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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, March 28, 2017, 7:00 pm, at the ORVIS SHOP
(Eastern Hills Mall, 4545 Transit Road, Williamsville, N.Y.). PLEASE NOTE THIS SPECIAL TIME AND
LOCATION FOR THE MARCH, 2017, MEETING) Fly tying starts at 6 p.m. (at the Orvis Shop). Please
bring black thread, because we will be tying the Bead Head Woolly Bugger.
Our presenter, for the “entertainment” portion of the chapter meeting, will be Mr. Joe Gould, from Buffalo
Niagara Riverkeeper. He will discuss the Riverkeeper project to improve habitat and connectivity on Crow
Creek, a small, wild brook trout stream near Attica, N.Y. Please join us. (P.S. WNYTU will be cooperating
on the Crow Creek project.)
Label

President’s Message
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We’ve now had two monthly general meetings under our new format; and, hopefully, it is succeeding. Forty-two
people attended the January meeting, and 45 were present in February to hear Scott Cornett inform us about the
health and status of the inland trout fishery in Region 9. Scott’s presentation is usually well-attended; but, this year,
the “turnout” was even better than it had been recently. Hopefully, we will continue to see more of you at the
chapter meetings.

On the national news front, the President’s initial budget calls for a reduction in funding of the Great Lakes
Restoration Initiative – GLRI – from $300 million, annually, to $10 million. This would devastate Great Lakes
watershed restoration work. We’ve actually used some of this money in projects. Most people probably don’t
think of the North Branch of Wiscoy Creek as Great Lakes water; but it flows into the Wiscoy, then into the
Genesee, and then into Lake Ontario. The North Branch Wiscoy project would not have been possible without this
money. A few years ago, the Red House Brook Chapter also used GLRI funds for a project on Clear Creek in the
area of the gun club on Route 98. We have to campaign diligently to have this money restored. [Editor’s Note:
Kindly see the article by yours truly later in this newsletter. It was prepared independently of, and prior to
receiving, Chuck’s Message!]
On a happier note, the snow seems to be melting and the creeks are flowing. Hopefully, the trout and steelhead
will have adequate water and temperatures to stay healthy.

Trout in the Classroom: Permits have been obtained for all our classrooms. As the trout are released, I will
report on it and, hopefully, have some pictures.
Stream Projects: We will be planting trees, including stock from both the DEC’s Saratoga Nursery and the Elm
Research Institute in Keene, N.H., on Trout Brook and the Wiscoy. We’ve been getting elms from them for several
years, and most of them seem to be doing very well. The trees are certified to be free of Dutch Elm Disease. They
run a great program, partnering with TU nationally, and provide the potted and rooted elms to us for only $1 apiece,
plus shipping. The planting should take place in late April or early May. Around the same time, we want to
venture to the North Branch and to start removing the oldest tree tubes we have there. They have a limited lifetime,
and we want to remove and to reuse them.

and Niagara Rivers. Jill Jedlicka, executive director of BNRK, and the wife of our own Bill, accepted the award on
behalf of BNRK. [Above: Ms. Jedlicka receives the President’s Award from Chuck Godfrey.]
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Awards: At the Erie County Federation’s recent annual Awards and Fundraising Banquet, Buffalo Niagara
Riverkeeper was presented with the President’s Special Recognition Award for its great work on both the Buffalo

Then, in a total surprise to her, she was presented with the Stanley Spisiak Conservationist Award for her longtime
involvement in the local conservation movement. Stan Spisiak was a former Federation president and champion of
cleaning up the Buffalo River – and a great uncle of Jill. [Below: Frank Miskey, Sr., presents the Stan Spisiak
Award to Ms. Jedlicka.]

March 28, 2017, WNYTU Chapter Meeting: This month’s “entertainment” will be Mr. Joe Gould, Director of
Ecological Programs for Buffalo Niagara Riverkeeper. The meeting will be held at the Orvis Shop in Williamsville
(Eastern Hills Mall, 4545 Transit Road) at 7:00 p.m. Please note the different venue and time. This will be our
first meeting at the Orvis Shop.
Joe will be giving a presentation on a project to improve habitat and connectivity on a small, wild brook trout
stream outside of Attica, N.Y. WNY Trout Unlimited will be partnering with Riverkeeper on the project. Other
project partners include: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, N.Y.S. Department of Environmental Conservation,
Wyoming County Soil and Water Conservation District, the Town of Orangeville and the Village of Attica. This
will be our first time partnering with Riverkeeper, an internationally renowned conservation group. They have
recently started emphasizing headwaters watershed improvement, as well as major waterbody work.

Announcements:
A Report from Mr. David Bollman:
Fly-Tying: Please remember that this month’s fly tying will take place at the Orvis Shop at 6 p.m., just
before the March 28 Chapter meeting. Please bring black thread for tying the Bead Head Woolly Bugger.
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•

Shows: This year’s Sport and Travel Expo went extremely well, thanks to the assistance of the following
people: Henry Lipiew, Bill and Pat Koerner, Brian Barry, Chuck Godfrey. Between them and myself,
a total of $830.00 was brought in to help the chapter. Forty-five children took part in tying flies on Sunday,
March 12. I would like to thank Bill Koerner, Kevin O’Neil, and Robert Dzimian for helping out with
that particular effort. James Fair was the winner of the fly tying kit.

Project Healing Waters: We have one more fly tying session at the Buffalo VA. It is scheduled for April
13, 2017. The dates for Elma are: Friday, May 12; Thursday, June 15; Friday, July 14; Thursday, August
17; and Friday, September 15.

WNYTU Picnic: The annual chapter picnic will take place at Como Lake Park, Shelter #5, on June 17,
2017.

News from DEC: (1) Mr. ScottCornett, Fisheries Biologist, NYS DEC Region 9 would like us to be
aware of this year’s Genesee River Angler Diary Program:
Genesee River Angler Diarists Needed
The New York State DEC Region 9 Fisheries Office will be running an angler diary program on the
Genesee River in Allegany and Wyoming Counties. The program will run from March 1st through
October 31st, 2017. This program will cover the river from the PA line downstream through
Letchworth State Park and will record data for both trout and bass fishing trips.
If you fish the Genesee River (even once) and would like to keep a diary for DEC, please call the
Region 9 Fisheries Office at (716) 379-6372 or e-mail at fwfish9@gw.dec.state.ny.us. This diary
program will be used to evaluate the quality of the fishery and determine future management
actions.
(2) Mr. D’Mitri Gill (DEC) sends this greeting to trout anglers [Editor’s Note: This is not to be confused
with those other government “greetings” many will recall from the 1960’s. LOL]
Greetings Trout Anglers,
Recipients of this message are on the email distribution list for DEC Trout Stocking Schedules for
western New York. Hatchery staff will be stocking our area waters through March, April and May.
As we receive updated stocking schedules from our Hatchery staff, we will update the schedule and
send them to you.
The trout-stocked lakes in Cattaraugus and Allegany Counties have already been stocked and are
open to trout fishing all year. Be aware, many of the streams listed on attached schedule are closed to
trout fishing until April 1st. Select creeks are open to trout fishing all year. Check the special
regulations by county at http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/71546.html to see what waters are open to
trout fishing all year.
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If you wish to be removed from the trout stocking email list, please respond to this email. If you have
additional questions about trout stocking in western New York, send an email to
fwfish9@dec.ny.gov. [The pdf stocking list is included along with this newsletter unless you have
requested no attachments.]

•

Educational Fly Fishing Conference: We have received word of an opportunity for educators. “Children
in the Stream: An Interdisciplinary Fly Fishing Conference” will be a three-day event at the Roger Tory
Peterson Institute in Jamestown, N.Y. and should be of interest to teachers of elementary or high school
students, mentors, or company trainers. Mr. Dave Barus writes that the instructors are “two Western New
York folks with Emeritus status in teaching and fishing.” For details, please check out this link to an article
by “Forrest Fisher”: http://www.sharetheoutdoors.com/2017/03/13/educational-fly-fishing-conference-itsabout-kids/. [Editor’s Note: I recently visited the Roger Tory Peterson Institute and was very impressed.]

•

Face Book: Mr. Bill Jedlicka writes: “We invite you to visit Western New York Trout Unlimited on
Facebook. Please "Like" the page and "Share" it with your Facebook friends. It's a great way to spread the
word about the important things WNYTU does in the area and can help interested people (including current
or, perhaps, future members) stay informed about upcoming activities.
And feel free to post some of your favorite fishing or fly tying photos as well!

•

Save the Date! WNY Secretary, Mr. David Unetich, announces that the May 30, 2017, WNYTU chapter
meeting will feature a presentation by Mr. David “Rock” Rockwell. His topics will include “The Perfect
Environmental Storm: 300 Year History of the Great Lakes” and “Missing Steelhead: B-1
Deficiency in Adult Steelhead”. Mr. Rockwell has spoken in front of other chapters, and his discussions
were very well received. We look forward to hearing what he has to say. So, again, “Save the Date!”

•

Editor’s Note: Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month
except for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is only
available twice a year (September and January). Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial
burden, to WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to
forgo the print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email). It would
help our organization considerably if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do
is send me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and
remove your name from the paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com
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(3) Mr. Scott Cornett has sent the following fascinating videos of trout eggs and subsequent
developments. Mr. Chuck Godfrey, who sends them to us, recommends they be viewed in the order given.
https://youtu.be/JHoVZJ64Gpw , https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D8Xr5jcCZ8g ,
https://youtu.be/dkkFCRpg9DQ .

Articles:

1970 Revisited?
By Russell Shefrin

“A thing is right when it tends to preserve the integrity, stability, and beauty of
the biotic community. It is wrong when it tends otherwise.”
…The Land Ethic by Aldo Leopold

Judging from the bumper stickers on cars parked outside our chapter meetings, I gather that we are rather
diverse lot, politically. When I assumed the role of newsletter editor, I was wisely advised, by my predecessor, that
I should use caution in handling political matters. Thus far, I have carefully followed that guideline. However, a
couple of recent experiences have induced me to take a few steps off that path. What follows are my personal
opinions and may or may not represent the positions of WNYTU or its members.
The first of these experiences occurred as I was poring over some the earliest newsletters of our chapter in my
quest to trace the 1972 story in “Trout” magazine (reported in our February, 2017, issue). The documents from
around 1970 – 1972 struck me as having a certain tone, different from that of more recent years. There seemed to
be more skeptical, even angry, basically “political”, comments. Essentially, they represented a passionate
environmental activism. As I recall, the late ‘60’s, early 70’s saw the emergence of the latest iteration of
environmentalism, often under the name of “ecology”. Our early newsletter articles demonstrated a clear belief
that the “environment” – in this case, cold water fisheries habitat – needs a vigorous defense against both private
exploitation and government short-sightedness.
Here are a few examples.

(2) Newsletter No. 5 (December, 1970), page2. There is a report of “items of interest” discussed at a recent
Chapter meeting. Apparently, the items are announced with approval; but use of quotation marks suggests
some skepticism on the part of the editor: “A summary of pollution abatement on the Cattaraugus Creek is as
follows: (1) Nuclear Fuel Services is moving to make their aqueous discharges “drinking water pure” [italics
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(1) Newsletter No. 4 (1970?), page 2. Responding to a published finding that “NTA, the phosphate replacement
in detergents” will achieve “almost complete” degradation in around two to three weeks, our editor at the
time asks, “But how complete is ‘almost’?”

in the original]… (2) The Moench Tannery has completed the pilot study, and should meet their deadline of
June, 1971. (3) [NYS DEC] is compiling material to refer Peter Cooper (glue) to legal action… (4) The
towns of Gowanda and North Collins and the State Hospital are “moving” [italics in the original] toward a
joint primary and secondary treatment facility.”
(3) Newsletter No. 7 (March, 1971), page 2. Referring to a proposed NYSDEC budget cut, the newsletter editor
comments, “It would lead to the complete stoppage of all new stream improvement work, and lay off about
300 from NYSDEC. It just seems to me there are a H______ [as in original] of a lot better places to cut than
here.”
(4) Newsletter No. 8 (June, 1971), page 2. The editor approves, with the note, “Another small step to better
water”, an announcement that the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has “asked the Justice
Department to take action against the Growers Co-op, Seneca Foods, and Welch Foods for discharging
untreated wastes into Lake Erie via Chautauqua Creek.”
(5) Newsletter No. 9 (July, 1971), page 2. The editor reports on the after-effects of a storm that raised Clear
Creek over the bridges: “The stream survived nicely, but the Dept. of Transportation decided to “improve” a
couple hundred yards of it. It didn’t survive that attack. It’s enough to make one sick!”
(6) Newsletter No. 14 (1972?), page 1. The then editor expresses outrage over stream “clean-up” after
Hurricane Agnes: “...we’ve been having the most unbelievable series of battles with bulldozers that you can
imagine. Under the guise of repairing damages, they (Corps of Engineers) are busy bulldozing every trout
stream they can find even when this “200 year” flood caused no damage… Greed came out from every rock.
…. In order that all of these projects should get under way, “the word” [italics in original] was passed down
from the Department of Conservation….in Albany to OK the requests and don’t let little matters like
fisheries and good judgement stand in the way.” [Shades of Hurricane Sandy? Ed.]
(7) Newsletter No. 14 (1972?), page 1. The editor recounts that one of the “battles” with bulldozers occurred on
Clear Creek, near Route 98, and involved “the recruitment of a crew to [stage a] “fish in” in front of the
dozer…” Apparently, the “fish in” wasn’t needed; but it is noteworthy the lengths to which some of our
early members were willing to go to protect our streams.
(8) Newsletter No. 15 (1972?), page 2. The editor reports that there is a saw mill on Clear Creek in Chautauqua
County which has been “throwing sawdust into the creek”. He appeals to chapter members who have
witnessed or photographed the pollution to notify the DEC of their experience.

While, indeed, some of these stories still have a familiar ring, looked at from today’s perspectives, it is hard to
believe that the blatant disregard for the natural world as reported in those old articles was as common-place,
perhaps even casually accepted, as it seems to have been. Not that this sort of thing still doesn’t happen, of course;
but a different attitude toward it appears more widespread. I like to believe that there is less need now, than there
was 45 years ago, to convince the public and most politicians that indifference to the well-being of the natural
world is just wrong. Perhaps opinions such as those expressed in those earlier newsletters eventually did raise the
public consciousness enough so that what thinkers like Aldo Leopold had in mind by the concept of a “land ethic”
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(9) Newsletter No. 15 (1972), page 3. Commenting on his “long telephone conversation” with a DEC official
about some of the agency’s responses [presumably to Hurricane Agnes] and other matters, the newsletter
editor at the time says, “Again, these are more cases of rotten politics when professionalism and fisheries
management should be the deciding issues.”

has finally taken root. So, our more recent newsletters have had the luxury of focusing more on restoring habitat,
and on the practical obstacles to doing so, rather than on convincing others that saving it is worthwhile in the first
place.

Enter experience number two. Ok, Ok, at the risk of offending some of our more conservative members, for
purposes of “full disclosure”, I will admit that I am very much of the liberal/progressive persuasion and am more
than a little perturbed by the arrival of the Trump administration. After the election in November, though, I tried to
calm myself with the idea that, maybe, things wouldn’t be as bad as I had feared. But now my patience is at an end;
the latest last straw was the early March, 2017, report of the Trump administration budget proposal for the
Environmental Protection Agency. According to news accounts, the proposed budget includes major program cuts
and may be part of a larger plan to reduce the effectiveness of the agency. One particular challenge for our local
area is word that the proposal calls for reducing the budget for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiate (GLRI) from
300 million to 10 million dollars, a 97% change. (In December, congress authorized that the GLRI continue
through 2021 at the 300-million-dollar level; but, apparently, annual votes are required to provide the funding.) The
Buffalo News (3/3/2017) noted that the GLRI played a key role in several area projects, including (but not limited
to) cleanup efforts along the Buffalo and Niagara rivers. Local officials and advocates have pointed out that,
without proper funding, not only future, but current, projects are in jeopardy. Our Representative, Brian Higgins
(D-NY) has written an article entitled “Cuts to the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative: A plan to sink American
Cities”, (The Hill, 3/7/2017). He points out that the GLRI, “…sets the standard for interagency and international
cooperation”. By “cleaning up pollution, promoting shoreline health, combating invasive species and protecting
fish and wildlife”, it is also “contributing to Buffalo’s renaissance”. Incidentally, TU “national” is strongly in favor
of GLRI. Their website includes a document holding that the GLRI is “a vital source of funding for restoration and
protection projects for Trout Unlimited and many other conservation organizations”.

In any event, I think that, whether any of us is pro- or anti-Trump, or somewhere in between, the recent EPA
budget proposal ought to be a wakeup call. I hope it is not the tip of some kind of iceberg representing a deemphasis on environmental protection. We need to be vigilant. I do not know whether the comments in our
WNYTU newsletters of nearly half a century ago were written by conservatives or liberals, but they were clearly
those of people motivated to “speak truth to power” as far as the natural world is concerned. We would do well to
follow their example lest we have to start all over again to protect, reconnect, and restore our priceless natural
resource.
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Now, I understand that the proposal (assuming it is being correctly reported) is just that; and President Trump is
known to begin negotiations by taking extreme positions as a sort of bargaining strategy, so that what he is willing
to accept is more reasonable than initially stated. But the EPA administrator, Mr. Pruitt, and many in his party have
taken some rather “anti-environment” positions in the past. “If you look at the track record of these people [
Trump’s appointees], we’re likely to see attempts to roll back clean air regulations, clean water regulations,
endangered species protections…”, says Michael Brune, Executive Director of the Sierra Club (NBC News
12/18/2016). “It’s Hard to Overstate How Anti-Environment Donald Trump’s Cabinet Picks Are”, reads a
Huffington Post headline (12/13/2016). So, in my view, we who support environmental protection and
conservation cannot afford to “assume the best” with regard to the eventual EPA budget. (Personally, I am worried
that an “assume the worst” position may more accurately reflect what we can expect from this administration on the
“ecology” front, in general. But, hopefully, that’s just the flaming progressive in me coming out!)

Photos:

***
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(1) Scenes from the March, 2017, Western New York Travel Expo (Submitted by Mr. Chuck Godfrey). Shown,
clockwise around the table in the first photo are Mr. Dave Bollman (to the left), Mr. Kevin O’Neill, Mr. Bob
Dzimian, and Mr. Bill Koerner.

(2) Views of our February 28, 2017 chapter meeting during Mr. Scott Cornett’s presentation (Submitted by Mr.
Chuck Godfrey).
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Our Advertiser
Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows

Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

