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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

The next chapter meeting, previously scheduled for Tuesday,
April 28, 2020, 7:30 pm, at the ORVIS SHOP, 4545 Transit Road, Williamsville, New York, HAS BEEN
CANCELLED DUE TO THE COVID-19/ NOVEL CORONA VIRUS STATE OF EMERGENCY. Please
see the President’s report for details.

President’s Message:

Label

Hi everyone. I wish I were reporting with much better news than what we have at the moment; but, in this
time of national crisis, it is what it is. After consultation with our national staff, we are cancelling our April and
May general meetings, and the June picnic. It doesn’t look like things will be back to “normal” soon enough to
be sure we can hold meetings and picnics by then. TU has already delayed two “Regional Rendezvous” and the
annual National Meeting in Maine for a whole year. The State Council has cancelled its next two general meetings,
but will hold a virtual Executive Committee meeting at the end of May. TU’s headquarters will be issuing
guidelines for conducting stream projects, cleanups, etc., within a week or so. In a national conference call on
April 16, they previewed some of what they think they will be suggesting. Basically, if it’s possible to do
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Hi Everyone,

stream work while keeping “social distancing” protocols, they feel it will be okay to proceed with projects. They
didn’t mention it, but I’m sure they will advise us not to have common meals as we have done in the past. Joe
Morgan will be able to send out emails to the people on his list of stream project volunteers when plans are
finalized. Please keep using our website http://www.wnytroutunlimited.org/ and follow us on Facebook at
“Western New York Trout Unlimited.”
I’ve not heard yet what is planned for the Erie County Fair this year. My guess is that, at the moment, they’re
still planning on having it; but there is usually an April meeting to let us know what procedures will be for the
present year’s Fair. That’s clearly not going to be held in person this year, and I haven’t heard anything about plans
for a virtual meeting. At any rate, it is likely that the Fair will be held, and that we MAY be able to participate in
it. I f so, we will be looking for volunteers to staff the booth. Obviously, we won’t be there if we’re not sure that it
is completely safe to do so. Keeping that in mind, if you think you would be able to help, please get in touch with
Dave Bohlman or Brian Barrey to let them know.
By cancelling the March and April meetings, we have not been able to hold our elections. The Board has
decided that the present officers and directors will continue until the next general meeting – hopefully September –
when we will hold elections. A decision will be made as to which meeting will be designated for celebration of our
50th anniversary. It may or may not be next meeting this year. We will probably try to hold at least one virtual
Board meeting to carry out any pressing chapter business. Since they are open to the membership, if anyone would
like to participate, please get hold of me – Chuck Godfrey – and let me know. Then I’ll make sure you’re
notified of any Board meetings we do hold.
Here’s some good news for any non-members who wish to join. TU announced this past week that any
“essential” worker can have a one-year new membership for FREE as a token of TU’s appreciation. TU is being
very loose with its definition of “essential.” Chris Wood, the national President, said “If you’re working, you’re
essential.” If you know anyone who fits the bill and might like to become a member, please let him or her know
about this offer. Chris is handling this personally. To join, just send him an email at Chris.Wood@tu.org , tell
him you’d like to become a member, and he will enroll you. Have them name Western NY Trout Unlimited as the
chapter of preference, and give the chapter number, 068.
We’re still waiting for the release by the DEC of the new “Inland Trout Stream Management Plan,” but that may
be a while. The first holdup was because of the discovery of zebra mussels in the Rome Hatchery. That meant no
Rome trout were stocked in any waters in the state that did not already have Zebra Mussels. It took a lot of time
and effort to plan and actually switch source hatcheries to get streams stocked in time for the April
1st opener. It also resulted in some “extra” Rome brown trout being available for non-normal stocking, so we did
get two shipments of brown trout here in Region 9, stocked in Lake Erie tribs. When the new plan comes out, we
will let everyone know; and, hopefully, you’ll write or email the DEC in support of it. It’s a great plan.

Most importantly, we fervently hope all of you are healthy and safe and able to remain so. If you or a loved one
is not, we hope that you recover. I don’t think many of us could have ever anticipated having to live through
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We have signed on, as a chapter, to the letter opposing the permitting and siting of the “Pebble Creek Mine” on
Bristol Bay in Alaska. TU is trying to get as many chapters and organizations as possible to do so. The biggest
problem with the mine, aside from possible immediate pollution due to gold extraction processing (to be fair,
the proposal says this couldn’t happen), would be the storing of the toxic “tailings” – residue from the extraction –
in a pit, in perpetuity, above the bay. Bristol Bay is a magnificent system supporting healthy populations of all five
varieties of Pacific Salmon, as well as steelhead and other fish. “Perpetuity” is a pretty darn long period of time to
expect a man-made levee not to fail, so we’ve signed on to the letter.

something like this. I know my wife and I are lucky enough not to know anyone who has had the virus. I’m not
sure how many people are going to be able to say that when this is all over.
Now, to give everyone some positive news, here’s a link to a TU video on what Mother Nature is capable of
when given a chance. It’s a short video of what happened with steelhead on the Elwha River, out west, when a dam
was removed. For the first couple of years, the river ran pretty silty – I imagine because of silt built up over the
years behind the dam. You need to watch this to see what wild summer steelhead did in the next three years,
WITHOUT THE INTRODUCTION OF ANY HATCHERY FISH. Just
amazing. https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCId10UOk9VEBU7QCsoPYctg
Finally, a little enjoyment. I’ve been lucky enough to get out steelhead fishing three times now, which is three
more times than the last 2 ½ years’ total. I’ve included pictures of two steelhead I caught on Lake Erie tributaries
on April 3rd. I spoke to Jim Markham, and we both agree that one of the fish is probably a wild fish. I know it sure
did fight like one. Hopefully you’re all able to get out, also. [Editor’s Note: Want to see Chuck’s fish? Just check
out the “Photography” section, later in this newsletter.]

•

Editor’s Position Open, Redux: “The time has come,” the Walrus said, “to talk of many things: Of
shoes--and ships--and sealing wax--of cabbages--and kings--and new newsletter editors” [Apologies to
Lewis Carroll]. So, let us talk: After over ten years as editor of “Trout Talk”, I have decided to hang up
the red pen (or whatever is the digital equivalent). It has been a real pleasure to produce the
newsletter of Western New York Trout Unlimited. The time has come, though, to give someone else the
chance to compose and to distribute this important medium of communication to, and among, our
members, and to exercise creativity in composing a document which often includes photography and
original articles. A love of the language, a respect for grammar (with the assistance of Spell Check –
LOL), and a desire to keep our members in the loop are definite assets for this job. Some familiarity with
Microsoft Word and Excel is required; but you do not need to be a computer expert. I would, of course, be
willing to guide your transition to the role. If interested, please e-mail me at adkruss@gmail.com. Russ
Shefrin, Newsletter Editor.

•

Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing – All activities at he Buffalo VA have been cancelled for the month
of April, 2020.

•

Stream Conservation Report – by Mr. Joseph Morgan:
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the May
2,2020, tree planting on the Wiscoy has been cancelled. The DEC has graciously offered to plant the
trees for us. I have ordered and received 300 tree tubes and 350 tree stakes which will be provided to the
DEC to use. The Wyoming County Soil and Water Division is reimbursing the chapter for the tree tubes.
As far as future projects for this year, they will be evaluated on a case by case basis as they occur. I will
keep you updated through the newsletter and via email to the volunteer list. Stay safe and healthy. Joe.

•

Membership Chair Report – by Mr. Bob Bohner: 1. New members: We are experiencing four to eight
new members on average per month. This is a great accomplishment; and we appreciate all of our
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Chuck Godfrey, WNYTU President

members. 2. Board Opportunities: We have openings for President, Vice-President, and one opening on
our board that allow people to discover what and when they would like to do to assist TU in general. 3.
Our board meetings, open to all members, take place on the second Tuesday of each month, September
through June. No meetings are held in July and August. Please come and experience an organization that
supports clean water and other passions of Trout Unlimited. It is a very friendly, enjoyable, supportive
group. You do not have to join the Board in order to attend the Board meetings. Thanks, Bob Bohner.
•

From the Editor: Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month
except for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is only
available once a year, namely, in September. Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial burden, to
WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to forgo the
print edition and to accept only the digital version (which is sent to them via email). It would help our
organization considerably if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do is send
me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and remove
your name from the paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@gmail.com

•

Trout Unlimited Discounts: Mr. Bob Bohner would like us to be aware of discounts and/or discounted new
memberships available to TU members. They can be found by checking out this link:
https://gifts.tu.org/intro. (We are chapter 068.)

•

Treasurer’s Report for the Period March 1, 2020 through March 31, 2020 (Submitted by Mr.
Anthony Messina):
prior period

this period

thru 02/29/20

thru 03/31/20

(CHECKING ACCT)
FEBRUARY 1, 2020

BALANCE AT

MARCH 1, 2020

INFLOWS:

SHOWS

$959.85
$1,218.85
$318.00

BANK ITEM DEPOSIT

$1.00
TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

$515.00

SHOWS

$319.00

$515.00

$60.00

WEBSITE/E-MAIL

$111.52

LIABILITY INSURANCE
DONATION (NYC Trout in the
Classroom)

$150.00

DONATION (NYSCTU Youth Camp)
DONATION (NYSCTU Conservation
Fund)

$100.00

$100.00

$100.00
TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

$60.00

$561.52
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BALANCE AT

BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 29, 2020

BALANCE AT

MARCH 31, 2020

$1,218.85
$1,172.33

******************
prior period

this period

thru 02/29/20

thru 03/31/20

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 1, 2020

BALANCE AT

MARCH 1, 2020

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

OUTFLOWS:

$27,371.21
$27,371.64
$0.43

$0.46

TOTAL INFLOWS:

$0.43

$0.46

TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

$0.00

$0.00

NONE

BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 29, 2020

BALANCE AT

MARCH 31, 2020

$27,371.64
$27,372.10

******************
prior period

this period

thru 02/29/20

thru 03/31/20

(RESTRICTED
FNDS)
BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 1, 2020

$10,000.00

BALANCE AT

MARCH 1, 2020

INFLOWS:

NONE

$0.00

$0.00

OUTFLOWS:

NONE

$0.00

$0.00

BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 29, 2020

BALANCE AT

MARCH 31, 2020

$10,000.00

$10,000.00
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$10,000.00

Articles:
Me and the Evergreen Trees
From the book “Too Beautiful to Only Catch Once”
By
Mr. Tom Dewyer

One of my more sobering moments came a few weeks later on a weekend trip to the Park after we got back from
that first St. Regis trip. It was early in the morning and I had just come off a good evening of catching several nice
trout rising to Caddis imitations on Quaker Run just below the Cane Hollow Bridge. As I walked upstream in back
of the old Camp Turner, Quaker Run makes kind of a sharp ‘S’ as it runs along the hill to the right. Standing above
the “upstream” part of the ‘S’, I saw several trout in the pool below and they all seemed to be in the 11 to 13 inch
range.

The bank I was standing on was a good six feet above the water and the area was too close to cast or even drop a
fly into. So my thought was to walk upstream 40’ or so, get into the middle of the water and cast downstream to
where the trout were. It was a good idea in theory but it didn’t exactly work the way I intended it to. Again I was
pretty pumped up as to figuring out a predicament and coming up with a good solution. It was one of those
moments where I put myself in the category with other great fly fishermen. “What would Fran or Lee or Lefty or
Tommy D. do?”

Entering the water was somewhat of a daunting task. The bank was quite steep and when I was standing in the
middle of the stream, it became apparent I was not going to be able to cast because of the low canopy. Then another
great idea came to me as I put on a #14 Black Stonefly nymph; I would shell out line letting the fly drift down the
stream. It seemed like a most perfect idea as I was out of the line of sight and it was natural for the fly to be floating
downstream. “Stones” are not good swimmers and letting it float downstream seemed natural to me.
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With orange floating line and an 11 foot leader / tippet combination, I was able to gauge approximately the
correct distance. Everything went as planned. When I saw that the line was getting too close to the turn I began
reeling in. I got about three cranks on the reel and “bam” a trout took the fly. I raised the rod tip up as usual, the line
went taut as usual and the rod tip made that little bend as usual.

Everything was happening as usual except, all of a sudden the line becomes slack and turns upstream. The trout
was coming toward me, fast! It was too fast and I couldn’t reel fast enough! To pick up some slack I instinctively
raised the rod tip higher which now is caught in the branches above. Giving way to reeling, I started stripping line.
Bulk line is covering the water and several strands are hanging from branches and the trout swims right up to my
waders. Line is everywhere and the trout panics and starts darting in and out between my boots.

At this point the rod is still stuck in the trees, I’m covered in line and the trout has tied my legs together. With no
more line for the trout to play with, he was right at my left leg. I was able to take the hook out and he swam away
leaving me in a great mess. I had to remove the leader and tippit to get the line untangled. What a job fishing the
line in and out, around and over, up and down. It took a good 20 minutes to get the rod back in shape to fish again.

After gaining my composure and tying the leader / tippit back on, I began to shell out line again thinking, Wow!
What just happened? When the line was where I wanted it, I began to reel in. After a couple cranks on the reel, Fish
On! For an instant I’m back to being proud of my prowess then just like before, the trout starts charging upstream.
The next thing I know the rod tip is stuck in the tree again, the trout is coming and I’m stripping. And in a few
seconds a pile of line is at my feet, line is hanging off branches and I’m tied up again.

Are you kidding me? Didn’t this exact same thing just happen a half hour ago? Didn’t I learn anything at all?
How could this happen once, let alone, twice within a half hour? What kind of fly fisherman was I? After getting
myself cleaned up for the second time and coming down from beating myself up for the hour, I thought surely this
stuff happens to the best of them. After the dust had settled, two more thoughts cross my mind as I walked back to
the truck. First, I now knew I wasn’t turning back to my old conventional way of fishing and second I was just glad
there was no one to see me at one of my more illustrious moments.

***
Hamburg Sport and Travel Show
By Mr. Brian Barrey

This year’s show brought in $315, not a significant amount; but, for a three-day event, that is pretty typical,
about $100/day. Attendance was down considerably due to the Corona Virus epidemic; and, therefore, reduced
traffic flow was obvious. The Niagara Falls show also was somewhat diminished for what some were saying was
poor advertising of fly-fishing events and vendor cooperation. My experience while attending these shows is that
the weather and forecasters play an influential part in turnout numbers. When the weather is sunny and nice, we get
great responses; but, living in WNY, especially during winter months, usually includes dubious weather. As long as
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The 2020 Hamburg Sport & Travel show has come to an end again. I want to thank all the members who
participated in this year’s show and for those who volunteered for the kid’s fly-tying session. A special shout out to
the new members who participated in this show and to those from the Niagara Falls show, also. Overall, I found
these shows allow us the opportunity to reach out to the public and to let them know what we do and how to join us
in our restoration projects as well as our other efforts to improve stream quality. With the help of all our members
we can retain a healthy and active organization supported by state and regional offices. In so doing, we can
effectively pursue our mission, via community involvement, of “protecting and restoring”.

we understand that we are not there to make money and only to educate the public on what we are and what our
mission is, we should continue our efforts to enlighten the public.
Our next show will, hopefully, be the Erie County fair (August 12 to 23, 2020). Due to the current situation
with the CV, there will be a significant shortage of time to canvass members to sign up to volunteer for the show, as
we will not meet in April or July for our general meetings.
I call upon all our members to ‘take the plunge’ and offer your assistance in staffing the booth on any of the
shifts during the fair. Don’t expect someone else to do the chore; it should be the duty of all our members to
support this effort. The time goes fast, and you can explore the fair also. This can be a great opportunity to explain
to the public who we are and how to join us and meet new friends. The shifts consist of 6 hour increments for 12
days, typically 10-4pm & 4-10pm, except for the first day and Friday the 14th , when the buildings don’t open until
12pm. Call Dave Bollman [697-3807] or myself [697-5014] to sign up for a shift.
Brian Barrey

Photography:
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As promised, here are Mr. Chuck Godfrey’s Steelhead Images:

***
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Mr. Brian sends these views from the 2020 Hamburg Sport and Travel Show:
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Our Advertiser

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

