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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, January 30, 2018, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan American
Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly tying begins at 6 p.m. Please bring black,
red, orange, or olive thread; because we will be tying soft hackle partridge wet flies. Those who participate
will have a choice about what color to use.
Our presenter, for the “entertainment” portion of the chapter meeting, will be Dr. Jim Budny. His topic is
“Flyfishing and Backpacking”. Dr. Budny is an enthusiastic and experienced outdoorsman; his presentation
is sure to be fascinating and informative. Please join us.
Label

Our next WNYTU Chapter meeting will be Tuesday, January 30, (7:30 p.m.) at the Donovan Post on Genesee
Street in Cheektowaga. As we have been doing for the past year, there will be an extremely short business meeting
– 10 to 15 minutes – and, then, our feature presentation. This month, it will be longtime member and Board
member, Jim Budny, who will discuss “Flyfishing and Backpacking.” This should be a great presentation, as Jim
always does a good job; and I know some of the places he’s backpacked and fished. For instance, my wife and I
ran into him one Sunday morning in 2009 in the town of Gardiner, Mt., which has a population of 875.
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President’s Message

Our February meeting will, as usual, feature Scott Cornett of the DEC with a presentation on anything and
everything inland trout in WNY; and our March meeting will again be held at the Orvis Shop in Williamsville, as it
was last year. It was our best attended meeting of the year, and we’re working on having another great speaker and
presentation there.
Each year since his first term, State Senator Pat Gallivan has held a meeting in the spring and has invited leaders
from local outdoor/sportsmen’s groups. This year, that meeting will be held on February 10. If you have any
issues that you would like taken directly to the Senator, please let me know before then.
November Meeting: At the November meeting, we were treated to a presentation on “Nuisance Wildlife in
Your House and Yard” by Connie Adams of the DEC. Her talk was, as always, extremely interesting, informative,
and entertaining.
Christmas Party: On December 5th, we held our annual Christmas Party. Good times and food were had by all.
Please think about attending next year. Highlight of the night was the Yankee Swap. (A couple of pix are
included.) [Ed. Note: Those photos are at the end of the newsletter.]
Trout in the Classroom: At the moment, all of our classrooms are doing well. Three more teachers have
expressed an interest in entering the program next year. We did have a loss-of-water failure at Holland; but the
situation was corrected, and we were able to obtain replacement eggs from the Randolph Hatchery. I can’t speak
highly enough of the cooperation and support we have received through the years from the staff at both the
Randolph and Bath Hatcheries.
Great Lakes: The Great Lakes watershed is the largest surface freshwater system in the world. Only the two
polar icecaps added together hold more freshwater than the five Great Lakes. National TU used to have a Great
Lakes Workgroup, but it never seemed particularly active to me and has been dormant for the last several years.
Recognizing just how significant this resource is, because all of the Great Lakes have significant coldwater
fisheries, National has recently revived the Workgroup and has held one conference call meeting. There is another
scheduled for early February. Gary Coons and I represent us on this and will keep the membership informed of
what transpires.

Buffalo and Cayuga Creeks: Here are some pictures of the “impassable barriers” on Cayuga and Buffalo
Creeks. Although they may be impassable under normal flows, the picture of Cayuga Creek is of the dam at Como
Park Lake this past
summer. I would have always
thought that dam was
truly impassable, but that is
Cayuga Creek on the left
flowing through the meadow
and around the dam. I’m
sure steelhead could probably
swim up through that
meadow if they were in the
stream at the time. They
might even be able to make it
over the dam at that flow
rate. The next two pictures are
of the dams on Buffalo
Creek at Elma town park on
Bowen Road. On the day
I took the pictures, in just

Page2

Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs: The Federation has a Joe Jemiolo, jr. Youth Lifetime License
program. This past year, enough money was raised to buy eight Lifetime Sportsman’s Licenses for Erie County
residents who were under 16 years of age. More information about this will be forthcoming in future newsletters,
but it’s a free raffle with online entries. Enter your kids or grandkids, nieces or nephews. This year, we had a
sibling of someone who won the previous year; and, once, two identical twin sisters won.

fifteen minutes of observation, I watched four different sized steelhead come within inches of making it over the
dam. If the flow had been a little higher, I don’t think
there’s any question they would have made it. They were
attempting it just to the left of the hung-up tree.

There’s actually a fairly deep plunge pool at the base of this dam, which gives the fish a good start; and they
invariably try to swim up the cracks in the dam face where there is more water flowing. It’s amazing how
determined these fish can be. I regularly fish a small Lake Erie tributary, which will remain unnamed, and watch
steelhead turn and swim on their sides in order to utilize the 1 ½” deep water flowing over shale to get upstream to
spawn. The final picture is of the Blossom Dam. The Blossom picture is from this last January thaw, and fish
could most likely make it over the dam itself with this level of flow, and clearly could make it past the dam on the

left side.
There have been regular reports over the years
of fish which make it over that dam; and I’ve actually seen a couple doing it.

Announcements:
A Report from Mr. David Bollman:
Fly Tying: I would like to thank all those who tied flies and those who donated flies for sale at shows
during 2017. I cannot do this alone. Without your support and active involvement, we would not have had
such a successful year! Thanks again.
Shows: At the next Chapter Meeting, I will have sign-up sheets for staffing the booth at the Expo on
March 8, 9, 10, and 11. We will also need volunteers to tie with the kids on Sunday, March 11.
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•

.
Project Healing Waters: We will start rod-building classes on January 27 at the Buffalo Veterans
Hospital (9 am to 12 pm). The next fly tying session at the Buffalo V.A. will take place of February 8,
from 6 pm to 7:30 pm. Any assistance would be greatly appreciated.
•

Fly Fishing Workshop: Mr. Bob Bohner and Mr. Chuck Godfrey would like us to be aware of the “Fly
Fisher’s Workshop 2018” to be held on February 10, 2018, at 2013 Monroe Avenue, Rochester, N.Y. It
will include a presentation on “Tenkura” Fly Fishing. Here’s the link:
https://www.facebook.com/events/1717972084900622??ti=ia.

•

Stream Projects: Submitted by Mr. Joe Morgan, Conservation Committee Chair.
A number of projects are being proposed for 2018. They are the following:
1. Tree tube removal on the North Branch of Wiscoy Creek and past stream projects, where it is necessary.
2. Work with the Red House Brook Chapter on a stream restoration project on Elton Creek.
3. Assist the U.S Fish and Wildlife Service on the Crow Creek Brook Trout Enhancement Project.
4. Work with the Erie County Soil and Water Division(ECSWD) on stabilizing a section of Hosmer Brook
in Sardinia.
5. Tree planting on the East Branch of the Cazenovia, working with the ECSWD.
I will provide more details as I receive them. The only project that is for certain at this time is tree tube
removal on the North Branch. To be quite honest, if all five projects take place, we most likely will not be
able to participate in all of them, due to time and manpower requirements. If you would like to volunteer in
any way; and you are not on our volunteer list, just email me at joephamorgan@msn.com. I will add your
name to the list. Looking forward to working with everyone in 2018. Joe Morgan

Across the Borders: First, from our neighbors to the north, comes this letter, written by Mr. Brian
Green, Secretary of the Niagara Chapter of Trout Unlimited Canada. It should be of great interest to
members of WNYTU. Thank you, Brian, for sharing your thoughts with us!
“Hi Russ, Best wishes for 2018 to you and the Western NY Chapter.
Here in Niagara, we have been working away on our pet project, Twelve Mile Creek, hoping to
expand the range and viability of the few remaining pockets of Brook Trout in the stream. The St.
Catharines Standard published a very good article last Thursday that summarized our challenges
and our efforts. I wonder if you might like to publish a link to the article in your next Trout Talk.
http://www.stcatharinesstandard.ca/2018/01/03/the-trout-are-talking-and-we-need-to-listen
Meanwhile, we held our fifth annual Healing Waters three-day retreat for injured Canadian
military personnel in October. Our version of the Healing Waters Program was motivated by a
visit that Chair, Dennis Edell, and I made to a couple of your Board meetings where we learned
about your efforts with injured soldiers. Dennis was inspired by your program and pushed our
Chapter to devise a similar effort. Through Soldier On, a funding program administered by the
Canadian military for recreational activities for injured soldiers, we pulled together a program of
fly fishing and fly tying that has proven to be a huge success.
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•

The soldiers come from all over Ontario to Niagara, where they are hosted at Calamus Winery
near Jordan for meals and social interaction, learn to tie flies, and get the basics of fishing with a
fly. They practice their skills on a local bass pond, and then, on their way back to base, get to
use the flies they have tied to try for the large rainbows in an exclusive trout preserve north of
Toronto. One of the participants called it “three of the best days of my life.”
Thanks to the inspiration provided by the Western NY Chapter of TU, injured soldiers in Ontario
get to experience the benefits of the Healing Waters Program through the efforts of volunteers of
the Niagara Chapter of TUC.”
Next, WNYTU member, Mr. George Welsh, who has long been very familiar with trout streams to our
south, i.e., the land of Pennsylvania, would like to draw our attention to a fascinating and beautiful short
film about the need to protect cold waters in that region. While New York State streams may not (at least
for the present) be facing the same fracking threats as those in Pennsylvania, the film’s message resonates
with anyone who values the work of TU. Here is the link: https://vimeo.com/232080726.

•

Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ending December, 31, 2017. (Submitted by Mr. Anthony
Messina):

NOVEMBER 1, 2017
BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

prior period

this period

thru 11/30/17

thru 12/31/17

(CHECKING
ACCT)

DECEMBER 1, 2017

$2,168.22
$1,938.72

NONE
INFLOWS:
TOTAL INFLOWS:

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$75.00

$75.00

MONTHLY MEETING
OUTFLOWS:

TRAVEL
HOLIDAY PARTY

$154.50
$275.16

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE

TOTAL
OUTFLOWS:

$229.50

$350.16

NOVEMBER 30, 2017
DECEMBER 31, 2017

$1,938.72
$1,588.56

prior period

this period
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BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

thru 11/30/17
NOVEMBER 1, 2017
BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

thru 12/31/17

(MONEY MKT
ACCT)

DECEMBER 1, 2017

$23,259.22
$23,259.60

INTEREST
INFLOWS:

$0.38

$0.40

$0.00

$0.00

NONE
OUTFLOWS:
NOVEMBER 30, 2017
BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

•

DECEMBER 31, 2017

$23,259.60
$23,260.00

Editor’s Note: Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month
except for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is only
available twice a year (September and January). Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial
burden, to WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to
forgo the print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email). It would
help our organization considerably if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do
is send me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and
remove your name from the paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com
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There’s More. Don’t Go Away!

Photography:
Winter on the Wiscoy – Mr. Tom Piwowar took these interesting images on the upper Wiscoy. They show the
impact of recent “cold snaps” on one of our favorite streams. (Thank you, Tom, for sending these.)

Upstream of Albro Road
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Next to Albro Road

***

Blasts from the Past: Mr. Gordon Deitrick would like to share these old photos with us. We are part of a long
tradition of protecting the cold water resources of Western New York, and it is good to be reminded of that
connection. Thanks, Gordon, for these images.

A stream project in 1973, featuring Len Deletti and Ceil Hammond.
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Wiscoy Project – 1970. Pete Shaffer is near the bridge.

Lime Lake Outlet – Fall, 1973.
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Lime Lake Outlet. Pete Shaffer and Paul Morcarski are shown.

Placing a Trophy Trout sign on Clear Creek. (Al Olsen on the left; possibly Brian Capell on right.)

***
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Receiving the well-deserved Golden Trout Award: Less Gillet, Gordon Deitrick, and Jim Brown.

The 2017 WNY TU Annual Christmas Party: Thanks to Chuck Godfrey, we have these images of our latest
Christmas party.

Kevin Morgan proudly displays his condiment package from the

Chuck Godfrey – with his pure maple syrup.
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“Yankee Swap”.

Dave Unetich demonstrates the proper presentation of reindeer antlers.

***
Finally, views, submitted by Mr. Chuck Godfrey, of our November Chapter Meeting.
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Here (left to right), Mr. Bob Bohner, Mr. Dave Bollman, Mr. Tim DeWyer, Mr. Bill Koerner, and Mr. Kevin
O’Neill tie flies. (Our thanks go to them, by the way.)

Connie Adams of NYS DEC tells us about nuisance wild-life. (And, “thank you” to Connie Adams, too.)

Our Advertiser

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

