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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, May, 2017, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan American Legion
Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly tying starts at 6 p.m. Please bring red thread,
because we will be tying the Ausable Wulff.
Our presenter, for the “entertainment” portion of the chapter meeting, will be Mr. David “Rock”
Rockwell. His topics are “The Perfect Environmental Storm: 300 Year History of the Great Lakes” and
“Missing Steelhead: B-1 Deficiency in Adult Steelhead”. Mr. Rockwell has spoken in front of other
chapters, and his discussions were very well received. We look forward to hearing what he has to say.
Please join us.
Label

Hi everyone. We hope to see you at our next general meeting on Tuesday, May 30, when David “Rock”
Rockwell will discuss “The Perfect Environmental Storm: 300 Year History of the Great Lakes” and “Missing
Steelhead: B-1 Deficiency in Adult Steelhead.” This should be very interesting. It seems our decision to change
the format of our chapter meetings to a very brief business meeting followed by a presentation has continued to
work well, as we have had our four largest crowds in years at the last four general meetings. On the environmental
front, it looks as though National Fuel Gas may be going to court to appeal the DEC’s decision to deny its
permit application for the proposed “Northern Access Pipeline” project. As we become aware of developments, we
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President’s Message

will keep you posted. Given the amount of rain we’ve had this spring – the most precipitation, ever, from March 1
to May 1 – it would appear that there is a healthy amount of water in the creeks, at least to start the
season. Hopefully, we can look forward to decent water levels and temperatures throughout the season – and,
hopefully, you’ll get to go fishing more. I know I’ve been retired for 15 years now and am wondering how I ever
found time to work, let alone to go fishing. Finally, please remember our annual WNYTU family picnic. On June
17, 2017, we will be holding the picnic at Como Lake Park in Lancaster. See the flyer later in the newsletter for
details. People seem to have enjoyed themselves at the first picnics, so please consider coming.
Stream Projects:
On May 6, we planted 165 elms, silver maples, sycamores, and hybrid poplars in the Wiscoy Creek area. The
weather was arguably the worst I’ve encountered in 34 years of stream projects, but it was probably good for the
trees. We did have a much colder day on Elton Creek a couple of years ago, but this was cold, windy, and rainy
most of the time. It was a real tribute to the dedication of our volunteers. The trees were planted, and tubed, at our
2013 project on the Wing Farm on the Wiscoy, at Hillside Road at the bridge over Trout Brook, and in the 2011
project on the North Branch of Wiscoy Creek. Some of these were replacements for trees that had not lived, but all
the trees on Trout Brook were new plantings. The banks of the stream there had lost all their trees and bushes –
never very large trees – when beavers built a dam several years ago. These trees with tubes should provide
overhead cover for a section of creek which has a healthy population of brook trout. Much thanks to Bill, Alex, and
Owen Jedlicka, Tom Piwowar, Jeff Yurko, Spencer Schofield, Dave Labiak, Jim Budny, Bob Zaczek, Scott Cornett
of the DEC, Joe and Kevin Morgan for helping make this a success. Special thanks to Debbie Godfrey for
procuring and preparing lunch and, as always, to Leigh Cornett for supplying the world’s best brownies. Our next
project, in conjunction with several other organizations, will be on a tributary of Crow Creek, in Orangeville, to
help replace a road culvert and to install habitat improvements. We’ll keep you posted as to what we’re doing on
that and when we need help. If you wish to be notified by email of when we need help, I have a separate email list
for that. Periodically, “Outlook” apparently decides I don’t need it anymore; and it disappears. If you didn’t get
notification directly from me about the May planting and wish to do so in the future, send me an email
at steelheader03@hotmail.com to be added to the list. I don’t send out emails to that list on anything but stream
projects, as I don’t want to add to anyone’s amount of unwanted email.
Trout in The Classroom:
Eight of our schools have successfully completed raising trout this year. Nichols and Holland both lost their fish,
but John Miller at Lackawanna and Polly Lougen at St. Mary’s stepped up and replaced their fish. On April 25th,
we released the St. Mary’s fish at Glen Park in Williamsville. Unfortunately, the previous day’s rain had swollen
the creek so that we had to release the fish from the bridge on Glen Street. I’ll have a more extensive report for the
June newsletter. The Holland fish will be released on Tuesday, May 30, in Cazenovia Creek right in Holland; and I
will be doing a classroom presentation on stream projects and electroshocking as well as giving a streamside fishing
demonstration that day.

Announcements:
A Report from Mr. David Bollman:
Fly-Tying: I would like to say “Thanks!” to the following people who helped with tying at last month’s
meeting: Bill Koerner, Robert Dzimian, and Dave Unetich. By the way, if anyone would like to tie flies
at home, please let me know what hooks will be needed.
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•

Shows: We still need your help in staffing the booth at the Fair. We cannot do this show without your
assistance. I will have a sign-up sheet at the upcoming Chapter meeting. Please sign up!
Project Healing Waters: “Thanks!” go out to Henry Lipiew and Bill Koerner for their help with the
veterans at the Elma Conservation Club on May 12. The next outing with the veterans has been changed to
June 13, at Elma. If you would like to help, please call me, Dave Bollman, at 697-3807.
Annual Picnic: The annual WNY TU picnic will be held on June 17, 2017, at Como Lake Park. We will
gather at Shelter #5 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Orvis will provide a representative who will demonstrate casting
and, just maybe – if you are lucky -, share some fishing tips.

•

Face Book: Mr. Bill Jedlicka writes: “We invite you to visit Western New York Trout Unlimited on
Facebook. Please "Like" the page and "Share" it with your Facebook friends. It's a great way to spread the
word about the important things WNYTU does in the area and can help interested people (including current
or, perhaps, future members) stay informed about upcoming activities.
And feel free to post some of your favorite fishing or fly tying photos as well!

•

Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ended, April 30, 2017 (Kindly submitted by Mr. Anthony
Messina, Treasurer):
prior period

this period

thru 03/31/17

thru 04/30/17

(CHECKING ACCT)
BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

INFLOWS:

$835.01

MARCH 1, 2017
APRIL 1, 2017

$738.57

SHOWS

$830.00
TOTAL
INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

MONTHLY
MEETING
STREAM
PROJECTS
INSURANCE
(Bond)

$0.00

$830.00

$75.00
$96.44

$106.25
$100.00

SHOWS

$53.56
TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

$96.44
$334.81

MARCH 31, 2017
APRIL 30, 2017

$738.57
$1,233.76
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BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

******************
prior period

this period

thru 03/31/17

thru 04/30/17

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

MARCH 1, 2017

$23,256.08
$23,256.48

APRIL 1, 2017

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

$0.40

$0.38

OUTFLOWS:

NONE

$0.00

$0.00

BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

•

MARCH 31, 2017

$23,256.48
$23,256.86

APRIL 30, 2017

Editor’s Note: Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month
except for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is only
available twice a year (September and January). Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial
burden, to WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to
forgo the print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email). It would
help our organization considerably if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do
is send me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and
remove your name from the paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com

Articles:
New EPA Policies Create Environmental Threats
By Kent Clulow
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On Friday, May 12, the EPA reversed the Obama policy that had blocked development of the proposed Pebble
Mine project near Bristol Bay, Alaska. This allowed the Pebble Limited Partnership to file an application to go
forward with the extraction of copper, gold, and silver at what could become the largest open pit mine in North
America.

Years of scientific studies proved that this mine is a direct threat to the environment and to commercial and
sports salmon fisheries. Moreover, eighty-two percent of local residents and 62% of Alaskans oppose this mine.
(Daniel Cheyette, VP and general counsel for Bristol Bay Native Corporation).
As a TU member, you may obtain more information online at www.savebristolbay.org. You may contact
Mallory Gay at 1.703.284.9424 or mgay@tu.org. Ms. Gay can also provide helpful information on the fight to save
cold-water fisheries in the Great Lakes.
Currently, the EPA is proposing a 97% cut in funding for the protection of the Great Lakes. This cut would
affect wetlands protection, toxic waste cleanup, and funds to protect lakes from agricultural run-off. Funding for
state grants to improve cold-water fisheries would end.
TU members may contact their elected state and federal officials by letters or calls. Give a short description of
your objections to the EPA cuts. Include your name, address, and phone number. If you call, ask for your
information to be recorded and obtain the name of the person with whom you are speaking. Record the date, time,
and content of your call. Repeat your calls or letters weekly.
Individually or collectively, we can make a difference!
[Editor’s Note: Trout Unlimited has been concerned and actively involved in the matter of the proposed Pebble
Mine. A 2014 report stated that TU Alaska Program Manager, Tim Bristol, said, “……Pebble Mine is still the
wrong mine in the wrong place”. The area is seismically active; and the mine presents a serious risk of polluting
Bristol Bay, a productive wild salmon stronghold. For a list of TU articles, check out
tu.org/search/node/pebble%20mine.]

Photos:

Above, Scott Cornett and Joe Morgan man the auger.
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Planting Pictures (Submitted by Mr. Chuck Godfrey).
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Below, two overviews of “planters” hard at work.

***
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Trout in the Classroom fish head for freedom (Photo by Mr. Chuck Godfrey).

COME ONE, COME ALL
TO THE ANNUAL WNYTU FAMILY PICNIC
SATURDAY JUNE 17, 2017
10:00 A.M. TIL 2:00 PM
COMO PARK LAKE IN LANCASTER
SHELTER #5 (BOY SCOUT SHELTER)
CASTING DEMONSTRATIONS BY ORVIS
FUN, COMERADERIE, GAMES, AND FISHING IN
CAYUGA CREEK PROVIDED AT NO CHARGE
RESERVATIONS NOT NECESSARY, BUT PLEASE LET CHUCK GODFREY KNOW IF YOU CAN ATTEND AT
STEELHEADER03@HOTMAIL.COM SO WE CAN PLAN FOR FOOD AND DRINK.
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HOTDOGS, HAMBURGERS, SAUSAGE, WATER AND POP PROVIDED. PLEASE BRING A DISH TO PASS.

Our Advertiser

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking

Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

