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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

There are no general chapter meetings over the summer. The
next chapter meeting will take place on Tuesday, SEPTEMBER 24, 2019, 7:30 pm, at the ORVIS SHOP,
4545 Transit Road, Williamsville, New York.
Our presenter, for the “entertainment” portion of the chapter meeting, will be Mr. James Markham of New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation’s Lake Erie Unit. He will discuss the steelhead
fishery. This is always a highly informative presentation. Please join us in September.
Label

Hi everyone. Hope all of you have gotten to go fishing more than you had planned on so far this year. We
don’t have a lot of news for the summer, since it’s a down time for us as far as meetings go. However, we do have
some activities going on. The biggest thing we do over the summer is staff our information booth at the Erie
County Fair, which runs from August 7th through the 18th. Please consider taking a shift (or 2) to help us out. It’s a
major way we get our message out to the public, and it has become our biggest fundraising effort. You don’t have
to be a veteran of working the shows to help. Our interim chairman, vice president Brian Barrey, can fill you in on
the details of what needs to be done. For most of the past we have depended on a hardcore, very small, group of
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President’s Message:

folks to work the shows. We really need to get more people involved in doing this. We basically have about 36
shifts to fill and some of us – me – are getting OLD and/or ill and cannot be counted on to help as much as in the
past. Please contact Brian at 716-697-5014 for information and to volunteer. For the second year we will be
doing a kids’ fly-tying demonstration and need volunteers for this part of the Fair experience. The commitment
would be part of one day. Training will be available for new comers. Please try to help us out. [Editor’s Note:
Kindly see the communications, from Mr. Bohner and Mr. Barrey, below.] We really need to get more members
involved in chapter activities. We’ll pay the admission and parking for the Fair.
We will continue to provide support to the DEC with fish shocking surveys throughout Region 9. Contact Scott
Cornett at the DEC Allegany Office if you are interested in helping.
The DEC is putting the finishing touches on its new Inland Stream Trout Management Plan. Meetings were
held all across the state in 2017 to update the previous plan, which, I think, was last done in 1984, perhaps. It will
cover all aspects of how the DEC will deal with inland trout stream issues – wild fish, stocked fish, stocking
programs, hatcheries, habitat improvement and protection, angler satisfaction, and anything else you can think
of. There will be a Focus Group meeting in Cortland in early July to discuss the proposed Plan. Joe Morgan and I,
representing the Region 9 area, have been asked to be a part of this group and have accepted.
I’ll give one last pitch for the year for Trout in The Classroom. If you know a teacher who might be interested,
please have him or her contact me, Chuck Godfrey, at 716-440-6995 or steelheader03@hotmail.com fairly
soon. It does take some planning and preparation to get a program up and running. So far, we have one new
program going into effect next year at Erie BOCES 2.
Our next Chapter meeting will be at the Orvis Shop at 7:30 p.m. on Sept. 24th. Our presenter will be Jim
Markham of the DEC’s Lake Erie Unit. He will speak on steelhead issues and information. This is always a great
presentation and is well worth attending. As always, the general meetings are open to the public at large, so pass
the word.
Finally, our next Board meeting is at 7:00 p.m. at Sorrentino’s, Main and Mill in Williamsville. Members are
always welcome to attend. Also, we are in need of one more Director due to the relocation of Drew Nisbet this past
spring. And don’t forget, we really need a new president, starting next April. Please think about becoming an
active leader of the chapter. We can use the help.
Chuck Godfrey, WNYTU Chapter President.

•

Project Healing Waters – Fly Fishing: Mr. Bob Bohner reports that the Veterans’ fishing sessions are
scheduled for June 20th; July 17th, and Aug 15th from 10:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Elma Conservation Club. If
you can help put worms on hooks and take fish off hooks for vets, call Dave Bollman at 716-697-3807.

•

Erie County Fair: Mr. Bob Bohner would like to emphasize that volunteers are needed to staff the
chapter’s booth at the Erie County Fair - August 7-18th. “We need volunteers for the kids’ fly-tying
demonstration/experience and for 4-hour slots to sit at our table. Training will be available for new
comers. Call Mr. Brian Barrey at 716-697-5014 for info and to sign up to help. We need 70% new help
this year due to illnesses with long time members.”
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Announcements:

•

Mr. Bob Bohner reports that our liaison at SUNY at
Buffalo, Mr. Dyer Benjovsky, has been selected to
head out west to work with the U.S. Forest Service and
Trout Unlimited on a four-week cold water conservation
project. You can follow Dyer on his journey at
@dyerb_19 and @tucosta5rivers on Instagram.
Congratulations, Dyer! (standing at left in the photo)
Mr. Bohner would also like us to be aware that the
SUNY at Buffalo program has taken part in several bass
contests, including those at Smith Mountain Lake, VA; ,
fly fishing in PA, FLW Chesapeake Bay (5/31- Bob
Bohner, Andy), FLW national championship on the
Potomac River (6/3 - Anthony and Noah); the BoatUS
Championship (5/25 - Andy and Austin, Harry and
Austin Keppler.)

•

Stream Conservation, by Mr. Joe Morgan:
- On April 27, 2019, we had 23 volunteers participate in a stream clean up on Spring Brook in the Village
of Springville. The turnout was great despite 30-degree temps and wet snow. Along with Chapter 68
members, volunteers from the Red House Brook and Seth Green Chapters took part. Also, a group of Boy
Scouts from Springville Troop 524 helped in the cleanup. The Springville Youth Organization provided

lunch and drinks. They, along with the Village of Springville, were very appreciative of our help. We hope
to make this a yearly event. [Ed. Note: More images can be found in the Photography section, later in this
newsletter.]
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To facilitate the staffing of the booth, Mr. Brian Barrey has kindly sent us a sign-up list, which can be
accessed by clicking on this link: https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lDX_rh2rvHgYxdxsAHYj27TMgLUOywceqKwwoqytyE/edit#gid=0.

- On May 10, 2019, we, along with a group that included the Red
House Brook Chapter, NYDEC and Cattaraugus Soil and Water,
planted 65 trees along the Elton Creek Project. So far, everything
looks to be in good shape after the Winter and high flow rates.
[Photo at left.]

- In early June, 2019, the DEC met with a landowner who is
interested in tree planting along Wiscoy Creek. There is also a DEC
site along East Koy Creek that may be eligible for the Tree for Tribs
Program. As I mentioned in previous newsletters, if anyone is aware
of sites along trout streams that would be good locations for tree
planting, please let me know. It would be a lost opportunity for our
Chapter if we do not take advantage of the $10,000 Trees for Tribs
grant.
- The NYDEC is going to be electroshocking a number of streams
over the summer. If you are not on their volunteer list and are
interested in helping out, send an email to Scott Cornett at scott.cornett@dec.ny.gov. If you have never
been out with the DEC electroshocking, I would highly recommend it. It is very interesting and
informative.
- The Crow Creek Project looks like it will happen this summer. There is a project kickoff meeting
tentatively scheduled for July. We will be building 7 “lunkers” on site around the end of July. The
installation of the lunkers, along with a culvert replacement, will be done in August. When the dates are
finalized, I will send out an email to the stream project volunteer list. If you are not on the list and are
interested in helping out, please email me at joephamorgan@msn.com
- There is talk about a project on Mansfield Creek this summer. I don't have a lot of details but will let
everyone know when I find out more about it.
- Trout Unlimited has developed a mobile app called Rivers as part of their angler scientist initiative that
helps to document stream disturbances and environmental issues. Using this info can help to identify
various problems and to aid in determining future stream projects. If anyone is interested in using the
application, go to this link and check it out. https://www.tu.org/science/science-engagement/anglerscience/rivers/ . I can do a demonstration on using the app in the fall at our chapter meeting if anyone is
interested. Let me know what you think.
Annual Picnic: As many of you know, the Annual June Picnic was cancelled due to bad weather. For
those of you who “didn’t get the memo”, that’s because, for most of you, there wasn’t one! My bad
(Editor). Our President, Chuck Godfrey, had sent an e-mail to me, a few days before the picnic, in which
he asked me to email our members and to announce that the picnic was off because of the weather forecast.
Unfortunately, I was not around to get the email; and, by the time I read it, the picnic was long past. Sorry
for any inconvenience that may have caused. Russ Shefrin, Editor.
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•

•

Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ended May 31, 2019(Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina):

prior period

this period

thru 04/30/2019

thru 05/31/2019

(CHECKING ACCT)
BALANCE AT

APRIL 1, 2019

BALANCE AT

MAY 1, 2019

INFLOWS:

TU MERCHANDISE

$10,825.07
$861.83

TOTAL INFLOWS:
OUTFLOWS:

SUPPLIES

$152.00

$372.00

$152.00

$372.00

$15.24

INSURANCE

$100.00

Transfer to Restricted Funds Account

$10,000.00

STREAM PROJECTS

$99.57
TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

APRIL 30, 2019

BALANCE AT

MAY 31, 2019

$10,115.24

$99.57

$861.83
$1,134.26

************
prior period

this period

thru 04/30/2019

thru 05/31/2019

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
BALANCE AT

APRIL 1, 2019

BALANCE AT

MAY 1, 2019

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

$22,765.75
$22,766.12
$0.37

Transfer to Closeout Banquet Account

OUTFLOWS:

$0.44
$5,600.93

TOTAL INFLOWS:

$0.37

$5,601.37

TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

$0.00

$0.00

NONE

BALANCE AT

APRIL 30, 2019

BALANCE AT

MAY 31, 2019

$22,766.12
$28,367.49

prior period

this period

thru 04/30/2019

thru 05/31/2019
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****************

(RESTRICTED FUNDS)
BALANCE AT

APRIL 1, 2019

BALANCE AT

MAY 1, 2019

INFLOWS:

TRANSFER FROM CHECKING ACCOUNT

OUTFLOWS:

NONE

BALANCE AT

APRIL 30, 2019

BALANCE AT

MAY 31, 2019

$0.00
$10,000.00
$10,000.00

$0.00

$0.00

$0.00

$10,000.00
$10,000.00

Photography
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More Images from the Spring Brook Clean-up (submitted by Mr. Joe Morgan).

***

***
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Here is a photo of the “Lunker” area on Elton Creek.

***
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Our May Chapter Meeting, at which Mr. David Denk discussed Wetland Conservation.

And, finally, Mr. Bob Bohner sends these images of trout and of sausages, fine memories of a recent fishing trip,
with his friend and guide, Mr. Tyler Hageman, to the Southern Tier.

Our Advertisers

Cattaraugus Creek Outfitters
*Guided Fly Fishing for Steelhead
*Cabins on Cattaraugus Creek in Zoar
Valley
*Hosted Fly-Fishing Adventures to Alaska,
Bahamas, Mexico
*DIY Bahamas Bonefishing Adventures
Visit www.ccoflyfishing.com

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
716-496-7440
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Or call Vince @ 716-479-2327

