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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

There are no chapter meetings in June, July, or August. The
next one will take place in September. Our annual picnic was held in June, in lieu of a chapter meeting.

President’s Message:
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As I sit here on Sunday morning writing this, I’m reflecting on all our group does. The original mission of TU
Label
as being a “coldwater fisheries conservation group,” while still primary, has certainly expanded.
We perform far
more outreach activities than we did, originally. Education of the public is an important part the conservation goal;
but, at one time, we had a reputation as “rock-rollers”, trying to help stream habitat. We now go far beyond
that. To me, one of our most rewarding programs is the involvement with “Project Healing Waters.” This was
especially brought to mind yesterday as I watched over 20 veterans interacting with nearly 20 members of TU and
their families at our annual picnic at Como Lake Park. We all owe a tremendous amount of gratitude to anyone
who has ever served in our armed forces to protect our way of life. In the present political climate, many of us
certainly have diametrically opposite views on many topics, but it is the vets who have maintained our right to have
that.

All our Trout in the Classroom schools have successfully released various numbers of trout to local streams and
Lakes Erie and Ontario. While the number of these that may survive is certainly small, it’s another opportunity to
educate the public, particularly while they’re still young, on how Mother Nature works. In these days of largely
urban/suburban populations, it’s a great way to introduce the Environment beyond urban areas to young people. If
you know of a teacher/school that might be interested in participating in this program in the future, have them
contact Chuck Godfrey at steelheader03@hotmail.com for information.
In early June, Bob Bohner and Bill Kerner represented us at “Orvis Days” at the Orvis Shop in
Williamsville. We had inquiries from a number of people, and two signed up as being interested in helping with
stream projects.
Bob Bohner had a meeting with the leadership of the U.B. Bassmasters Club, which is a TU Five Rivers
Program organization. The Five Rivers program is a national effort by TU to interact with young people at the
college level. Despite the local name, they ARE interested in flyfishing and trout and will interact with us, as per
the Five Rivers program requirements to be affiliated with a local Trout Unlimited Chapter.
We’ve been approached a couple of times by people who are wondering where there may be “disabled
accessible” fishing sites in the area, not necessarily just for trout fishing. These could even be sites where someone
with balance or stability issues could access, not just the traditional “handicapped access” sites. I’ve checked
around, and there doesn’t seem to be a centralized list of anything like that. We’re going to undertake to start such
a list. If anyone knows of any sites, please contact Chuck Godfrey and let him know. Please don’t assume that
“everyone knows” about a site just because you do. We’re also going to reach out to other groups in the area for
information. I would think anywhere in the Erie, Niagara, Wyoming, Chautauqua, or Cattaraugus County area
would be helpful. Maybe even the Orleans County area, since steelhead and Chinook fishing is so good there. This
is an ambitious program and may take while to compile; but, with modern technology, it’s something we could
update constantly and maintain on the website and/or Facebook page.
We have elections coming up in October. According to our by-laws, the Directors are responsible for
generating a “slate” of officers and directors to present, at the September general meeting, for the October elections.
This is not meant to be an exclusive list; it is just to be sure we have people running for all positions. All officers’
spots are up for election this year, as all but the president’s are one-year terms; and this is the second year of my
two-year term as president. Gary Coons’ term ends this year as part of the 3-year cycle. Joe Morgan was elected
last year to fill an open spot that ends in 2018; and Bob Bohner was appointed to fill the remainder of Debbie
Godfrey's term, which would have ended this year, so those three spots are up for election, also. Nominations
open at the September general meeting, with additional nominations allowed at the October meeting, with the
election to be held at the October meeting. All members in good standing are eligible to run for office – you can
nominate yourself if you wish –, and all members in good standing who are present at the October meeting are
eligible to vote. Last year, we had our first contested election in many years. We all think that’s a good
thing. Please consider running for office or nominating someone else. This notice will run again in the September
newsletter, which is the only one we send out in hardcopy as well as electronically, so that all members are aware
of this.
Finally, we hope everyone has great summer.

Chuck Godfrey, President
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P.S. Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs: The Federation runs a free “Teach Me to Fish Clinic”, for kids,
including a free lunch and many giveaways, at Chestnut Ridge Park on Saturday, June 23, beginning at 9:30. It’s a
great event. Contact Joe McAdams at 716-570-3436 for details.

Announcements:
•

Stream Projects: A Report from Mr. Joseph Morgan. On May 30, New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation and Cattaraugus County Soil and Water Conservation District staff, Red
House Brook Chapter volunteers and
Tom Piwowar from
WNYTU constructed six “Lunker”
structures for the
Elton Creek project. These will be
installed over the
summer, once a Heavy Equipment
contractor is chosen.
Right now, it looks like that could
happen sometime in
August. I would like to give a special
thanks to Tom
Piwowar for ordering, picking up and
helping to deliver
the materials to the site.
The Crow Creek Brook Trout
Enhancement
Project has run into a snag. The
Wyoming County
Highway Department is requesting the
road crossing culvert
that was recommended by the US Fish
and Wildlife Service
be reduced in size and be constructed
with concrete. The
Buffalo Niagara Waterkeeper Group,
who are leading the
project, have arranged a meeting with
Wyoming County to
resolve the issue. The project is
tentatively
scheduled to begin in
August/September. When I get dates for the Elton and Crow Creek projects, I will email everyone on the
volunteer list.
The DEC is going to be electroshocking a number of Region 9 streams over the summer. They welcome
volunteers and observers. It is informative and eye opening. I would recommend checking it out. Anyone
who is not on the DEC volunteer list can be added by sending an email to DEC Region 9 Biologist Scott
Cornett at scott.cornett@dec.ny.gov .Thanks and have a good Summer. Joe. [Editor’s Note: For additional
images of the “Lunker” construction, please see the “Photography” section, later in this newsletter.]
A Report from Mr. Dave Bollman:
Shows: Dates and times are still available for staffing our booth at the Fair. If you are able to work
anytime, please contact me, Dave Bollman, at 697-3807. We sure could use your help. And, if anyone
would like to donate flies, we could use them, too.
Project Healing Waters: We will be helping with Veterans at the Elma Conservation Club on: July 11,
August 9, and September 12. If you would like to take part, please call Dave Bollman at 697-3807.
Picnic: Our annual picnic was a success thanks to the great food and to the following people for their help:
Chuck & Debbie Godfrey, Karen Bollman, Bill Jedlica and sons, Bob Bohner, Dave Unetich, Joe
Morgan, Gary Coons and Henry Liepew and all who contributed and who came out to join us. The
Veterans had a great time.
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•

•

Mr. Bob Bohner Reports: He and Mr. Bill Koerner participated in the Orvis Father’s Day sale. They
were there for five hours, but business was very slow due, apparently, to events being held downtown.

•

Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ending May 31, 2018 (Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina):
prior period

this period

thru 04/30/18

thru 05/31/18

(CHECKING ACCOUNT)
BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT
INFLOWS:

APRIL 1, 2018

$1,144.36

MAY 1, 2018

$988.82

SHOWS

$300.00

TU REBATES

$60.00
TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

MONTHLY MEETING

$360.00

$0.00

$75.00

$75.00

INSURANCE

$100.00

STREAM PROJECTS

$289.00

SPEAKER (March General Meeting)
MEMBERSHIPS

$50.00
TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

$263.64

$51.54

$515.54

APRIL 30, 2018

$388.64

$988.82

MAY 31, 2018

$600.18

***********
prior period

this period

thru 04/30/18

thru 05/31/18

(MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT)
APRIL 1, 2018

$23,261.16

MAY 1, 2018

$23,261.54

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

$0.38

$0.40

OUTFLOWS:

NONE

$0.00

$0.00

BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

APRIL 30, 2018
MAY 31, 2018

$23,261.54
$23,261.94
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BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

•

Editor’s Note: Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month
except for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is only
available twice a year (September and January). Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial
burden, to WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to
forgo the print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email). It would
help our organization considerably if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do
is send me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and
remove your name from the paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com

Photography:
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Mr. Joe Morgan sends us these additional views of the building of “lunkers” for eventual
placement in Elton Creek.

***
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And, Mr. Bob Bohner has provided images of the WNY TU Picnic, which was held on
June 16, 2018. He also sends a “Thank You” to all the volunteers and their families who
made the event such a success.
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***

And, from the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation:
DEC Announces Angler Outreach Event on Wednesday, June 20
Biologists to Provide Update on Status of Lake Erie and Niagara River Fisheries
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) today announced a meeting to update the
public about the status of the Lake Erie and Upper Niagara River Fisheries on June 20, 2018.
"This annual event provides an excellent opportunity for anglers to interact with the biologists who study and
manage Lake Erie and Niagara River fisheries," said DEC Regional Director Abby Snyder. "Among this year's
updates biologists will share exciting new findings from studies exploring movement patterns of walleye, lake trout,
and lake sturgeon."

Key members of Lake Erie and Niagara River's fisheries management and research community will present on
Lake Erie fisheries research, management and assessment activities. This seminar is sponsored by DEC's Lake Erie
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The meeting will take place at Woodlawn Beach State Park's Lodge on Wednesday, June 20, from 6:30 to 9:30
p.m., and will begin with an informal discussion and poster exhibits. The meeting will be followed by a series of
presentations on Lake Erie and the Upper Niagara River fisheries topics, including an opportunity for angler input
on a variety fisheries management activities. The meeting will conclude with questions and an open discussion.

Fisheries Unit and Region 9 Fisheries offices. Anyone interested is welcome to attend this free event and
registration is not required.
The Lake Erie and the upper Niagara River rank among New York State's top fishing destinations, especially for
walleye, smallmouth bass, and steelhead. The 2007 statewide angler survey estimated more than 800,000 angler
days spent on these waters and the estimated value of these fisheries exceeded $22 million to the local New York
economy.
For further information contact Don Einhouse, Lake Erie Unit Leader, (716) 366-0228.

Our Advertiser

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

