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The next chapter meeting will be held “virtually” (via “Zoom”)
on Tuesday, January 26, 2021, at 7:30 p.m. Our presenter, for the “entertainment” portion of the chapter
meeting, will be Mr. Scott Cornett, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Fishery
Biologist, who will give his very popular annual “State of the Streams” report. If you would like to attend
this Zoom meeting, please email your request to meeting@wnytroutunlimited.org. You will then receive an
email that will allow you to register for the meeting and to obtain the Zoom link. Please join us (virtually, of
course!).

Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Label

Hope this finds everyone well. Hopefully, 2021 is better for each and every one of us. 2021 also marks the
51st year of our chapter’s existence. In the last few weeks, I have had a chance to work with the NYDEC on
cataloging and reviewing all the projects that were done over the years on Western NY trout streams. It was quite a
list and is a testament to all the work that was done by the DEC and WNYTU Chapter 68. We have a great
relationship with the DEC, and I am sure it will continue well out into the future. I also attached a TU article from
1972 on a project that was done on Wiscoy Creek. It was one of the very first projects our chapter ever did.
[Editor’s Note: Please see “Articles”, later in this newsletter.]
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Vice-President’s Message: (Mr. Joseph Morgan)

We have a pretty good line-up of speakers for this winter/spring. They will all present via Zoom Meetings for
the foreseeable future. We will have to see how things go with Covid-19 this year to determine if and when we can
meet in person. Here’s the line-up:
January – Scott Cornett, from the NYDEC, will be give his annual State of the Streams presentation. [Editor’s
Note: To take part in this meeting, which is “virtual”, please remember to email your request to
meeting@wnytroutunlimited.org. You will then receive an email that will allow you to register for the meeting and
to obtain the Zoom link.]
February – Ben Sheard, guide (West Branch Resort- Orvis endorsed lodge), will discuss the Delaware River
System.
March – Rick Kustich-topic TBD.
April – Jerry Kustich-topic TBD.
May- Colin McKeown, host of New Fly Fisher Show – Labrador Brook Trout Fishing.
We are still looking for a President and for someone to fill a Board of Directors position. If anyone is interested
in either, please let me know.
Finally, the Trout Stream Management Plan Regulation Changes are out for comment until January 25,2021. I
urge everyone to read the proposed regulation changes and to make any comments before the deadline. See Scott
Cornett’s message later in the newsletter. [Editor’s Note: Please also see the message from Mr. Chuck Godfrey.]

•

Stream Conservation Report – by Mr. Joseph Morgan: There will probably be no tree plantings this
year. Instead, we are going to go perform maintenance at a number of tree planting locations (yet to be
determined). This work will include removal and/or replacement of tree tubes and stakes, along with any
other work that needs to be done. Once I get some locations and dates, I will pass that along. One major
project that looks like it will happen is the Wiscoy Dam Removal in the Town of Pike. We will probably
not have much to do there, because the majority of the work will be machine work by contractors. I will
pass along any information on that as I receive it. Thanks, Joe.

•

From our Canadian Friends: The Niagara Chapter, Trout Unlimited Canada, reminds us that there
may still be room to join them, virtually, on Thursday, January 28, 2021, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., for
a presentation by Phil James and W. Kyle Vander Linden of Credit Valley Conservation, and Tim Van
Seters of Toronto Region Conservation Authority and the STEP Water Partnership, on “GI/LID [Green
Infrastructure/Low Impact Development] in a LID myth-busting session with relevant LID Ontario case
studies”. The Niagara Chapter announcement explains that, “Green infrastructure is an approach to water
management that protects, restores, or mimics the natural water cycle. GI reduces stress on aging
infrastructure, builds resiliency, optimizes water and wastewater treatment costs and
ultimately improves watershed health and the local economy.
LID is an integral part of green infrastructure. The primary goal of LID is to prevent harm to natural
aquatic systems from commercial, residential, or industrial development sites. LID practices increase
infiltration and evapotranspiration, improves water quality, and reduces runoff volumes and flood risk.
Examples of LID practices include increased pervious cover, downspout disconnection, rainwater
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Stay well, Joe

harvesting, grassed swales, green roofs, permeable pavers and bioretention areas.” Apparently, there are a
number of misunderstandings regarding these policies, which have been adopted by many jurisdictions
across North America. The January 28 virtual meeting may answer your questions. To register, click on
this link: https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/green-infrastructurelid-presentation-tickets-132099289531.

•

News from N.Y. State Department of Environmental Conservation: Mr. Scott Cornett (the presenter
at our January 26 meeting) advises that, “At long last, the Trout Stream Management Plan for NYS is
finalized and out on our website, along with an opportunity to comment on proposed regulation changes
that have to be made to implement the new plan on April 1, 2021. I encourage everyone to read the new
plan AND to look at the reg change proposal and send in your comments on the changes. It is just as
important to write and tell us if you support the changes than if you don’t. To date, very few comments
have been submitted on the proposed regulation changes, so please do your part and submit your
comments before the 25th.
You can find the new trout plan at: https://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/111015.html
and proposed regulations at: https://www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/34113.html.
Comments have to be sent in by January 25th.
Thanks,
Scott”
Mr. Chuck Godfrey sends us this report, which, in part echoes that of Mr. Cornett:
The DEC has proposed a new Inland Trout Stream Management Plan which our chapter has supported
from the beginning. Now there is a proposal for the Regulations which would implement the plan. There
is a comment period which ends on Jan. 25th. Approving the regulations is a separate issue from approving
the plan, so, even if you have previously written in support of the plan, it is critically important to write in
supporting the proposed regulations. The plan moves DEC’s inland trout management to the forefront of
the nation, and these regulations are important to achieve that. Here is the link to comment: Trout Stream
Regulations .
Here are the links explaining and listing both the new regulations and their impacts. One of the biggest
will be to allow “artificials only-catch and release fishing” for trout in all inland streams across the state
from Oct. 16th to March 31st. This will enable people to fish year-round, as is done in many other
states. The science and research on this fully support it:
·
Text of Proposed Regulation (PDF) - Underlines contained in the text denote new material. Brackets
[ ] indicate material to be deleted.
·
Regulatory Impact Statement (PDF) - provides background and additional information.

Nominations/Elections Committee: We would like to conduct elections in an actual meeting, so the Board
has decided to postpone elections until the October meeting. If we’re still not actually meeting, they will
be conducted virtually. We will start taking nominations for officers in September. The presidency is still
vacant, and we still need to get that position filled. Joe Morgan as vice-president, Dave Unetich as
Secretary, and Tony Messina as Treasurer are all serving one-year terms, which would normally run from
March to March. The terms of Directors Gary Coons, Brian Barrey, and Bob Bohner are all due to end in
March and will be extended until October. In addition, we have an open position whose term ends in
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•

March of 2022. We would love to have someone volunteer to fill that. If someone will come forth, then
the Board could appoint that person to fill that term anytime. Please consider it.
Great Lakes/Asian Carp: There were two agreements signed in December but not announced until last
week. Both involve the Branden Rd. Lock and Dam on the Mississippi River, near Joliet, Illinois. First,
Illinois has finally signed its design agreement with the Corps of Engineers; and, second, the States of
Illinois and Michigan signed their intergovernmental agreement for the transfer of funds ($8 million) for
pre-construction engineering and design. This paves the way for getting the project at least conceptually
started. It’s just about 27 miles south of Chicago and is probably our last, best hope for keeping the Asian
Carp from just swimming into Lake Michigan, and then spreading throughout the Great Lakes.

•

From the Editor: Most likely, this will be the last “Trout Talk” newsletter published by yours truly. One
of our members will be assuming the role of Editor very shortly. He will introduce himself in the next
issue, and I am very grateful for his willingness to take over the reins.
It has been a real pleasure to serve as your Newsletter Editor these several years. Trout Unlimited is a
vital organization; and the Western New York Chapter has a wonderful history of fulfilling the TU mission
of “protecting, reconnecting, restoring, and sustaining our cold-water resources” while having some fun
along the way. You are a great group of men and women. Many times, when I would send out the monthly
“call for items”, the thought would cross my mind, “What if we threw a newsletter and nobody came?”
Fortunately, my fear was never realized. Every month, WNYTU members and our friends from other
organizations submitted items that were invariably of interest to our membership. Please continue to
support your new Editor in the same way. Meanwhile, I hope all of you stay safe and get a chance to enjoy
the resource about which we are so passionate.
On a sad note, I have recently been informed of the passing, last June, of WNYTU member Eric P.
Cederburg. Our condolences go out to his family and friends.

•

Trout Unlimited Discounts: Mr. Bob Bohner would like us to be aware of discounts and/or discounted
new memberships available to TU members. They can be found by checking out this link:
https://gifts.tu.org/intro. (We are chapter 068.)

•

Treasurer’s Report for the Period December 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020 (Submitted by Mr.
Anthony Messina
prior period

this period

thru 11/30/20

thru 12/31/20

(CHECKING ACCT)
BALANCE AT

NOVEMBER 1, 2020

$3,127.18

BALANCE AT

DECEMBER 1, 2020

$657.94

INFLOWS:

DONATION

$250.00
$0.00

$250.00
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TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

STREAM PROJECTS

$1,096.25

TRAVEL (Local Mileage)
SPACE RENTAL (Storage
Unit)

$90.75
$1,248.00

SUPPLIES

$34.24
TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

NOVEMBER 30, 2020

BALANCE AT

DECEMBER 31, 2020

$2,469.24

$0.00

$657.94
$907.94

*************
prior period

this period

thru 11/30/20

thru 12/31/20

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
BALANCE AT

NOVEMBER 1, 2020

BALANCE AT

DECEMBER 1, 2020

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

$26,874.34
$26,874.56

TOTAL INFLOWS:
OUTFLOWS:

NONE
TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

NOVEMBER 30, 2020

BALANCE AT

DECEMBER 31, 2020

$0.22

$0.23

$0.22

$0.23

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$26,874.56
$26,874.79

*************
prior period

this period

thru 11/30/20

thru 12/31/20

(RESTRICTED FNDS)
BALANCE AT

NOVEMBER 1, 2020

$10,000.00

BALANCE AT

DECEMBER 1, 2020

INFLOWS:

NONE

$0.00

$0.00

OUTFLOWS:

NONE

$0.00

$0.00

BALANCE AT

NOVEMBER 30, 2020

BALANCE AT

DECEMBER 31, 2020

$10,000.00

$10,000.00
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$10,000.00

Article:
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Editor’s Note: As Mr. Morgan noted in his Vice-President’s Message, he kindly sent us a PDF of TU’s
“Trout” Magazine of Winter, 1972 (Volume 13, Number 1). It is a large file, so I have excerpted only the
Wiscoy article, which is as follows.
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Photography:
Proud Dad, Mr. Jason Denea, sends these photos of an equally proud seven-year-old.

First fly-rod catch – a sucker on a pink egg sac, but a fish nonethe-less (Cattaraugus Creek, 11/6/2020).

12/10/20.
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First steelhead (27.5”) on a Size 4 Little Cleo- Cattaraugus Creek,

First fly-rod trout catch (using a pink egg sac); Cattaraugus Creek,
12/11/2020.

Our Advertiser

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

