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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, February 28, 2017, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan American
Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly tying starts at 6 p.m. Please bring Brown or
Red thread, because we will be tying the Bead Head Prince Nymph.
Our presenter, for the “entertainment” portion of the chapter meeting, will be Mr. Scott Cornett, N.Y.S.
Department of Environmental Conservation Fisheries Biologist. Mr. Cornett, who may also be accompanied
by additional DEC staff (please see President’s Message) will discuss 2016 updates from the new DEC trout
sampling regime, plans for 2017, and questions from the audience. This is one of our most popular
presentations and should be highly informative to all who have an interest in trout fishing and cold-water
habitat conservation. Please join us.
Label

By now, everyone should know that we’re experimenting with several things to try to increase attendance and
interest at our general meetings. Obviously, one meeting is not a measure of how well we’re succeeding; but we
did have about 40 people at the January meeting. That’s a crowd size we generally only get for DEC
presentations. Hopefully, it was the start of a trend. Attendees were treated to an informative and interesting
presentation by Jen Maguder of the Chautauqua Watershed Conservancy. She spoke of the steelhead fishing
opportunities on the Chautauqua Creek Oxbow, as well as the nature of the Oxbow preserve.
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President’s Message

We’re trying to get a variety of speakers. In the past, we’ve had an outdoor photographer, a DEC biologist who
discussed raptors and, on another occasion, wildlife pest control. Riverkeeper representatives presented on their
efforts, a DEC biologist reported on efforts to improve the habitat in the Upper Niagara River, and others have
discussed a variety of topics. If you can think of someone who can give an interesting presentation, please let us
know. It doesn’t always have to be trout related.
This month, everyone should be very interested to hear Scott Cornett, Jim Zanett, and Rob Roth of the DEC’s
Allegany Office speak on inland trout in Region 9. (See meeting schedule for details.) Hope to see you there.
Here are the dates, “entertainment”, and venues for the next four Chapter meetings:
Feb. 28 – Donovan Post – “Entertainment” will be the DEC Region9 Fisheries personnel. Scott Cornett
will be attending and presenting on "Updates from the new DEC trout sampling regime in 2016, plans for 2017, and
questions from the members on anything trout related". As always, attendance at this meeting should be a priority
for members and the general public.
Mar. 28 – Orvis Shop in Williamsville – 7:00 - note the different venue and time– “Entertainment” will
be Joe Gould of Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper. He will be presenting on Riverkeeper’s project to improve habitat
and connectivity on Crow Creek, a small wild brook trout stream outside of Attica. We will be cooperating with
Riverkeeper on this project.
April 25 – Donovan Post – The presentation will be by Sheri Voss, representing WNY Lime – a group
dedicated to informing and helping the public about Lyme Disease. Lyme Disease is a very real danger in
WNY. The area around East Aurora is one of the very worst in the country for Lyme Disease infestation, and very
little publicity is given to it locally. Everyone who spends time out of doors in WNY should be made aware of
this. We’re scheduling this presentation for April, just before the warm weather starts in May, when most trout
fishermen become serious about getting out to fish; and turkey hunting starts. Please plan on attending this
meeting. I saw this presentation last year and know what two local teens are going through with this disease. I’ve
always trout fished in shorts and t-shirts whenever the weather allowed. After viewing this presentation last year, I
now ALWAYS wear boots with pants tucked into them and long sleeved shirts and check for ticks when I get
home. The danger is that real where we trout fish.
Conservation Committee Report: We have a lot lined up for this year. We will be doing a tree planting in late
April and/or early May in the Wiscoy/Trout Brook area. We’ll be cooperating with several agencies, including, for
the first time, with Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper, in a reconnection and habitat project on a small brook trout stream
outside of Attica (see March meeting announcement for details on a presentation on this project), and a joint project
to help the Red House Brook Chapter with their annual cleanup on Elm Creek in Randolph. We don’t have the
date(s) set yet, but we also have a lot of work to do at the North Branch Wiscoy project. We have put in a lot of
trees with tubes around them since the project started in 2011. Those tubes have a lifespan of 5 years, and some of
them are now 6 years old. There are also a number of trees which are outgrowing the diameter of the tubes. We
need to begin to remove them before they start to break down into pieces and make a real mess for the
landowner. We want to get started on that this year.
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Also, here is a link to National’s statement on discussions of the administration’s review of the Clean Water Act.
https://www.votervoice.net/mobile/TU/Campaigns/49740/Respond

Trout in The Classroom: There’s no new news on this front, but the schools that had trout survive are doing
well. Holland and Nichols are working on getting their tanks going again; and, if they are successful we’ll transfer
some trout from our other schools to them so the students can still take part in raising and releasing fish.

Announcements:


A Report from Mr. David Bollman:
Fly-Tying: I would like to thank Jeff Kohler, Tom Dewyer, Robert Dzimian, Kevin O'Neil, Chuck
Godfrey, and Dave Unetich for their help with tying flies for the shows.
Shows: The WNY Sport and Travel Show is fast approaching (March 9 – 12, 2017). We still need
volunteers to work the booth during the show and for the youth fly-tying on Sunday, March 12, from 1 p.m.
to 4 p.m. I will have a sign-up sheet at the Chapter meeting; or you can call me, Dave, at 716-697-3807.



Face Book: Mr. Bill Jedlicka writes: “We invite you to visit Western New York Trout Unlimited on
Facebook. Please "Like" the page and "Share" it with your Facebook friends. It's a great way to spread the
word about the important things WNYTU does in the area and can help interested people (including current
or, perhaps, future members) stay informed about upcoming activities.
And feel free to post some of your favorite fishing or fly tying photos as well!



Save the Date! WNY Secretary, Mr. David Unetich, announces that the May 30, 2017, WNYTU chapter
meeting will feature a presentation by Mr. David “Rock” Rockwell. His topics will include “The Perfect
Environmental Storm: 300 Year History of the Great Lakes” and “Missing Steelhead: B-1
Deficiency in Adult Steelhead”. Mr. Rockwell has spoken in front of other chapters, and his discussions
were very well received. We look forward to hearing what he has to say. So, again, “Save the Date!”



Award for Mr. Chuck Godfrey: We have received word that, at the annual banquet of the New York
State American Fisheries Society state-wide meeting, which was held in Buffalo on February 2, 2017,
WNYTU President, Chuck Godfrey, received the NYS AFS Chapter’s 2017 Conservationist of the Year
award. This yearly award is given to “someone who has shown outstanding service and devotion to the
protection and enhancement of New York’s fisheries and aquatic resources”. The award was presented to
Chuck by Mike Clancy, DEC Region 9 Fisheries Manager. Congratulations, Chuck!



National Fuel’s Proposed “Northern Access Pipeline”: One of our chapter members has expressed
concern about this pipeline project, which would, reportedly, cut across 192 streams in Western New York.
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Project Healing Waters: Ten veterans attended the fly tying on Thursday, February 9, 2017, at the
Buffalo Veterans Hospital. All who participated left with a wet fly (Partridge and yellow). The next fly
tying session at Buffalo will be March 9, 2017.
Rod Building: We had our fourth rod-building class on Saturday, February 11, 2017. Everyone is
progressing and is having fun.
V.A. Fly-tying Schedule: March 9, 2017; and April 13 (all at 6p.m. to 7:30 p.m.). The Amherst flytying schedule is: March 15, 2017; and April 12, 2017 (all at 4 p.m. to 6 p.m.).

He recommends that our members familiarize ourselves with the proposal. The DEC is hosting several
public hearings on the matter and will accept written comments. For information, check out this site:
http://www.dec.ny.gov./enb/20170125_not9.html. Also, please see Mr. Chuck Godfrey’s letter at the end
of this newsletter.



Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ended January 31, 2017 (Kindly submitted by Mr. Anthony
Messina, Treasurer)

prior period

this period

thru 12/31/16

thru 01/31/17

(CHECK ACCT)
BALANCE AT

DECEMBER 1, 2016

BALANCE AT

JANUARY 1, 2017

INFLOWS:

DONATION (Brad Himmel)

$1,589.93
$1,889.93

$300.00

TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

$300.00

$0.00

PICNIC

$95.00

FLY-TYING SUPPLIES

$37.00

TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

DECEMBER 31, 2016

BALANCE AT

JANUARY 31, 2017

******************

**************************

$0.00

$132.00

$1,889.93
$1,757.93

************************

*******************

prior period

this period

thru 12/31/16

thru 01/31/17

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
$23,254.94

BALANCE AT

DECEMBER 1, 2016

BALANCE AT

JANUARY 1, 2017

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

$0.39

$0.39

OUTFLOWS:

NONE

$0.00

$0.00

BALANCE AT

DECEMBER 31, 2016

BALANCE AT

JANUARY 31, 2017

$23,255.33

$23,255.33
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$23,255.72



Editor’s Note: Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month
except for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is only
available twice a year (September and January). Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial
burden, to WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to
forgo the print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email). It would
help our organization considerably if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do
is send me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and
remove your name from the paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com

Articles:
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Mr. Scott Cornett thought our members might be interested in this article (From “Trout” Magazine, 1972), which
was found in the basement of the DEC Region 3 Office in Stamford. Your Editor then took a look at some early
WNYTU newsletters to see if there are references to the project. Sure enough, there were. I have included them
following the article which Mr. Cornett so kindly forwarded to us. (As far as I can tell, the 1970 – 1971 Wiscoy
project involved, first, the installation of a fence and, subsequently, a tree planting.)

From WNYTU Newsletter No. 5 – December 1970:

From WNYTU Newsletter No. 6 – January 1971:
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From WNYTU Newsletter No. 7-March 1971

From WNYTU Newsletter No 8 – June 1971

From WNYTU Newsletter No. 9 – July 1971

From WNYTU Newsletter No. 10 – October 1971
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From WNYTU Annual Report – 1971

From WNYTU Newsletter No. 11 – February 1972

Photos:
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Images from the recent WNYTU Chapter meeting (submitted by Mr. Chuck Godfrey). The first photo shows the
fly-tyers hard at work, the next two illustrate the attendees who are paying rapt attention to our presenter, Ms. Jen
Maguder of the Chautauqua Creek Watershed Conservancy.
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***

Western New York Chapter (068)

2/17/17
Commissioner Seggos
625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233 - 1011

As the president of the WNY Chapter of Trout Unlimited, representing over 600 members, I wish to
make the following comments on the Northern Access Pipeline:
1) We respectfully request that the comment period be extended a minimum of 45 days. The present
comment period is simply not long enough for the public to study the issues and comment on
them.
2) We strongly feel that the Department must require Nat Fuel Gas to contact Region 9 Fisheries
personnel, as well as Bureau of Water, to determine classifications and proper crossing methods
for both classified and unclassified streams in the pipeline route. The Bureau of Water’s stream
classifications are decades out of date. The Region 9 Fisheries personnel have spent several years
documenting the streams in the Region that have wild, reproducing populations of trout in them,
many of which had never been so classified or in some cases not even surveyed. They have
conducted a survey over the course of 3 or 4 years, found many, many streams which need to be
reclassified, done the necessary paperwork, turned it in to Albany over a year ago, and no action
has been taken in Albany. Indeed, an aide to Senator Pat Gallivan received the following response
when he queried personnel in Albany about the status of stream reclassification: “the DEC
responded to my inquiry concerning the status of the study by noting that at present, there were no
plans to update stream classification at this time...” Similar surveys and paperwork were done
across the entire state. This means that asking the Bureau of Water what the classification of a
stream is does not guarantee the proper level of protection for ANY project in NYS.
3) We strongly request that a method which does not disturb the streambed be used at the very least on our
“substantial” wild trout streams, to include but not be restricted to, Dodge Creek, Ischua Creek, McKinstry
Creek, Lime Lake Outlet, and Cattaraugus Creek. We see no reason to disturb these streambeds for
pipeline crossings.
4) We request that you require mitigation funds from NFG for wherever the pipeline crosses wetlands.
Respectfully submitted,

Cc: NFGNA2016Project@dec.ny.gov.
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Chuck Godfrey
President

Our Advertiser
Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows

Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

