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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, April 29, 2014, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan American
Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Please note that there will be no fly-tying
prior to this month’s chapter meeting. Please join us.

Announcements
A Report from Mr. Len Bigaj:
Shows: The next show will be the Erie County Fair, which will run from August 6th to August 17th. We
Label
will be looking for help with the booth. More information will follow.
Project Healing Waters: We will be at the Elma Conservation Club on: May 7th, June 5th, July 11th,
August 6th and September 11th. The start time is 11 a.m.
Banquet: Thanks to all who attended. Our Banquet Committee is due a special “Thanks” for all their
hard work, which made this Banquet so successful. We would also like to thank our sponsors for their
continued generosity and support. To list just a few:
West Herr Auto group
Orleans Outdoors
Southtowns Audio Visual
Dick's Sporting Goods
Bass Pro Shop
Comedy Sportz
Oak Orchard Fly Shop
Burchfield Penny Art Center
Orvis
Rochester Museum & Science
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Niagara Parks Attractions
Buffalo Harbor Cruises
The Telemark Motel
Adventure Calls Outfitters
Moondance Cat
The Strong Museum
Buffalo Bills
Buffalo Sabres
Russell Salvatore’s Steaks & chops
Hamburg Casino
Bob-o-links
Buffalo Philharmonic

Corning Museum of glass
The Fly Shack
Sorrentino's
Hidden Valley Animal Adventure
Helium Comedy Club
Casa Larga Winery
Anderson's
Cutco
ProTeam Vacuum
And Many more....Thanks to all our
sponsors; we appreciate your continued
support.



Stream Projects Committee Chairman, Mr. Chuck Godfrey, reports:
Trout In The Classroom:
On April 8th, I traveled to Brockport High School for the Trout in the Classroom program fish release.
(Ed. Note: Please see Photo Section.) I gave a presentation to two classes on the type of stream habitat
and restoration work we do, complete with a digital slide show of the projects from the Wiscoy at the
Wyoming County Fairgrounds in 2005 (with repairs in 2006), the McIntosh brook Project in Allegany State
Park in 2008, and the North Branch of Wiscoy Creek project in 2011. Rosemary Catlin and her classes do
a great job of caring for the eggs and subsequent fry, and there were probably 85-90 survivors from the 100
eggs. As in previous years, these were released into Lake Ontario at Hamlin Beach State Park.
Afterwards, the students went on a scavenger hunt in the park and were treated to hotdogs and hamburgers
prepared by Mrs. Catlin’s husband.
The Newfane High School fish will be released May 20th, as part of a full day field trip to Eighteen Mile
Creek in Niagara County. The fish will be released near the mouth of the creek. There will be presentations
by several people on habitat, ecology, and law enforcement. I will give a short presentation on stream
habitat structures at Burt Dam, and the students will then do some field work at the dam.
The Lackawanna Middle School fish will be released in the Union Ship Canal on Lake Erie as part of a
field trip experience on May 21.
The Frontier Middle School fish will be released in Eighteen Mile Creek in Hamburg during a field trip,
and the Nichols Middle School fish will be released in Ellicott Creek as part of a field trip to the Amherst
State Park in Williamsville, just downstream from Main Street.
The fish at Maryvale Middle School met with an undetermined problem and did not survive. However,
we are looking forward to working with that school again next year.
Sean Murray, who is a teacher at Lancaster Middle School, contacted us last fall about the program,
secured a grant, and has already purchased the equipment for the program and will be with us this year. In
addition, we have received inquiries from Erie 2 BOCES and Niagara/Orleans BOCES and have learned of
interest from another school from whom we are waiting to hear back to determine whether they will enter
the program.
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Finally, I am asking if anyone would like to step up and to take over the Banquet next year. Because
of a recent change in my medical condition, I will be stepping down from all my positions until further
notice. Thanks to all for your help. LEN BIGAJ.

Stream Projects:
On April 16, we journeyed to the Lafarge Quarry property in Elton to help with the planting of 60 trees
at the site of the 2013 project. This project was made possible in large part because of funding, machine
usage, and materials supplied by Lafarge. Groups involved with this project included DEC’s Fisheries and
Mineral Resources Divisions, Cattaraugus County SWCD, USACE, and the Red House and WNY Trout
Unlimited Chapters. Of course, we picked the coldest day of the spring to do the work – just as we
normally pick the hottest days of the summer to do strenuous work; and my truck thermometer read a brisk
18 degrees, with a breeze, as we started. The ground was actually frozen; but, once the sun started to thaw
it, the digging got easier. Every tree was supplied with its own tree tube so that it can be protected from the
deer. Thanks to Scott Cornett of Fisheries, Mike Meyers and his crew from Minerals, Stan Bishop of the
Red House Brook Chapter, Brian Barry of the Lake Erie Chapter of the Federation of Fly Fishers, and Tom
Piwowar, Rick McCoy, Jim Budney, and Gene Romanyshyn, of our chapter, for helping. (Ed. Note:
Please see images in the “Photo Section”, later in this newsletter.)
Our next endeavor will be planting trees at the site of the 2013 Wiscoy Creek project on Saturday, May
10. We will be planting and tubing a total of 125 trees, mostly at this site, with a few to be planted on the
“no kill section” of the Wiscoy around Hillside Rd. We will meet at the DOT parking area on Rte. 39 and
proceed from there. Bring hip boots or waders, as it is likely to be wet; and there will be crossing of the
creek by some folks to plant some of the trees. We WILL supply lunch for this one. Please let me know as
the time nears if you are planning on being there, so I can be sure to have enough food; but feel free to
come even if you don’t tell me beforehand. If you are on my list of volunteers, you will receive an email
reminding people of the planting as the date nears, with the time included. If you don’t receive those
notices and wish to, please contact me at steelheader03@hotmail.com; and I can add you. This should not
result in a lot of unwanted email, as I only send out notices of project work and electro-shocking.
We hope to be helping with a large project on Chautauqua Creek in Westfield this summer, along with
the Red House Brook Chapter, USFWS, Chautauqua County SWCD, and the Lake Erie Unit of the
Fisheries Division of the DEC. This project is dependent on funding. Information will be disseminated as
it becomes available.
In the fall, we will be partnering with DEC Fisheries, the Village of Springville, USFWS, and the Erie
County SWCD (our first time with them) on Spring Creek in Springville. Details to follow.
Finally, we’re exploring the possibility of a joint project with the Red House Brook Chapter and DEC
for a bank protection and habitat enhancement project on Mansfield Creek. Again, details will follow as
they become available
Ed. Note: Trout Unlimited (national) has some special Youth, Teen, and Women’s membership
options. For further information, please check with Mr. Chuck Godfrey.
From WNYTU’s Mr. Bill Jedlicka: In conjunction with the "Fly Fishing: A Celebration of the Stream"
exhibit at the Burchfield Penney Arts Center (BPAC), there is a fly tying demo on Friday, May 9, from
5:30-7:00 pm. The demo will feature guest tyers from Orvis and Oak Orchard Fly Shop. This event is part
of the M&T Friday Night series, which includes other BPAC presentations that evening. If you haven't
been to the exhibit yet, this evening would be a great opportunity to visit. BPAC is located at 1300
Elmwood Ave. Buffalo next to Buff State.
Mr. Jedlicka would also like us to be aware of this event: On April 28, 2014, the Nichols School Prince
Lecture Series will present renowned author and artist, James Prosek, at the Glenn and Awdry Flickinger
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Performing Arts Center. The event starts at 7:00 pm. Mr. Prosek’s varied work focuses on nature and
conservation, including trout. For more information, call 716-332-5151. (Ed.)

Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ended March 31, 2014 (Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina):

prior period
thru 02/28/14

this period
thru 3/31/14

(Checking Acct)
Balance at FEBRUARY 1, 2014
Balance at MARCH 1, 2014
Inflows:

$1,304.11
$728.11

SHOWS (Outdoor Expo)

$891.00
Total Inflows:

Outflows:

MEMBERSHIP (EC Federation)
DONATION (EC Federation Banquet)
NEWSLETTER POSTAGE
MONTHLY MEETING - Room Rental
SHOWS (fly-tying supplies)

$0.00

$891.00

$90.00
$140.00
$276.00
$70.00
$27.00
Total Outflows

Balance at FEBRUARY 28,2014
Balance at MARCH 31, 2014

$576.00

$27.00

$728.11
$1,592.11

******************
**********************************************

***************** *****************
prior period
this period
thru 02/28/14 thru 3/31/14

(Money Mkt Acct)
Balance at FEBRUARY 1, 2014
Balance at MARCH 1, 2014

$25,923.84
$25,924.44

Inflows:

INTEREST

$0.60

$0.66

Outflows:

NONE

$0.00

$0.00

Balance at FEBRUARY 28,2014
Balance at MARCH 31, 2014

$25,924.44
$25,925.10
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PHOTOS:
I. Elton Creek Project (April 16, 2014): Submitted by Mr. Chuck Godfrey.
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Mr. Godfrey ensures that he won’t get cold while he’s planting trees!

Work in progress.
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Project tubes and stakes are all laid out and ready to be used.

And here’s the finished product on one side of the stream – about 50 trees and tubes!

Mr. Mike Fabian (on right), Regional Director of Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing,
presents WNYTU’s Len Bigaj with the Volunteer of the Year Award.
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II. Scenes from our Annual Awards Banquet (March, 2014):

Here, Ms. Grote presents Mr. Dave Bollman with his well-deserved award.
Unfortunately, its name is unavailable at “press time”. My apologies, Dave. Hopefully, I
will have the name of the award for the next newsletter.

Page8

WNYTU President, Ms. Antoinette Grote, with Mr. Bill Jedlicka, who received the
Distinguished Service Award.

Meanwhile, Mr. Paul Maciejewski basks in the warm glow of winning the raffle for the
big screen TV!
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Mr. Gary Coons is the proud recipient of this year’s Silver Trout award.
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III. Mr. Jeff Kohler forwarded these views of the WNYTU portion of the WNY
Sports and Travel Expo, which was held in March, 2014. This year’s booth was ably
managed by Mr. Dave Bollman and Mr. Bill Koerner.

***
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IV. Trout in the Classroom Release Experience (Submitted by Mr. Chuck Godfrey):

Our Advertisers

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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