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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, January 28, 2014, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan American
Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly tying begins at 6 p.m. Please bring black
thread, because we will be tying the Bunny Leech pattern.
The name and topic of the presenter for the “entertainment” portion of the January meeting are not
available at “press time”. However, please note the following change: This year, Mr. Scott Cornett and our
other friends at DEC will be presenting at the February meeting. Details should be available in next
month’s electronic edition of the newsletter. Ed.

President’s Message

Label

Happy New Year to everyone! I hope we will begin to see some stability in the weather! Because we had to
cancel the last two meetings of the year, and having already experienced the blizzard and flood just this past week, I
hope this will not be an indication of more cancellations to come.

Hope to see everyone at the next meeting!

Antoinette Grote, WNYTU Chapter President.
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Soon it will be time for our annual dinner. Please be sure to nominate those who are deserving of receiving
recognition for the great job they have done this past year. Also, please consider joining us for dinner or donating to
the prizes which will be raffled that evening.

Announcements


A Report from Mr. Len Bigaj:
Shows: The W.N.Y.Sports and Travel Expo will take place on March 6 through 9, 2014, in Hamburg,
N.Y. The show hours are
Thursday, March 6- Noon to 9pm.
Friday, March 7 - Noon to 9pm.
Saturday, March 8 -10am. to 8pm.
Sunday, March 9 – 11am. to 5pm.
On Sunday, we will be tying with the kids from Noon to 4pm. I will have a sign-up sheet at the chapter
meeting. If you would like to help with the booth and tie with the kids, please let me know. Thanks, Len.

Project Healing Waters: We will be at the V.A. on February 13, 2014, at 6pm.



Report from Stream Projects Chairman, Mr. Chuck Godfrey: In early spring, probably early May, we
will be planting some trees at the site of last fall’s Wing Farm project, which is in the old “Special
Regulations” section, just upstream from the state parking area on Route 39. The structures there survived
the high water of a few weeks ago and are working well.
Also, we will be working with the Village of Springville, the DEC, Erie County Soil and Water
Conservation District (for the first time), and USFWS to protect and to enhance habitat on Spring Creek in
the village park on South Buffalo Street. Spring Creek is a stream which starts north of Springville and
flows through the Village, supporting a population of wild brook trout throughout. We will be installing
several “lunkers” and other structures within the park and planting trees on a section upstream of the
village. As soon as I know more about the exact plan and possible dates, I will let everyone know. (Ed.
Note: Please see the photographs in the Articles section, later in this Newsletter.)
I maintain a list of Trout Unlimited members and non-members who are interested in participating in
stream project work. If you are interested in being on this list, let me know: and I’ll add your name. If
you’re already on it, you get separate emails from me when we’re doing work. My email is
steelheader03@hotmail.com.
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Banquet: The banquet is on March 29, 2014, at Lucarelli’s Banquet Center, Abbott Road. Thanks to Elma
Printing for donating the printing for the Banquet and Grand prize tickets this year. Please try to attend; we
need your support.
This year’s Grand Prize is an LG 55" HD TV; prize tickets are $10.00 each or 3/$20.00; winner need not
be present to win. If you cannot attend, but would like to support your chapter, you can send me your
donation for tickets; and I will enter you in the drawing. Send to: LEN BIGAJ, 58 BALEN DR.,
LACKAWANNA, NY 14218.
Thanks to our banquet committee, we have some great items to be auctioned off: Orvis rod and reel,
Vegas getaway, Pro-Team vacuum, Coach and Vera Bradley and so much more. I will have tickets at the
meeting, $30.00 each; tickets are also available at Orvis and Oak Orchard fly shops, or you can call Len at
716-826-4178. If you have anything you would like to donate, new or used, to be used at the banquet, it
would be greatly appreciated.
See attached flyer for more information. Thanks to all, and see you at the banquet, Len.

Editor’s Note: Mr. Chuck Godfrey would also like to call our attention to two additional items:
1. The “Fly Fisher’s Workshop 2014” , which will be held at the Brighton’s Twelve Corners Middle
School, 2035 Monroe Avenue, Rochester, N.Y. 14618, on Saturday, February 8, from 9 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. The gate proceeds benefit Upstate Fly Fishers, Canandaigua Lake Chapter of Trout
Unlimited and Seth Green Chapter of Trout Unlimited. For information visit
http://flyfishingchronicles.com or email craigdennison1@yahoo.com.
2. A highly informative video focusing on women in TU. You can access the narrated version by
going to this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dzp4SxfmPfs.



Mr. Bill Jedlicka Files this Report about the Burchfield – Penney Exhibit: The collaborative exhibit
between WNY TU and the Burchfield Penney Art Center (BPAC) will run from February 14, 2014,
through May 18, 2014. The opening reception will take place on February 14, from 5:30 to 7:30 pm.
BPAC is located at 1300 Elmwood Ave., Buffalo, NY 14222. It is directly across from the Albright Knox
Gallery.
The TU exhibit is titled: "Fly Fishing: A Celebration Of The Stream" and will include paintings from
three prominent area artists: Thomas Kegler, Thomas Aquinas Daly and Richard C. Harrington; displays of
Catskill type flies tied by club member Dave Bollman and salmon flies tied by Charlie Dickson. The
exhibit will also feature vintage fly fishing equipment loaned by club members. Additionally, interspersed
among the artwork, there will be information on WNY TU initiatives. This project will provide an
opportunity for many people within the region to gain a better appreciation for the efforts of our chapter to
protect cold water fisheries and to foster stewardship in future generations.
The TU exhibit will dovetail nicely with the anchor exhibit by Alberto Rey titled: "Biological
Regionalism". The subject of his exhibit is Scajacuada Creek, its history, misuse and abuse. The focus of
Alberto Rey on the impact we can have on our environment speaks to the importance of the TU mission.
Hope you all get an opportunity to visit the exhibit!



Environmental Notice Bulletin: Mr. Mike Zuber recommends that our members check out a recent
DEC Environmental Notice Bulletin which references Wyoming County. He notes that it might be worth
keeping an eye on the matter. To read the material, click on the link below, then select “Access Previous
Issues 2014”, choose “January 8”, then “Region 9”, and scroll down to Wyoming County, where you will
find the title “Excavation and Fill In Navigable Waters Stream Disturbance Water Quality Certification”:
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwMTA4L
jI3MjQxNjQxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDEwOC4yNzI0MTY0MSZkYXRh
YmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE2OTk5MjAxJmVtYWlsaWQ9bXB6dWJlckB5YWhvby5jb20
mdXNlcmlkPW1wenViZXJAeWFob28uY29tJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY
=&&&101&&&http://www.dec.ny.gov/enb/enb.html.
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Articles:

All Tied Up: Vol. 9 December 2013 by Jeff Kohler

I hope my more accomplished fly tying friends will
forgive the subject this month; but, since this column
is intended for the beginning and intermediate fly
tyers in the Chapter, here goes.

One thing that genuinely confused me when I first
began tying my own flies was, of all things, the most
basic part, which is the hook. Sure, I knew hooks
came in different sizes, but at the time I was either
replacing trebles on a Rapala or knotting a beefy Size
4 Mustad to the business end of some 8 lb. Trilene
for a nice, fat bass chub and a bobber. So, after
getting back into fishing with a fly rod, I didn’t mind
buying flies, yet somehow couldn’t seem to find
those I thought worked best on our local streamsprobably because I had no idea of what they were!

model number. I like to see that, because it means the
author has carefully considered how the fly looks on
the water before he or she sits down to tie up a batch.

After a while, you may develop a preference for a
certain manufacturer. I prefer Daiichi hooks, but
other folks swear by Tiemco or Partridge or
Gamakatsu. All of these are quality manufacturers,
and I’ll use their hook if I’m tying a pattern which
specifically lists it. For example, when tying a Fran
Betters pattern, I won’t use anything but a Mustad;
because that’s what he used, and I want my flies to
look as close to his patterns as possible.

With every different fly you master, you’ll learn
more about the specific hook required for a proper
tie. A dry fly requires a different hook than does a
nymph, which requires a different hook than a wet
fly, and so on. While most recipes list the various
sizes a fly is commonly tied on, many times the
author will list a particular hook manufacturer and

To try and clear up some of the confusion for the
beginning tyer, and with a little help from the late
Dick Talleur’s book entitled “Basic Fly Tying”, an
example of a hook chart which cross references fly
types with model numbers of some of the more
popular manufacturers is shown above. The left side
of the chart lists different fly types and lengths and
the right side then shows corresponding model
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Nowadays, hooks for fly tying are available in a wide
array of sizes, shapes, wire diameters, designs and
even colors. Unfortunately, there is still no true
standardization among the different manufacturers to
describe such things as shank length, wire diameter
or even size. It seems kind of counter intuitive; but,
because of this lack of standardization, it becomes
quite important to think about how your finished fly
should look and to evaluate hooks on that criteria
rather than solely what it says on the package.

numbers for similar hooks made by the different
manufacturers.

penetration and also to allow resharpening without
stubbing down the point too much.

With respect to design, it’s important to understand
some physics when it comes to things like bend, eye
and hook point. Packages may carry a description of
the shape of the hook bend: Model Perfect, Sproat,
Modified Sproat and Limerick are a few of the more
common ones. Model Perfect simply means that the
bend describes a semicircle which is best for dry
flies, as it sets the tail in the proper position.

Dry fly hooks also have very conservative barbs. It’s
quite difficult for a fish to dislodge even debarbed
light wire hooks as they have little leverage or weight
to work against. When you pinch down the barbs, it
pays to be as gentle as possible and do it before you
tie the fly in case breakage occurs.
On one of these upcoming cold, snowy January
evenings, you’ll find me sitting at my tying bench
putting the finishing touches on those faithful fly
boxes by replacing a few dozen flies that didn’t make
it through last season. This year, after you enjoy time
with your family, give a gift or maybe shovel some
snow from the sidewalk, why not begin a fly tying
session as you recall one of those awesome fly
fishing days last spring or one yet to come!

The eye shouldn’t slope downward at too sharp of an
angle as this causes problems both with finishing and
later on in tying to the tippet. There are also straight
eye hooks, but several of the common knots used to
tie flies such as the Turle knot are not accommodated
by a straight eye. Then there are hooks with turned up
eyes which are the province of the salmon fly-tyer
and won’t be discussed here in great length. But you
can bet the hook bend makes a difference to them!
Another important consideration with regard to hook
eyes is how well they are formed. The eye should be
closed with no gap at the spot where the wire loops
back to the main shank, and there should be no
roughness there. Some cheaper hooks are delinquent
in that area. Do yourself a favor and avoid them.

As I write this issue during Thanksgiving week,
allow me to take this opportunity to thank everyone
who has contributed their hard work and diligence to
our Chapter over the past year. Be it the Annual
Banquet or Sportsman’s Show, Reporting from and
Representing us at the State level, tying with our
Veterans, planting trees on a Reconstruction Project,
keeping us all “in the loop” with a fine Monthly
Newsletter or making a Presentation at a Chapter
Meeting, you guys and gals make the difference
between just being a member of a national
organization and part of a vibrant, concerned and
dedicated group that stands up for the protection of
our freshwater resource. You are the face of Trout
Unlimited in Western New York and make all of us
proud to belong. May the Good Lord bless and
protect each of you during the coming New Year, and
may 2014 be our best year ever!

Hook points and barbs likewise come in for scrutiny.
If you release your fish like I do, a smaller barb or,
better yet, a barbless model, causes less damage to
the trout when removing the hook from its jaw.
The shape of the hook point is closely related to the
thickness of the wire. Very fine wire hooks, such as
dry-fly models, generally have fairly short points
because these penetrate more easily. Heavier wire
hooks have a more tapered point for optimal

***
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Jeff Kohler
WNY Chapter TU

Spring Creek Project Photos:

Another Perspective on Spring Creek
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A View of the Upper Reaches of Spring Creek

(L to R) Tom Hoffman and Betsy Trometer of USFWS, Mark Gaston of Erie County
SWCD, Scott Cornett of DEC survey part of the project area.
***

Mr. Bob Bristol would like to share the following with our members:

»Action Alert | January 16, 2014
Dear Robert,

EPA just released its Final Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment for
Bristol Bay, Alaska. The document details unquestionable harm to
salmon and fishing jobs from large-scale mining in Bristol Bay.

Send an email thanking EPA for the strong science and
urging the agency to use its Clean Water Act 404(c)
authority to stop the Pebble mine.
WHY WE CARE
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Trout Unlimited has worked with local communities, Alaska Native tribes, the commercial fishing
industry, jewelers, chefs, restaurant owners, and sportsmen and women across the country to stop the

Pebble mine. After three years of study, the EPA has released its final report. It concludes that large-scale
mining in Bristol Bay will cause unquestionable and irreparable harm to fish, local communities and
salmon-based businesses. Having a clear, strong scientific document means we are closer than ever to
protecting North America's greatest salmon run.
Now that the science is complete, the EPA should act quickly to use its Clean Water Act 404(c) authority
to ensure the long-term protection of Bristol Bay and its fishery. The science supports it, Alaskans support
it, and hunters and anglers across the country support it. It's time for our political leaders to acknowledge
what business leaders already know: Pebble mine is a risk we can't afford to take.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
We need your help now, more than ever, to keep the momentum to protect Bristol Bay strong.



Visit our action center to thank the EPA and urge them to move forward with Clean Water Act
protection for Bristol Bay immediately.
Make a donation to Trout Unlimited's Save Bristol Bay campaign. Your support will help us
continue to push for lasting protections for Bristol Bay's clean water and fish.

Sincerely,
Tim Bristol
Alaska Program Director
Trout Unlimited

tbristol@tu.org
Visit us online at www.SaveBristolBay.org

***

Our Advertisers

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

BID TO WIN…

55” LG TV

TROUT UNLIMITED
BANQUET AND FUNDRAISER
SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 2014
LUCARELLI’S BANQUET FACILITY
LACKAWANNA, NY
6PM CASH BAR
7PM DINNER

$30 TICKET INCLUDES: BUFFET DINNER & DOOR PRIZE ENTRY
ALSO: SILENT AND VERBAL AUCTIONS, BUCKET & SPECIAL RAFFLES

FOR MORE PRIZE INFO AND FOR TICKETS CONTACT:
LEN BIGAJ
(716) 826-4178 or email: lbigaj001@roadrunner.com
OR VISIT:
OAK ORCHARD FLY SHOP, 5977 MAIN ST., WILLIAMSVILLE
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ORVIS SHOP, EASTERN HILLS MALL

Trout Unlimited is a non-profit organization with the mission to: conserve, protect and restore
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North America’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds.

