826-4178) 

Resource protection-Gary Coons (695-1003) 

Salmon & Steelhead-Don Kwiatkowski  (894-9807) & Nick Pionessa 

Shows-Len Bigaj (826-4178) 

 Spring Banquet-Len Bigaj (826-4178)  

Stream Projects-Chuck Godfrey (675-0057) 

Sunshine-Dee Maciejewski  (655-1331) 

Website: Ric Toczek  webmaster@wnytroutunlimited.org 

Welcome-Len Bigaj  (826-4178) 

Video Library-Jim Zak  (894-7301) 

Erie County Federation Reps: 

 Chuck Godfrey  (675-0057)  steelheader@roadrunner.com 

State Council Delegates: 

 Chuck Godfrey (675-0057) 

 Gene Romanyshyn (627-2888) 

Newsletter: Russell Shefrin    AdkRuss@roadrunner.com 

 

  

Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:  Tuesday, September 27, 2010, 7:30 pm at the Donovan American 

Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York.   Fly tying will start at 6pm.  Please bring black 

thread, because we will by tying Woolly Buggers.   

      

Our speaker, for the “entertainment” portion of the meeting, will be Mr. James Markham, biologist at the 

New York State DEC Lake Erie Fisheries Unit.  Please join us for what promises to be a highly informative 

presentation on Steelhead Trout. 

   

 

 

President’s Report 

Greetings Fellow Anglers & Conservationists,  

     I want to thank all who attended the picnic event which was our June chapter meeting at the Donovan Post.  Our 

presentation of ñThe Way of a Troutò turned out better than I had hoped. Though this 1969 film is showing its age, 

it is still a poignant tribute to the conservation idea of catch and release fishing.  I had not, until recently, viewed the 

film in its entirety; but it turned out that many of our members had not seen it, either. We are sure to show it again.   
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     Work on local stream projects continued over the summer. Chuck Godfrey will have his report on the North 

Branch of the Wiscoy ñlunkerò project later in the newsletter. This Great Lakes Restoration funded project was a 

joint effort, combining the resources of USF&WLS, NYSDEC and, of course, the WNYTU and Red House Brook 

chapters.  I hope you have the opportunity to see the project area. I have not visited the stream recently, but reports 

from BOD members the other night tell me you can scarcely tell weôve been there. Further, I want to thank the 

many members who participated in this multi-phase project. I count it as a MAJOR success in effort alone. 

Andéwe got to work with ñpower toolsò, too! 

     Len will have his full report on the successes we experienced at the Erie County Fair. Despite the rumor, I AM 

NOT a hair dresser. Read on. ñThank youò to all volunteers who helped out with the Fair. Though the Erie County 

Fair certainly is a fund raiser for us, it is also a great opportunity for ñpublic relationsò and recruitment. A big 

ñthanksò to Len and his family for decorating the booth. We always do well in the competitions, and this year was 

no different.  

     Project Healing Waters fishing is nearing its end for the season, with a big THANK YOU to the Elma 

Conservation Club and all the chapterôs volunteers. We will be taking a brief hiatus, and active volunteers will be 

notified when the fly tying sessions resume.  

     Our September meetingôs guest speaker will be Jim Markham, biologist from the Lake Erie Fisheries Unit. 

Based on past presentations by Jim, you wonôt want to miss this one. 

     Also on the agenda for the September meeting is nomination of chapter officers and Board of Directors. As 

some of you are aware, we have been preparing for the mandated filing of by-laws with the national Trout 

Unlimited organization.  In our review of the chapter by-laws, we have discovered some mandated changes and 

several which we feel needed to be updated. These are simple changes that you will be reviewing before you vote.  

As a current member, you will be voting either a simple yes or no on the by-law changes. Please make sure you 

bring your current membership card to this meeting. As with all our meetings, they are open to the public.  

However, ONLY current members will be given a ballot. If you are unable to find your card, you may download a 

copy of your card from the national website.  We will have a chapter roster available to check in each balloting 

member.     

     Iôd like to remind our membership that we are in need of volunteers for many areas that our conservation work 

covers. These include fund raising, public relations, and humanitarian efforts.  

     We ALL live downstream. Please come out and support YOUR local chapter.  Become involved.  

See you at the meeting.  

Gary Coons, WNYTU Chapter President. 

 

 

Announcements 

¶ A Report from Len Bigaj:   

 

Shows:  This yearôs Erie County Fair was a great success.  We earned a total of $2011, of which $1017 was 

from fly sales. A full report will be provided at the September chapter meeting.  I would like to thank the 

following TU members who worked the booth again this year: Gary Coons, Gene Romanyshyn, Bill 

Koerner, Dave Unetich, Jeff Koller, Jim Stachowski, Ed Luba, Dave Bollman, Bill Jedlicka, Chuck 
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Godfrey, and Tom Dewyer, all of whom worked multiple shifts. Without their help, we could not have 

done it. Thanks are also due to my wife, Linda, and our daughter, Peggy, for the booth decor.  We won 

second place for the Conservation Building and third place for the Theme of the Fair (ñRed, White and 

Youò). The prize money amounted to $125.00.  Again, thanks to all. 

      

     The next Show will take place in March. More information will be provided in future newsletters. 

 

Project Healing Waters:  Our upcoming outing will be September 29, 2011, at the Elma Conservation 

Club.  Start time is 10:30am. If you would like to help out, please let me know (Len). 

 

Annual Banquet:  Our 2012 banquet is scheduled for March 24th.   Please try to attend. 

 

 

¶ Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ending August 31, 2011(Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina): 
 

BALANCE AT JUNE 1, 2011 (CHECKING ACCT) 

 

$62.49 

      
INFLOWS: TRANSFER FROM MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT $2,950.00 

 

 

50/50 DRAWING 

  

$65.00 

 

 

DONATION 

  

$20.00 

 

  

TOTAL INFLOWS: 

 

$3,035.00 

      
OUTFLOWS: MONTHLY MEETING (PICNIC) 

 

$147.61 

 

 

50/50 DRAWING PRIZE 

  

$33.00 

 

 

STREAM PROJECTS 

  

$1,997.78 

 

 

NEWSLETTER PRINTING 

  

$146.40 

 

 

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE 

 

$228.80 

 

  

TOTAL OUTFLOWS: 

 

$2,553.59 

      
BALANCE AT AUGUST 31, 2011 

   

$543.90 

      
****************** ********************************* ************** ************** ************** ************** 

      
BALANCE AT JUNE 1, 2011 (MONEY MKT ACCT) 

 

$25,133.75 

      
INFLOWS: INTEREST (June, July & August) 

  

$5.59 

      
OUTFLOWS: TRANSFER TO CHECKING ACCOUNT 

 

$2,950.00 

      
BALANCE AT AUGUST 31, 2011 (MONEY MKT ACCT) 

 

$22,189.34 
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¶ Editor’s Note:  Our ñTrout Talkò newsletter is published in electronic format each month except for July, 

August, and December.  In order to contain costs, the print version is only available five times a year 

(January, February, June, September, and November).   Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial 

burden, to WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable.  Many of our members have agreed to 

forgo the print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email).  It would 

help our organization considerably (and perhaps save some trees!) if more of our members agreed to this 

arrangement.  There is a further advantage to the subscriber.  Specifically, the electronic version usually has 

more items than does the print version, often has pictures, etc., all because its length is not as constrained as 

is the paper form.  Wonôt you please consider adding your name to the list of those who receive, via e-mail, 

only the electronic newsletter?  All you have to do is send me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so 

that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and remove your name from the paper mailing list.  Please 

give this matter some serious consideration.  I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com. 

 

 

¶ Call for Articles:  Have a story to tell about on-stream experiences, cold water fisheries conservation, 

improving oneôs fishing skills, understanding salmonids, etc.?  Why not send it here and see if it is suitable 

for our newsletter?  Just email it to me, and Iôll take a look.  Or, if you have an idea, but would like some 

assistance in putting it into words, let me know; I might be able to help.   Looking forward to hearing from 

you!  Russ Shefrin, Editor. (AdkRuss@roadrunner.com.) 

 

 

Articles 

North Branch of the Wiscoy Project 

By Chuck Godfrey 

     This year, we attempted what was certainly our most ambitious project ever. Working in cooperation with the 

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation(DEC) Region 9 Fisheries Unit, the DEC Saratoga 

Nursery, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Wyoming County Soil and Water Conservation District,  Wyoming 

County Highway Department, Wyoming County Fairground,  the Elm Research Institute of New Hampshire (who 

donated elm trees), and  NYS Department of Transportation, volunteers from Trout Unlimited assisted in the 

construction and placement of 57  ñlunkerò structures at several sites on the North Branch of Wiscoy Creek.   Also 

taking part in the project were other branches of the DEC from Region 9, as well as Dave Derrick of the US Army 

Corps of Engineers, based in Vicksburg, Mississippi.  [Ed. Note:  The Wyoming County Fairground was not 

included in the printed version of this article.] 

     The eight-foot wooden ñlunkersò (described in earlier newsletters) created 456 feet of deeper water and 

overhead cover for wild trout in the Wiscoy system.  In addition, two different types of log structures were installed 

to narrow the stream where needed and to provide additional habitat in the way of overhead cover. 

      Funding for the program came primarily from a $38,000 grant from the Great Lakes Habitat Restoration 

Initiative. Our TU chapter has also spent nearly $2000 on materials for the project.  

     The first major onsite work involving us took place on May 7, 2011, when twenty volunteers joined Scott 

Cornett (NYS DEC) and planted about 1100 trees.  Then, before the placement in the stream was undertaken, 

several days were spent clearing and herbiciding alders from the construction sites. The next phase took place on 

mailto:AdkRuss@roadrunner.com
mailto:AdkRuss@roadrunner.com
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June 18th and 25
th
.  For that part of the project, a total of twenty-four TU volunteers joined Scott and Marie 

Schrecengost (USFWS) and built forty-eight of the ñlunkersò, nine having been previously constructed for practice 

and to get an idea of just what was entailed in making them. This effort required 126 man-hours of volunteer time. 

On July 1, the ñlunkersò were transported to the stream site. Actual placement in the North Branch took place in 

late July. During this latter two week period, most volunteers worked from 8a.m. until 4 p.m. while Scott and the 

machinery operator labored until 5 p.m.  The DOT loaned us equipment and an operator for one day, which enabled 

us to get material moved and staged more quickly and efficiently. Over the course of the two weeks, nineteen 

different people volunteered, putting in a total of just under 300 man-hours of labor. On September 6, 2011, we 

worked again, this time to add logs to the stream, for both diversion and habitat purposes. The last two days of 

construction will have been 9/13 and 14, after this report has been submitted.  

    Later in the fall, some minor work is planned.  But, next spring, there will be another major planting of trees.  By 

the time we are finished, we will have invested well over 700 man-hours of labor in the project. TU presently 

calculates that a volunteer hour is worth $21.36, so our ñin-kindò labor contribution will be worth over $14,000. 

When one adds in the labor costs of the people from the various governmental organizations who worked on the 

project, from preliminary planning to ultimate completion, the project is probably worth over $70,000. 

     I want to thank all who participated in this effort.  There is no way the project could be accomplished without 

the high level of cooperation demonstrated by those involved and their dedication to our natural resource. 

 

[Ed. Note:  A PDF copy of an Arcade Herald article on the North Branch project is attached to this newsletter.] 

 

A Picture Record of the “Lunker Project” (Photos and Captions by Chuck Godfrey) 

June 18, 2011:  Gary Coons and Dave Unetich drill holes for rebar in a finished ñlunkerò (Wyoming County 

Fairground building). 
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June 25, 2011:  Crew who worked on the last day of ñlunkerò construction.  Left to Right ï Front Row ï Larry 

Sformo, Gary Kottke, Kevin Morgan, Joe Morgan.  Back row ï Tony Vecio, Jim Stachowski, Gene 

Romanyshyn,Gary Coons, Dave Labiak, Dave Tooke, Norm Ameis, Al Rosinski, Tom Piwowar, Mike Ermer, Joe 

Evans, Scott Cornett. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

July 1, 2011:  ñLunkersò about to be moved from the Wyoming County Fairground. 
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July 1, 2011:  ñLunkersò are loaded onto a trailer for transportation to the stream. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

July 14, 2011:  Tom Stamboulis and Scott Cornett help to place a ñlunkerò in the stream, while Marie Schrecengost 

places rocks on a previously anchored ñlunkerò. 
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July 14, 2011:  A completed ñlunkerò before back filling and seeding.  Notice the bubble line next to the structure.  

This will be the deepest part of the channel. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

July 15, 2011:  Joe and Kevin Morgan move a log, the old-fashioned way, to the stream. 
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July 15, 2011:  Kevin stakes down the erosion control mat. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

July 15, 2011:  Here is a view of our longest site, under construction. 
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August 29, 2011:  And what it looks like about six weeks later. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 29, 2011:  The first structure below the ford in the middle of the project stretch. 
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August 29, 2011:  An eight or nine inch result of the habitat project?  (Caught in the vicinity of the above 

structures.) 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

September 6, 2011:  Ray Li (U.S.F.W.S.) and Joe Morgan lead a crew in moving a log upstream for placement. 
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September 6, 2011:   Mike, Tobias and Marie pound rebar to anchor a log as part of a current deflector. 
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