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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, May 29, 2012, 7:30 pm at the Donovan American
Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly tying will start at 6pm. Please bring black
thread, because we will be tying Green Butt Skunk (not the black and white variety; ha, ha, Ed.)
Our speaker, for the “entertainment” portion of the meeting, will be Jill Spisiak Jedlicka, Director of
Ecological Programs for the Buffalo-Niagara Riverkeepers. Please join us.

President’s Report

Label

Greetings Fellow TUers,

I also want to thank all the volunteers who were able to attend the May 5th planting project on the North Branch
of the Wiscoy. Chuck Godfrey will have a full report. It’s good to see the participation we had in the final phase of

Page1

I want to thank U.S. Fish and Wildlife’s Betsy Trometer (Native Species Program Leader) for her presentation
on efforts to restore Lake Trout and Lake Sturgeon to Lake Ontario and the Niagara River. I also want to thank
Beth Smeader, of Great Lakes Experience, for her discussion of proposals to develop the Buffalo waterfront in a
way that supports conservation. Once again, the contributions of our professional conservation community were
evidenced in the cooperation of federal and state agencies.

this very intense project. Many hours of labor went into furthering habitat, and we have already seen positive
results.
To use an excerpt from my briefing to the NYSTU Council: Despite an aggressive letter writing campaign to
the legislative and executive branches of NYS government, encouraging the “set the bar high” goals for clean water
standard, set by EPA and NY, our state has dropped its restrictive ballast water rules in favor of working with
“other states and stakeholders to advocate a strong national standard". This is disappointing to see, because Lake
Ontario is the first in the Great Lakes chain and an excellent opportunity to stop invasive species from entering the
watershed “upstream”. The DEC has announced that it will leave in place national ballast water standards put forth
by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) through the end of 2013. The EPA standards require shippers to
install technology that would limit the number of live organisms in the ballast tanks. The standards are aimed at
protecting U.S. waters from exotic species. The shipping industry has stated they could operate within the new EPA
guidelines, and opponents of the DEC's proposal said the agency sought a level of water cleanliness that was
technologically impossible. I beg to differ. If you don’t set the bar high, a goal of cleaner water technological
development isn’t likely to be achieved. New standards will have to be adopted in 2013for a new four-year term.
DEC Commissioner Joseph Martens said that the EPA guidelines "can be strengthened" to protect against invasive
aquatic species and that the agency would work to advocate that the EPA "adopt a more protective national
approach. A strong, uniform national standard is the preferred approach to ensuring that vessels install and use
achievable and cost-effective technology to treat ballast water discharges." For those of you that have been
following the invasive species threat, what appears, to some, as success towards fighting invasives from ballast
water may not be as aggressive as what our Great Lakes’ needs.
Our guest speaker for the May membership meeting will be Jill Spisiak Jedlicka, Director of Ecological
Programs of the Buffalo Niagara Riverkeepers.
Remember…We ALL live downstream. Please come out and support YOUR local chapter, become involved.
See you at the meeting.
Gary Coons, WNYTU Chapter President.

Announcements
A Report from Mr. Len Bigaj:
Banquet: I am happy to report that we have a new Banquet Chairman, namely, Bill Jedlicka. Please
continue to help to make next year’s Banquet a great success. If anyone would like to be on the Banquet
committee, please contact Bill. We can use all the help we can get. Next year’s Banquet will be on March
23, 2013, at Lucarellis. I would to thank everyone for all your help over the past eleven years that I have
been Banquet Chair. Thanks, too, to my family “Banquet Committee". Without you, we would not have
been so successful.
Shows: The next show will be the Erie County Fair, August 8 through 19, 2012. Once again, we will
need help in staffing the booth.
Project Healing Waters: We will be fishing with the veterans at the Elma Conservation Club on the
following dates: June 5, June 27, July 17, August 7, September 5, and September 27. The start time is
10:30am. If you would like to help out, please let me know. Thanks, Len.
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News from DEC:
Mr. James Markham, Lake Erie Fisheries Unit, NYSDEC, has forwarded an announcement of a
conference which trains adults to use fly fishing as an introduction to science, literature, social studies,
conservation, and art in both communities and schools. You can learn about it by going to www.childrenin
the stream.com. Mr. Markham was informed of this conference by Professor Alberto Rey of State
University of New York at Fredonia. I understand that there is a deadline which is coming up soon.
Mr. Markham would also like to draw your attention to the June 21, 2012, Lake Erie – Upper Niagara
River Fish Management Workshop to be held at Woodlawn Beach State Park Pavilion from 6pm to
9pm. Their announcement is appended to this newsletter. Check it out – the graphic is truly spectacular!
Mr. Scott Cornett, DEC Region 9 Fishery Biologist writes: “I would like to offer my sincere
appreciation to all the people (29, in all I think) who came out to make the tree planting at the N. Branch
Wiscoy a success. We needed all the hands to get it done in just one day; and everyone did a great job
(well, other than a certain unnamed DEC biologist who got his truck stuck in the mud, for the second year
in a row)!
It was really nice to see several folks who brought their kids along. Start the volunteer spark in them at
an early age! This year's tree planting wraps up what has been a very ambitious project that could never
have happened without so much help from WNYTU volunteers. I am truly grateful to have such a
dedicated group of anglers and conservationists to work with.” [Scott also expressed appreciation to Chuck
Godfrey (see below) for coordinating volunteer efforts and to Debbie and Marie for the great lunch. Our
thanks to you, too, Scott, for your hard work on this project. Ed.]

And From Stream Projects Chairman, Mr. Chuck Godfrey:
On Saturday, May 5, twenty nine volunteers joined the DEC’s Scott Cornett in planting 525 trees where
the lunkers were installed last summer on the North Branch of Wiscoy Creek. Jim Stachowski, Dave
Labiak, Jim Budny, Joe and Kevin Morgan, Gene Romanyshyn, Tom Piwowar, Bill, Owen, and Alex
Jedlicka, Marie, Ethan, and Audrey Godfrey, Al Rosinski, Tony Vecio, Gary Coons, Tom Hromowyk,
Tom, Sidney, and Sierra Olszowy, Jeff Baker, George Welsh, Dave and Greta Unetich, Don Kwiatkowski,
Bill Koerner, Leigh Cornett, Chuck and Debby Godfrey made up what may have been the largest crew of
volunteers we’ve ever had. It’s certainly the largest crew since I started working on these projects in 1984.
[Ed. Note: Please see the photos, later in this newsletter.]
Five hundred of the new trees, along with some of the red maples planted last year, had tree tubes and
stakes installed to protect them from deer. Five hundred of the trees were from the DEC’s Nursery at
Saratoga, and 25 were elms which were supplied, for free, by the Elm Research Institute of Keene, N.H.
This is the third year we have received free elms from them under a partnership program they have with TU
at the national level.
We have a little bit more work to do on this project this summer, including sawing off some tree limbs
to allow the sun to get to several of the trees we’ve planted. Then we will continue to monitor the project
for the foreseeable future. Monitoring efforts will include electroshocking the entire stretch to compare the
trout population with the results obtained from the last two years’ shocking efforts.
Thanks to everyone for all your efforts on this project. I believe this will put us at nearly 900 volunteer
hours total for the project. Special thanks go out to my wife, Debby, for putting together all the lunch
materials, as usual, and to both her and my daughter-in-law, Marie, for setting up everything as well as
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coming along to help with the planting. We also send our thanks to Leigh Cornett both for helping with the
planting and for supplying her “world famous” brownies and peanut butter chocolate chip cookies.


Honors for Scott Cornett: Mr. Chuck Godfrey reports, further, that, “On Saturday, April 28, Scott
Cornett was inducted into the New York State Outdoorsmen Hall of Fame at [an] induction ceremony and
banquet at the Rusty Rail in Canastota, NY. The immediate past president has said that Scott is the first
active duty DEC employee to have been inducted. Scott was nominated by Chuck Godfrey on behalf of the
Erie County Fed. of Sportsmen’s Clubs, with support from Gary Coons on behalf of WNYTU, Brent
Kelley on behalf of UGTU, Dave Savko for RHBTU, Paul MacKeown from the DEC, Dave Reckahn, who
had worked with Scott at the WCSWCD, and Joe Morgan of WNYTU. Scott was introduced by Erie
County Federation president Chuck Godfrey.” [Please see photos later in this newsletter. Ed]



Youth Fishing Events. Mr. Dave Barus reports that several area groups are organizing youth educational
outreach events called "Teach-Me-To-Fish" clinics. Each event supports from 125 to 225 kids and uses a
raffle to give away 70 to 100 rod and reel rigs valued from $12 to $40 each. Mr. Barus’ announcement is
appended to this newsletter.



Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ending April 30, 2012 (Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina):

(CHECKING ACCT)

this period

thru 03/31/12

thru 04/30/12

$152.03
$753.03

APRIL 1, 2012
50/50 DRAWING

$55.00

TRANS FROM MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT

$1,200.00

SHOWS

$820.00

TOTAL INFLOWS:

$820.00

MONTHLY MEETING

$70.00

BOND INSURANCE

$100.00

50/50 DRAWING PRIZE

$28.00

SUPPLIES (Checks)

$49.00

SHOWS (Fly-Tying Supplies)

$20.00

SHOWS (Prizes)

$52.00

AWARDS

$150.00

STREAM PROJECTS

$59.85
$1,067.85

TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

$219.00

$1,377.70

$753.03

MARCH 31,2012

$630.33

APRIL 30, 2012
*********************************

$1,255.00

**************

**************

*****************

*****************
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MARCH 1, 2012

prior period

MARCH 1, 2012

prior period

this period

thru 03/31/12

thru 04/30/12

(MONEY MKT ACCT)

$21,698.16
$21,699.63

APRIL 1, 2012
INTEREST

$1.47

$1.39

TRANSFER TO CHECKING ACCOUNT

$0.00

$1,200.00

MARCH 31,2012

(MONEY MKT ACCT)

$21,699.63
$20,501.02

APRIL 30, 2012

Articles

(Editors Note: Due to the length of this edition, the continuation of the course outline for the
“Watercourse” series will, hopefully, be included in a later newsletter.)

A Message from the 2013 Annual Banquet Chairman
By Bill Jedlicka
As the incoming Annual Banquet Chairman, I would like, first of all, to thank Len Bigaj for his eleven years as
the Annual Banquet Chairman and for making this event the success that it is. I would also like to thank his family
for their dedication and countless hours helping Len to secure donations and for helping to make the annual event
run so smoothly. Without their tireless efforts, the chapter’s single biggest fundraising event would not achieve its
goals.
Looking forward, it will be more challenging than ever to raise money to underwrite the many great programs
and projects that the WNY chapter is involved in. To meet these challenges, I am proposing an approach to
soliciting contributions that, I believe, will help us to navigate the current fundraising environment.

I am asking for help from the Board and Membership to achieve this goal. The assistance you can lend
would be effortless and, at the same time, invaluable. Below you will see the sponsorship levels for the 2013
Banquet. I have prepared a brief presentation for prospective sponsors and donors. Where you can assist is
by letting me know of any contact you may have that you feel might be interested in supporting our efforts.
Perhaps you yourself work for a company that might be interested in sponsoring the event at one of the
levels below. Perhaps you and a group of your friends or co-workers would like to contribute at a certain
level. We all likely know people who would be more than happy to contribute to the WNY TU mission. Their
collective financial contributions would assist us in continuing to grow as an organization that seeks to keep
our area waterways forever clean and to encourage more people to enjoy this resource. All sponsors will be
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The goal for the 2013 Annual Banquet fundraising effort is to have all the auction items, grand prizes, door
prizes and bucket raffles directly contributed or underwritten by “sponsorship”. The less the chapter has to pay for,
the more money that goes to work in stream projects, Trout in the Classroom, Project Healing Waters, etc.

recognized for their contributions at the banquet, and in the newsletter, unless they prefer to donate
anonymously.
If you know a company, small business, individual or group of individuals that you think would be
interested in contributing, please let me know. I would be very happy to set up a time to meet with them and
discuss what we do and how they can help through contributing at a sponsorship level comfortable for them.
You can contact me at bill.jedlicka@gmail.com or 716-481-7003.
Here are the 2013 Annual Banquet Sponsorship Levels. These sponsorship contributions would be used
to purchase items from a “Wish List” which ranges from Grand Prize items to door prizes and bucket
raffles.
Trophy Level Sponsor: $1000 and up.
Steelhead Level Sponsor: $500 - $999
Brookie Level Sponsor: $250 - $499
Rainbow Level Sponsor: $100 - $249
Emerger Level Sponsor: $50 - $99
With your help, we can continue to grow this event and further enable our chapter to fulfill its mission.
With Sincere Thanks,
Bill Jedlicka, Banquet Chairman

Photo Section:
May 5, North Branch of the Wiscoy Planting. Photos by Chuck Godfrey.
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Planting trees just below the ford in the middle of the stretch of stream.

Jim Stachowski shows Ethan Godfrey that it’s
never too early to learn how use a post pounder.

***

Scott Cornett induction into the New York State Outdoorsmen Hall of Fame:
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Left to Right: Scott Faulkner, President of NYSOHOF, Scott Cornett, Chuck Godfrey.

Chuck Godfrey, Scott Cornett, and Leigh Cornett, after the ceremony.

Our Advertisers
Century Printing and Graphics, Inc.

Whispering Pines Fish Farm

Full Color Digital Printing Specialists

Pond Stocking

5872 Main Street

Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows

Williamsville, New York 14221

Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish

716-634-7816

716-496-7440
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Please see the Appendix which follows:

LAKE ERIE – UPPER NIAGARA RIVER
FISH MANAGEMENT WORKSHOP

Woodlawn Beach State Park Pavilion
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June 21, 2012

6:00 – 9:00pm
6:00 - 7:00pm – Posters and Demonstrations
7:00 - 9:00pm – Upper Niagara River and Lake Erie Presentations; Open
Discussion

Sponsored by:
Lake Erie Fisheries Unit and Region 9 Fisheries
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

********************************************************************************************

Teach Me to Fish Events: (Table submitted by Mr. Dave Barus)

WNY Fishing Event 2012 Date Details Contact / Info

Erie Federation/NYSDEC Youth Fishing
Clinic; Tifft Nature
Preserve

6/2/12 YOUTH & FAMILY; Fishing
Derby, 10am–1pm, pond, free
Sahlens lunch, fishing, use of
rods/reels, free bait/prizes,
FREE, Open to public.
6/9/12 YOUTH & FAMILY: 9:30 am 1 pm, Tifft Nature Preserve,
Lake Kristy, Buffalo; 3 hr pgm,
free Sahlens hot dog lunch,
free use rods/reels, free bait,

Info: Dave Barus,
716-597-4081

Call 716-851-7010
to register.
Info: Dave Barus,
716-597-4081
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East Aurora Fish &
Game "Teach-Me-ToFish"; 1016 Luther
Rd., East Aurora

free prizes, fishing; preRegistration Required. FREE,
Open to Public.
Erie Federation/NYS- 6/23/12 YOUTH & FAMILY;: 9:30 am DEC Youth Fishing
1 p.m., Route 240-Orchard
Clinic, Chestnut Ridge
Park, free Sahlens lunch, free
Park Lake
use of rods/reels, free bait, free
prizes, fishing, pre-registration
required. FREE, Open to
Public.

Page11

No license
required 6/23-24.
Resident or nonresident. Call 716652-4180 to
register. Info: Dave
Barus, 716-5974081
Ducks Unlimited
8/25/12 YOUTH & FAMILY; fishing,
Info: George
Green Wing Outdoors
shooting, hunting training for
Rockey 716-674Event, Elma
youth, many outdoor fun events 3075
Conservation, Creek
Rd., Elma

