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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting: There will be no Chapter Meeting in March.
Instead, we look forward to seeing you at the WNY TU Annual Banquet on March
29, 2014. Details are in Len Bigaj’s report. If you have not done so already, please
buy a ticket and support WNYTU!
Announcements
A Report from Mr. Len Bigaj:
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Shows: I would like to thank Dave Bollman and Bill Koerner for taking over our portion of the WNY
Sports and Travel Expo earlier this month. They did an outstanding job. With the help of Bill Kelman, Ed
Luba, Gary Coons, Jeff Kohler, Tom Dwyer, Dave Unetich, Kevin O’Neill, Antoinette Grote and Jerome,
who worked the booth and/or tied with the kids, a total of $864.00 was raised. Of this, $736.50 was from
fly sales. Thanks to all! (Len)
Project Healing Waters: (Temporarily suspended until Mr. Bigaj is available again. Ed.)
Banquet: The banquet is on March 29, 2014, at Lucarelli’s Banquet Center, Abbott Road. Thanks to Elma
Printing for donating the printing for the Banquet and Grand prize tickets this year. Please try to attend; we
need your support.
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This year’s Grand Prize is an LG 55" HD TV; prize tickets are $10.00 each or 3/$20.00; winner need not
be present to win. If you cannot attend, but would like to support your chapter, you can send me your
donation for tickets; and I will enter you in the drawing. Send to: LEN BIGAJ, 58 BALEN DR.,
LACKAWANNA, NY 14218.
Thanks to our banquet committee, we have some great items to be auctioned off: Orvis rod and reel,
Vegas getaway, Pro-Team vacuum, Coach and Vera Bradley and so much more. Tickets are $30 each and
are available at Orvis and Oak Orchard fly shops, or you can call Len at 716-826-4178 (cell: 867-4178). If
you have anything you would like to donate, new or used, to be used at the banquet, it would be greatly
appreciated.
See attached flyer for more information. Thanks to all, and see you at the banquet, Len.



News From N.Y. S. Department of Environmental Conservation: DEC Biologist, Mr. Scott Cornett
would like us to know that Genesee River Angler Diarists are needed. He writes: The New York State
DEC Region 9 Fisheries Office will be running an angler diary program on the Genesee River in Allegany
and Wyoming Counties. The program will run from March 1st through October 31st, 2014. This program
will cover the river from the PA line downstream through Letchworth State Park and will record data for
both trout and bass fishing trips.
If you fish the Genesee River (even once) and would like to keep a diary for DEC please call the Region
9 Fisheries Office at (716) 372-0645 or e-mail at fwfish9@gw.dec.state.ny.us. This diary program will be
used to evaluate the quality of the fishery and to determine future management actions.



Kevin and Cathy O’Neill have contributed a link to another fascinating video. Be sure to take a look:
http://vimeo.com/85147880#at=0.



Here are two more links. By following them you can find copies of biological surveys, conducted in the
1920’s by the old NYS Conservation Department, of the Erie – Niagara watershed and of the Genesee
River system. They are kindly submitted by Scott Cornett and Rob Roth. Mr. Cornett adds, “Between
1926 and 1939 all the major watersheds in the state were intensively surveyed by hardy, energetic young
scientists, many who went on to have distinguished careers leading various other state fisheries agencies.
These surveys were, and still are, the most inclusive studies of water and fisheries resources on a state-wide
level ever done. Some chapter members may be interested to read through parts of this (you can read as a
PDF) regarding the state and management of trout fisheries at that time as well as how different the fishery
in Lake Erie was. The sections regarding trout management focused intensively on stocking, but also made
note where wild trout were doing well (not as many places as today). Prior to these studies, fry
and fingerling trout were pretty much just delivered to individuals or groups and told to go put them in a
good stream. These studies attempted to quantify what streams were most suitable to support stocking of
trout (temperatures, habitat, food supply) and recommended numbers to be stocked. It was the early
precursor to the stocking program we have today.” Links:
https://archive.org/details/biologicalsurvey00newy;
https://archive.org/details/biologicalsurveyg00newy.
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And, Mr. Cornett would like to call our attention to a video which can be accessed at:
http://www.hatchmag.com/articles/culverts-big-problem-simple-solution/7711167. The subject of the
video (which is part of an article) is the need for making more culverts passable to trout and other fish. As
Mr. Cornett has mentioned previously, “It is a huge issue in our region and all over.” Check out the video;
it will be worth your while.



Mr. Bill Jedlicka Files this Report about the Burchfield – Penney Exhibit: "Fly Fishing: A Celebration
of the Stream" is a collaboration between WNY TU and the Burchfield Penney Arts Center. The exhibit
runs from 2/14/14 through 5/18/14 and features artwork by Thomas Aquinas Daly, Tom Kegler and
Richard C. Harrington. Also featured in the exhibit is a display of flies tied by Dave Bollman and Charlie
Dickson. Additionally there will be a display of vintage fly fishing equipment loaned by chapter members.
Follow the link below for details on the exhibit. Hope to see you there!
http://www.burchfieldpenney.org/exhibitions/exhibition:02-14-2014-05-18-2014-fly-fishing-a-celebrationof-the-stream/



Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ended February 28, 2014 (Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina):
prior period

this period

thru 01/31/14

thru 02/28/14

(CHECKING ACCT)
BALANCE AT

JANUARY 1, 2014

BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 1, 2014

INFLOWS:

NONE

$1,554.75
$1,304.11

TOTAL INFLOWS:
OUTFLOWS:

FLY-TYING SUPPLIES

$0.00

$0.00

$44.64

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE

$206.00

MEMBERSHIP (EC Federation)

$90.00

DONATION (EC Fed Banquet)

$140.00

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE
MONTHLY MEETING - Rm
Rent

$276.00
$70.00

TOTAL
OUTFLOWS:
BALANCE AT

JANUARY 31, 2014

BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 28,2014

******************

*********************************

$250.64

$576.00

$1,304.11
$728.11
**************

*****************

*****************

prior period

this period

thru 01/31/14

thru 02/28/14

(MONEY MKT
ACCT)
JANUARY 1, 2014

BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 1, 2014

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

$25,923.18
$25,923.84
$0.66

$0.60

Page3

BALANCE AT

OUTFLOWS:

NONE

BALANCE AT

JANUARY 31, 2014

BALANCE AT

FEBRUARY 28,2014

$0.00

$0.00

$25,923.84
$25,924.44

Articles:

All Tied Up
Vol. 12, March 2014

“To Quill or Not to Quill”
By Jeff Kohler - WNYTU

brings thoughts of those first early spring days when
we can get out of the house and back onto the stream.
Whether for fabulous lake-run Steelhead on the Catt
or a weighted Wooly Bugger for stream-bred browns
on the Wiscoy, there’s a renewed feeling of
excitement and anticipation that comes with all those
daydreams.

For the fly tyer, this usually happens right after the
New Year’s Holiday ends and the NFL Playoffs
begin. While a major part of the daydream generation
process includes checking, cleaning and adjusting all
the rods, reels and lines in your arsenal, the biggest –
and most fun for me – begins with the process of
collecting up those fly boxes stashed away in the
equipment bag since the close of last season,
grabbing a pencil and paper and taking inventory of
what’s left, what’s missing and what’s to come.

Some flies you thought were the cat’s ass that really
weren’t get cut down to salvage those expensive
hooks. Standard flies mangled by fish or lost to tree
limbs must be replaced. And, hopefully, the research
and study you put in on the stream last year leads to
the creation of new flies and patterns to experiment
with when daydream becomes reality.

Last season I had a lot of fun with a few old patterns
which I certainly didn’t invent but had never tied
with quill bodies before. The Quill Gordon and Red
Quills with stripped quill bodies added an unmatched
degree of realism and fooled several large
Adirondack browns – much to this fly fisherman’s
delight.

A stripped quill is a hackle quill from which the
barbs have been removed. The term can also refer to
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For every fly fishing fanatic, each new trout season

a peacock quill that’s been stripped of its herl. Prestripped quills are available in small bundles in
various colors. As a preparation for tying, soak the
quills in an empty Maraschino Cherry (or reasonable
facsimile) bottle for a few days until you’re ready to
use them. This will soften them and keep them from
breaking while they’re being wrapped. I tied both
Red Quills and Quill Gordons; but you can also tie
Olives, Blue Quills and other duns with quill bodies.

Unless you’re a duck hunter and have access to a
private supply, Wood Duck is a bit pricey nowadays.
I suggest substitution of dyed Mallard until you get
the hang of tying a divided feather wing. Start by
securing the hook in your vise. Tie in a thread base
from behind the eye to just above the hook bend,
leaving a 1/8” gap between the eye and the tie-in
point of the thread. Bring your thread back to the tiein point and add a divided feather wing. Trim off the
excess feather and wrap back to a point just above the
hook bend. Tie in the tail fibers, and then attach your
quill, skinny end first. Wrap your thread forward to
about the mid-point of the hook shank behind the
upright wing and let it hang free. Now, grasp the
thick end of the quill with your hackle pliers and
gently wrap it forward under slight tension. Continue
wrapping till you get to the hanging thread. Maintain
gentle tension and tie off the quill body. Resist the
urge to add additional wraps to smooth things out as
they’re not necessary and add too much bulk. Now,
select a size 12 hackle and tie it in behind the wing.
Wrap at least 3 turns of hackle behind the wing and 2
in front of the wing. Tie off the hackle and whip
finish. Trim off the thread, add a drop of head cement
and then trim off the hackle. I like to add a coat of
clear nail polish to the quill body for durability.

To tie Art Flick’s Red Quill (e. subvaria, male),
you’ll need the following for his recipe:

To the beginning or intermediate tyer, the use of quill
bodies may seem a little intimidating; but some
patience and practice will yield beautifully tied
patterns which the trout will love and of which you
can be proud.






Hook: Mustad 94840 or equivalent, Size 12
Thread: Danville 70 Denier Black waxed
Tail: few wisps of dun spade or barb feather
Body: quill of large hackle feather from Rhode
Island Red cock, stripped and well soaked
 Hackle: natural blue dun
 Wing: flank feather of mandarin or wood duck
drake

Here, for your reading pleasure, are copies of a WNYTU Newsletter from days gone by.
This one is from around September, 1972. (It makes reference to Hurricane Agnes, which
struck in June of 1972. Remember that one!?) Ed.
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Our Advertisers

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

BID TO WIN…

55” LG TV

TROUT UNLIMITED
BANQUET AND FUNDRAISER
SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 2014
LUCARELLI’S BANQUET FACILITY
LACKAWANNA, NY
6PM CASH BAR
7PM DINNER

$30 TICKET INCLUDES: BUFFET DINNER & DOOR PRIZE ENTRY
ALSO: SILENT AND VERBAL AUCTIONS, BUCKET & SPECIAL RAFFLES

FOR MORE PRIZE INFO AND FOR TICKETS CONTACT:
LEN BIGAJ

OR VISIT:
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(716) 826-4178 or email: lbigaj001@roadrunner.com

OAK ORCHARD FLY SHOP, 5977 MAIN ST., WILLIAMSVILLE
ORVIS SHOP, EASTERN HILLS MALL

Trout Unlimited is a non-profit organization with the mission to: conserve, protect and restore
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North America’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds.

