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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, April 24, 2012, 7:30 pm at the Donovan American
Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly tying will start at 6pm. Please bring
orange or red thread, because we will be tying Sucker Spawn.
Our speaker, for the “entertainment” portion of the meeting, will be a representative from the United States
Fish and Wildlife Service, who will discuss lake sturgeon and lake trout restoration. Please join us for what
promises to be a fascinating presentation.
Label

President’s Report
Greetings Fellow TUers,
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The Western New York Chapter of Trout Unlimited Annual Fund Raiser & Awards Banquet has come and gone
for another year, supporting our financial goals to conserve, protect and restore North America's cold water
fisheries and their watersheds. Our thanks go out to the Banquet Committee; because, without this venture, we
would not be able to fulfill our mission.

Once again, my thanks also go out to the benefactors who support TU’s mission by their generous donations to
the grass roots local organization where the “in field” work is accomplished. Without their annual support, we
could not make this possible.
Next, I would like to thank our devout members and guests who came out to support the fund raiser. These are
the members who support your local chapter.
Finally, I would be remiss if I did not thank the professional conservation community, both for what they do in
their profession and for their support of the banquet as well. Thanks again, folks!
Later in this newsletter, you will see photographs of the awards ceremony recipients. Only chapter members
who have signed up for the electronic newsletter will able to view the pictures until they are available on the
website. (Our next print edition will be in September.)
I hope that you all had a chance to take a glance at the Power Point presentation running prior to the formal start
of the banquet. Scott Cornett put that together for us. Thank you, Scott. For those who didn’t watch the whole
presentation, it included over 100 pictures which documented the efforts and accomplishments of TU and the
professional conservation community in the last few years. We can all be immensely proud of the results we have
achieved.
Our guest speaker for April’s meeting is tentatively scheduled to be a representative of the United States Fish
and Wildlife Service, Lower Great Lakes Conservation Office, Amherst.
We ALL live downstream. Please come out and support YOUR local chapter, become involved.
See you at the meeting.
Gary Coons, WNYTU Chapter President.

Announcements
A Report from Mr. Len Bigaj:
Banquet: We had a very good Banquet, from which we earned $7394.00 for T.U. I would like to thank
my wife and our Banquet Committee for all their help in putting this event together. I would also like to
thank our members and supporters for their help before and at the Banquet and for their donations to the
Banquet.
As you know, this was my last Banquet as Chair. We are looking for someone to take over as Chair. I will
be glad to help, to guide, and to keep the books. Incidentally, I have reserved Lucarelli's for March 23,
2013, in the hope that someone will step up. Please let me know if you are interested. This Banquet is a
very important part of our ability to continue our work in cold water conservation.
Once again THANKS to ALL. LEN BIGAJ
Shows: The next show will be the Erie County Fair, August 8 through 19, 2012. Once again, we will
need help in staffing the booth. I have a Conservation Building meeting on April 18 and will have more
information for you at a later time.
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Project Healing Waters: We will be fishing with the veterans at the Elma Conservation Club on the
following dates: April 25, May 17, June 5, June 27, July 17, August 7, September 5, and September 27.
The start time is 10:30am. If you would like to help out, please let me know. Thanks, Len.



News from DEC: Mr. James Markham, Lake Erie Fisheries Unit, NYSDEC, has notified us of recent
developments regarding the Chautauqua Creek Fish Passage Project. He reports that, “It looks like
everything is finally in place for construction of the project this summer. The Buffalo Army Corps of
Engineers should be bidding out the project very soon, with construction hopefully starting in early June. I
will send along any info when I hear of a definite starting date and will hopefully be able to provide photos
of the completed project when I talk to WNYTU next Fall.” (Ed. Note: Thanks, Jim, for your update. We
look forward to your presentation in the fall.)



And From Stream Projects Chairman, Mr. Chuck Godfrey:
Call for Volunteers – North Branch, Wiscoy, Tree Planting: On Saturday May 5th, at 9:00 we will be
embarking on the next phase of the North Branch Wiscoy project. We will be planting over 500 trees,
mostly bare root seedlings and some potted plants from the DEC’s Saratoga Nursery, and potted elms from
the Elm Research Institute of New Hampshire. We can use as much help as we can possibly get; because,
not only we will be planting trees; but we will also be putting a tree tube and stake on every one planted
this year. Obviously, this is a major undertaking, needing a lot of hands. We certainly plan on planting all
the trees on this one day and would like to get all the trees “tubed and staked” that day, also. We should
have enough planting tools to keep everyone busy planting early on; and, later, we will probably switch
some people to tube and stake duty so we’re working on everything at once. Scott will have the DEC’s
auger, and we’ll rent one so that we can more easily plant the potted trees. We have planting bars, shovels,
and picks for the rest; but if anyone wishes to use his or her own, that would be fine. As for stakes and
tubes, I think we have 3 post pounders which can be used, several sledge hammers, and some short handled
3 and 4 pound hammers which should be able to pound the stakes into the softer soil easily. We’re hoping
that we can get at least 15 to 20 people to plant, tube, and stake. We’ve already put over 500 wire flag
stakes in the ground where the trees will go.

Contacting me by email is probably best. If you do that, I can add you to a list on the computer as I read
the email. My phone number is 440-6995, and you can feel free to call me with any questions. Unless the
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A couple of things that I would ask folks to do: If you know you’re coming, or even think you might,
please let me know sometime by May 1 or 2; because we will be supplying sandwiches, chips, water, and
maybe some cookies or snacks. I’d like to be sure to have enough food. If you don’t let me know, don’t
worry – come anyway! I can always run into Pike to get more food, if we need to. I’m just hoping for
decent weather, because the nearest shelter of any sort for lunch would be all the way down at the dam in
Pike (at the picnic shelter). The other thing would be that, by the time you get there, we will probably have
3 or 4 trucks parked down next to the stream. Please park up along the road and don’t drive down to the
creek. The vehicles down by the creek will have been transporting the equipment for the project. We want
to have as few vehicles driving through the alfalfa field, even on the farmer’s access lanes, as possible.

weather is truly abysmal that day, we will plant even if it’s raining lightly. If I know you’re coming and we
have to cancel, I can let you know by email, or phone if you prefer. If there is a question in your mind, call
me. Hope to see a lot of you there. (Ed. Note: A map showing the location of this project is included in the
photo section, later in this newsletter.)
Trout in the Classroom Update: On Tuesday, March 27, the Trout in the Classroom students from
Frontier Middle School, under the direction of cooperating teacher, Jason Ersing, released the trout which
they had raised. The trout were released at the DEC’s public fishing access site at Hobuck Flats on
Eighteen Mile Creek in Hamburg. This was the third year during which Frontier Middle School students
raised trout from eggs, and it was the second year in which they partnered with our TU chapter.
A week later, the trout raised by students at Brockport High School, under the direction of teacher
Rosemary Catlin, were released at Hamlin Beach State Park on the shore of Lake Ontario. This is the
second year of Brockport’s participation in the Trout in the Classroom program.
The fish from the Nichols Middle School (4th year) and Gowanda High School (1st year and in
cooperation with the Red House Brook Chapter) will be released in May.

Buffalo River Watershed Steelhead Stocking: On Thursday, April 5, the DEC, with the help of
volunteers (primarily associated with member clubs of the Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs)
carried out its annual stocking of steelhead, from the Salmon River Hatchery, in the Buffalo River
watershed. Under the direction of Mike Wilkinson of the DEC’s Buffalo office, 10,000 steelhead were
stocked in each of the following: Cayuga Creek in Cheektowaga, Cazenovia Creek in East Aurora, and in
the Buffalo River pen rearing facility located at, and manned by, the Bison City Rod and Gun Club.
Additionally, there were 13,000 (I think I have the number correct) stocked in Buffalo Creek at Blossom.
These were the largest young steelhead I can remember seeing stocked, although I haven’t attended the
stocking the last couple of years.
An interesting sidelight to me is that I was in Westfield on March 18th and saw quite a few seven to
eight inch rainbows (young steelhead) and caught a couple of them in two of the creeks down there. I
emailed Jim Markham to ask where they might have come from. The answer was that Pennsylvania had
already stocked their streams with steelhead, so that was almost surely where they were from. The last
week of March, obviously before our fish were stocked in the Buffalo River system, there were probably
fifty of the seven to eight inch fish in Buffalo Creek under the bridge at Union and Clinton in West Seneca.
Somebody’s stockers are traveling far and wide and running up streams when they should be staying in the
big water.

Youth Fishing Events. Mr. Dave Barus sends two announcements of upcoming youth fishing events.
Excerpts from these announcements are provided at the end of this newsletter.
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Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ending March 31, 2012 (Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina):

BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 1, 2012

BALANCE AT

MARCH 1, 2012

INFLOWS:

50/50 DRAWING

(CHECKING ACCT)

prior period

this period

thru 02/29/12

thru 03/31/12

$299.03
$152.03
$46.00

SHOWS

$820.00
TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

$46.00

MONTHLY MEETING

$70.00

50/50 DRAWING PRIZE

$23.00

$820.00

SUPPLIES (Checks)

$49.00

SHOWS (Fly-Tying Supplies)

$20.00

AWARDS

$150.00

STREAM PROJECTS

$100.00
TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 29, 2012

BALANCE AT

MARCH 31,2012

******************

*********************************

$193.00

$219.00

$152.03
$753.03
**************

**************

(MONEY MKT ACCT)

*****************

*****************

prior period

this period

thru 02/29/12

thru 03/31/12

$21,696.78

BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 1, 2012

BALANCE AT

MARCH 1, 2012

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

$1.38

OUTFLOWS:

NONE

$0.00

BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 29, 2012

BALANCE AT

MARCH 31,2012

$21,698.16

MONEY MKT ACCT)

$1.47

$21,698.16
$21,699.63
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Articles

(Editors Note: Due to the length of this edition, the course outline for the “Watercourse” series
has been omitted. Instead, please be sure to read the following original article by Rising Trout Award winner,
Bill Jedlicka.)

CATCH AND RELEASE
By Bill Jedlicka
Like a ramshackle militia, they charged in surprise attack. The slope they descended was mottled in
yellow and ochre from autumn’s collection, concealing a route I never even realized was there.
I was busy showing every fly in my box to a pod of steelhead that sat at the bottom of a clear pool on
Eighteen Mile Creek. So clear that I could count the spots on their backs as I watched them part to let
whatever I presented go by. The wiser part of me (clearly the minority share) said to move on, but the
stubborn part of me said, “Stay put”; because these were the only fish I’d seen all day.
At the sound of the rustling, I turned to face the invasion: three adults, four children and an adolescent
dog. I could make out several flailing rods and no leash. I was still kneeling over my open fly box when
the dog reached me. He slobbered at my ear and gnawed my hand in puppy eagerness. The child brigade
came next. It was led by a little boy of about four with wavy brown locks, an eight foot pole with some
sort of unsecured bugger swinging loosely from it, and a running dialogue that might have started
yesterday. He walked right out into the water next to the steelhead I had been courting. They didn’t seem
to care about him either. The adults brought up the rear. Apologizing, the mom, wearing bright red rubber
boots and toting a camera, made a futile effort to corral the kids and the dog. The dad was just behind,
adorned with a small amount of fishing gear and tackle. The other adult broke off with a few other kids
and headed upstream.
I’m sure some anglers would have been outraged by the audacity of someone, much less a group of
people, who disturbed the hole they were working. Angler etiquette is between anglers, and it didn’t apply
to this situation. I quickly adjusted and realized that this was no invasion. This was, in fact, an
increasingly rare sight: An entire family outside in the woods.

At first, I thought that I had made peace with the fact that, when I am out there with my sons, I am not
out there for the fishing on that day. Then I realized that I’m not even out there for that day. I’m out there
with my boys for tomorrow and for the days long after I am not around to fish with them. I bring them
with me now so that meandering the cobble along a stream or shuffling among the leaves on a forest floor
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I struck up a conversation with the dad. It was obvious he loved fishing. It was also clear that he found
an even greater satisfaction in having his family out with him to share the experience of the woods and the
water. I recognized this in him; because I, too, have grown to share this same philosophy. Although I was
solo this afternoon, most of my fishing days are spent in the company of one or both of my young boys,
who are eight and six. Together, we practice strict catch and release. I may catch their attention initially
when we arrive at a promising spot; and I may hold that attention for a short time, imparting a small lesson
not likely to be employed for another decade. Then I release them to their own devices, to discover and to
interpret the stream on their own terms. This usually involves building “crayfish condos” out of rocks,
catching minnows in a bug net or skipping stones over slow water, and likely over the fish I am trying to
catch as well. We’ll cap off the outing with an exotic meal at some greasy spoon on the way home. The
fishing is usually tepid at best, the food about the same.

becomes the norm for them; becomes the expectation. For now, they unwittingly celebrate the discoveries
that a healthy environment allows. But as they get older, they will be more keenly aware of what it takes to
ensure that it remains healthy.
Now I see the reciprocity in all this: Not only had I made peace with going out there for their benefit, it
creates a peace in me.
I like to think of our outings as my “stewardship hatchery”.
There was something far more satisfying about moving on upstream and making room for that family
that day on the creek than if I had caught every fish in the pod I had been staring at.
These days, when I go out on the stream, I can’t help taking a different slant on an old adage and asking
myself: “If dad catches a fish in the creek running through the woods and there’s no one to share it with,
does it matter?”

PHOTO SECTION
2012 Western New York Trout Unlimited Annual Fund Raiser and Awards Banquet. Here are this
year’s award recipients and some highlights of the banquet (Captions provided by Mr. Gary Coons).
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Patriots: Our Opening Ceremonies

Invocation: Jim Stachowski (left).
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Our Banquet Team: (L to R) Andrea Marracino, Lee Ann Bigaj, Linda Bigaj, Maria Marracino.

Ray Markiewicz, North-East Coordinator for Project Healing Waters.
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Conservations Professionals: (L to R) Kerri Li, Citizen Action Coordinator for the Buffalo-Niagara River
Keepers; [Hidden, in white sweater] Marie Schrecengost, Fishery Biologist, U.S.F. & W.S., F & W
Conservation Office, Amherst, N.Y.; Scott Sanders, Fishery Biologist, U.S.F.& W.S., F & W
Conservation Office, Amherst, N.Y., Ray Li, Fishery Biologist, U.S.F.&W.S., F & W Conservation
Office, Amherst, N.Y.; Scott Cornett, N.Y.S. D.E.C. Region 9 Fisheries Biologist, Allegany, N.Y.
Office;[turned away] Jim Pomeroy, Retired N.Y.S.D.E.C. Region 9 Fisheries Biologist, Allegany, N.Y..
Office.

Good Friends of WNYTU Award [Presented by Gary Coons, center], (L to R) Lee Ann Bigaj; Andrea
Marracino; Maria Marracino
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Live Auction, Paul Maciejewski

Rising Trout Award: Bill Jedlicka.
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Decade of Service Award: Len Bigaj

Professional Communications Award: Russell Shefrin.
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Cold Water Fisheries Enhancement Award: Marie Schrecengost, Fishery Biologist, U. S. Fish & Wildlife
Service, Fish & Wildlife Conservation Office, Amherst, N.Y.

Silver Trout Award: (L to R) Chuck Godfrey [helping to present the award]; Tom Piwowar [recipient];
Dee Maciejewski [Chair, N.Y.S. Council Trout Unlimited]; Gary Coons.
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Cal Arthur President’s Award: (L to R) William “Bill” Koerner [recipient]; Bill Author [namesake family
representative]; Gary Coons [presenter].
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N. Branch, Wiscoy Tree Planting Project Map

Trout in the Classroom Activities (Photos Submitted by Mr. Chuck Godfrey)

Trout Raised by Brockport High School Students Just Before their Release.
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Frontier Middle School Students Release their Charges.

Buffalo Watershed Steelhead Stocking (Photos Submitted by Mr. Chuck Godfrey)

Mike Wilkinson at Buffalo Creek.

Mike Wilkinson and Dave Reed at Cayuga Creek.
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Mike Wilkinson on Cazenovia Creek.

Our Advertisers

Century Printing and Graphics, Inc.

Whispering Pines Fish Farm

Full Color Digital Printing Specialists

Pond Stocking

5872 Main Street

Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows

Williamsville, New York 14221

Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish

716-634-7816

716-496-7440

Excerpts from the Youth Fishing Event Announcements Submitted by Mr. Dave
Barus:

Bison City Rod & Gun Club
8th Annual Jimmy Griffin Teach Me to Fish – For Kids and Parents
Sunday – April 29, 2012
WHERE: Bison City Rod & Gun Club, 511 Ohio St., Buffalo, NY
WHO: All kids, 15 yrs old and under are invited to Learn About Fishing
HOW: Rod/Reel demonstrations, Free Handouts, Free How-To Brochures,
Free area fishing maps for everyone, Free Sahlen’s Hot Dogs!!
TIME: 2:00 – 4:00 PM; OPEN TO PUBLIC
DRAWING PRIZES: Fishing Hats, Power Bait, Lucky Fish Hooks,
50 Rod/Reel outfits given away FREE

Questions: Call Dave Barus 597-4081
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Special Event: 6 Learning Stations, Kids Feed 10,000 Baby Steelhead!!

************************************************************************************************************************

Town of Aurora Parks and Recreation Department Fishing Derby
Come fish in the beautiful Cazenovia Creek in Majors Park. You’ll need your own fishing
equipment and bait, and bring a cooler to bring home your fish. The creek will be stocked by
the DEC, so chances are very good that you’ll Catch a Whopper of a Fish!

Where:

Majors Park, 441 Olean Rd., East Aurora
(Across from Shanley Collision)
Park in designated area and walk down to the creek

When: Saturday, April 21
For:

Children and Adults; children under 16 must be
Accompanied by an adult

Cost:

$4 per person, children 12 & under free.
Prizes awarded for the biggest catch!

Time:

9:00am-11:00am. In case of bad weather, check www.aurorarec.com

License:
A Fishing License is required for anyone 16 years and older. Adults who are not
fishing may accompany the child but cannot assist without a license. The cost for a license is
$5 for a one day, $29 for the season, which must be purchased in advance at the Aurora Town
Clerk, 5 S. Grove St.
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Registration: REGISTER ONLINE at www.aurorarec.com or via a mail-in or hand-deliverable registration
form.

