TROUT TALK
The Official Newsletter of Western New York Trout Unlimited (www.wnytroutunlimited.org) November 2015
OFFICERS
Antoinette Grote—President (684-9523) antoinettegrote@yahoo.com
Gene Romanyshyn-Vice President
5289 Roberts Rd., Hamburg NY 14075 (491-6111)
Dave Unetich-Secretary (759-2443)
Tony Messina-Treasurer
33 Deveraux, Buffalo, NY 14214 (832-8517) amessina@hotmail.com

Stamp

COMMITTEES
Awards-Dave Tooke (688-7492) tkflytier@yahoo.com
Education-Dave Bollman (826-6214)
Library-Nick Pionessa
Membership-Gary Coons yragsnooc@gmail.com
Fly tying sessions-Dave Bollman
Resource protection-Gary Coons (695-1003)
Salmon & Steelhead-Don Kwiatkowski (894-9807) & Nick Pionessa
Shows-Dave Bollman (826-6214)
Spring Banquet- David LaRoche
Stream Projects-Chuck Godfrey (440-6995)
Sunshine- Chuck Godfrey
Website: Ric Toczek webmaster@wnytroutunlimited.org
Welcome- Dave Bollman
Video Library- (vacant)
Erie County Federation Reps:
Chuck Godfrey (440-6995) steelheader03@hotmail.com
State Council Delegates:
Chuck Godfrey (440-6995)
Gene Romanyshyn, Debbie Godfrey, Dee Maciejewski
Newsletter: Russell Shefrin AdkRuss@roadrunner.com

Label

Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, November 24, 2015, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan American
Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly tying starts at 6 p.m. Please black thread,
because we will be tying Bead Head Woolly Buggers.
(At “press time”, I do not have any information about the “entertainment” portion of the meeting. – Ed.)

President’s Message:

I hope everyone will join us for the annual Christmas party, which will be held on
December 8, 2015, at 7 pm, at the Donovan Post. We will provide the pizza and wings; but, if you would like to
Label
bring an appetizer or dessert to share, that would be most appreciated. We will have a Christmas gift swap; and, if
you would like to participate, please bring a ten dollar, wrapped, gift. If you are planning to attend, please let me
know by the November meeting. Wishing everyone a safe and happy holiday!
Antoinette Grote – WNY Trout Unlimited Chapter President

Election Results:

Here are the results of the latest WNY Trout Unlimited Chapter election (submitted by Mr.

Antoinette Grote is serving her second year of a two-year term as President.
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Chuck Godfrey).

Gene Romanyshyn was reelected to a one-year term as Vice President
Tony Messina was reelected to a one-year term as Treasurer.
Dave Unetich was reelected to a one-year term as Secretary.
Debbie Godfrey was elected to a three-year term as a Director.
Chuck Godfrey was elected to a three-year term as a Director.
There is still an unfilled three-year Director’s position. If anyone would like to volunteer to serve, or to nominate
someone to serve, please contact Ms. Antoinette Grote.

Announcements


A Report from Mr. David Bollman

Shows: I would like to thank the following people for tying flies at our October meeting: Kevin O’Neill,
Bill Koerner, Robert Dzimian, and David La Roche. Without the help of our members in tying flies, the shows
would not be a success. Incidentally, if anyone would like to tie flies at home, please let me know what material
you need (or have used); and the Chapter will replace it.
Project Healing Waters: I would like to thank Kevin O’Neill for his help with fly tying at the Buffalo
V.A. Hospital on November 12. Our next event will be on December 10, when we will be tying Patriot
Streamers and putting them in Christmas bulbs. Finally, the dates of upcoming flying tying sessions at the
Buffalo V.A. are: December 10, 2015; January 14, 2016; February 11, 2016; March 10, 2016; and April
14, 2016.

From Mr. Chuck Godfrey, WNYTU’s Representative at the Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s
Clubs, State Council Delegate, Stream Projects Chair:
Trout Unlimited Membership: TU is trying to increase membership and in an effort to do so, it is
offering the opportunity of adding family memberships at no cost to present members. You may sign up
spouses/partners and/or children. One copy of Trout magazine will be sent to each family, and a
complimentary copy of Stream Explorers magazine will be sent to the youth in each household. It’s
really easy to add family members, but you will need to have your membership number to do so. It
can be found on your membership card or your Trout magazine label. Existing members with a family
membership should go to: https://gifts.tumembership.org/familyaddition.
Existing members with a different type of membership should go to:
https://gifts.tumembership.org/family-membership-upgrade-form.
People who are not yet members should start with:
https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/intro. This will allow new members to sign up for halfprice and then to add family members as well.
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We are partnering with the DEC, the Red House Brook Chapter and Bowling Green State
University (Ohio) in an ongoing “otolith” study. This study has also received funding from NYS
Council of TU’s Conservation Fund. We know that the return of Salmon River stocked steelhead to
Lake Erie tributaries is not nearly as high as it should be. Indeed, preliminary data suggest that there
are more fish from Ohio stockings and Pennsylvania stockings returning to our streams than from
New York. Additionally, it looks as though Michigan stocked fish may be the fourth most abundant
steelhead coming into our Lake Erie tributaries. Fish will be collected (in order to remove the otoliths
and study them for point of origin) on Chautauqua, Canadaway, and Cattaraugus Creeks, at least this
fall. I know most TU folks release their catch, but we really need to help the people running this
study. They just cannot shock the number of fish they need to study, so we’re asking people to please
keep steelhead that they catch on those 3 creeks. They do have to be killed in order to collect the
otoliths, but this study can go a long way toward understanding where steelhead coming into our
streams are originating. It may also lead to conclusions as to what might be done in order to improve
the survival rate of the fish we stock. Dave Savko, who is the Council’s First Vice President, spoke to
Phil Hulbert about this study. Phil is in charge of all fisheries matters for the DEC. He said this was a
very good idea and could possibly really help make our steelhead program, and by logical extension,
the steelhead fishing, much better. Please consider helping in this study.

Editor’s Note: Mr. Godfrey has forwarded this update on the “Otolith Study”:
Researchers from Bowling Green State University are looking for help from fisherman to collect adult
steelhead trout from different locations on Cattaraugus Creek this fall as part of a study to investigate
the origin of steelhead returning to spawn in New York’s Lake Erie tributaries (see locations below).
The research team will use the fish’s otoliths (ear bones) to determine the hatchery from which they
originated (NY, PA, OH, or MI) or whether they are naturally produced. All information obtained
from the study will be used to inform local fishery managers and will be available to the public.
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If you would like to donate fish to the study please contact Rich Budnik (716-523-7515;
rbudnik@bgsu.edu) to set up a pickup. Any steelhead that are >15 inches and are caught within a
couple miles of the four collection locations can be donated to the study. Make sure to record the date
and location of fish that were caught. Steelhead can be frozen; and, if you have limited freezer space,
or would like to keep the meat, you can simply save the head of the fish; because that is all that is
needed to do the analysis. Below is a picture of where the head should be cut if you decide to go this
route. The researchers would like a length, weight, gender (if known), and 10-20 scales from any
individuals that have their heads removed. Scales can be taken from below the dorsal fin, placed in a
paper towel, and stored in an envelope or Ziploc bag.
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News from New York State Department of Environmental Conservation: Mr. Jim Zanett, Principal
Fisheries Technician, Division of Fish, Wildlife, and Marine Resources, N.Y.S. D.E.C. sends this message
to all who participated in the 2015 Wiscoy Creek angler diary program: “I hope your trout season has
been a rewarding one! The Wiscoy Creek Diary Program ends October 31, 2015. Please return your diary
as soon as possible or after October 31st if you plan on fishing between now and then. (Bold type
added. Ed.) This will allow us to begin the analysis and return the results to you soon. If you did not fish
the Wiscoy this year, please call or e-mail me to let me know.
Once the results have been worked up, we will send a report of the diary program findings. Once
again, thank you for participating in the diary program”.



Banquet Report: Editor’s Note: I have taken the liberty of reprinting part of Mr. David LaRoche’s
announcement from our June, 2015, newsletter: Please see Mr. LaRoche’s Banquet Update, in the
“Articles” section, later in this newsletter. “The 2016 TU banquet will take place on March 19, 2016 at
Lucarelli’s. We’re still in the planning phase and are looking for help to make this (to borrow a phrase) a
HUGE event!
Here are the committees:
 Banquet agenda and Activities
 Sponsor Sales
 Ticket Sales
 Entertainment
Anyone interested in any of the above, please give me a call at 913-5647 or email DLmr1@aol.com.
To those of you who have attended in the past – please mark your calendars and Save the Date.
To those of you who have not attended a TU banquet – Why not? – Please mark your calendar and Save the
Date!”



Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ended October 31, 2015. (Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina):

prior period

this period

thru 09/30/15

thru 10/31/15

(CHECKING
ACCT)
$439.74

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 1, 2015

BALANCE AT

OCTOBER 1, 2015

INFLOWS:

SHOWS (Erie County Fair)

$1,624.24

OUTFLOWS:

MONTHLY MEETING

$1,643.00

$0.00

$70.00

$70.00
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TOTAL INFLOWS:

$1,643.00

NEWSLETTER PRINTING

$168.00

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE
TROUT IN THE
CLSRM

$220.50
$59.99

TRAVEL

$156.25

STREAM PROJECTS
ACCIDENT
INSURANCE

$27.44
$155.00
TOTAL
OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 30, 2015

BALANCE AT

OCTOBER 31, 2015

$458.50

$468.68

$1,624.24
$1,155.56

******************

******************

******************

prior period

this period

thru 09/30/15

thru 10/31/15

(MONEY MKT
ACCT)
$26,233.73

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 1, 2015

BALANCE AT

OCTOBER 1, 2015

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

$0.43

$0.45

OUTFLOWS:

NONE

$0.00

$0.00

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 30, 2015

BALANCE AT

OCTOBER 31, 2015



$26,234.16

$26,234.16
$26,234.61

Treasurer’s Annual Report for Year Ending September 30, 2015 (Submitted by Mr. Anthony
Messina):

Treasurer's Annual Report
for the Year Ended September 30, 2015

TOTAL
10/1/13 9/30/14

TOTAL
10/1/14 - 9/30/15

(prior year

(current year)

CHECKING ACCT - Bank of America
BANK BALANCE - October 1

$2,141.25

$356.72

INFLOWS:
DONATIONS

$23.00

SHOWS
TU REBATES

$515.00
$1,777.00

$2,326.00
$15.00
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NYS COUNCIL TIC GRANT

TOTAL INFLOWS:

$1,777.00

$2,879.00

OUTFLOWS:
AWARDS

$98.85

DONATION

$140.00

FLY TYING SUPPLIES

$44.64

DUES

$90.00

HOLIDAY PARTY

$140.00
$135.00
$215.33

INSURANCE

$100.00

$100.00

MONTHLY MTG. - ROOM RENTAL

$420.00

$560.00

NEWSLTR POSTAGE

$552.00

$980.00

NEWSLTR PRINTING

$415.08

$477.00

$50.00

$50.00

$501.00

$35.00

$62.25

$95.00

MEMBERSHIPS
SHOWS
SUMMER PICNIC
SUNSHINE COMMITTEE

$61.94

STREAM PROJECTS

$4,575.73

$1,394.61

TRAVEL

$213.75

$350.50

TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM

$898.23

$17.10

TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

$8,161.53

$4,611.48

BALANCE

-$6,384.53

-$1,732.48

TRANS FROM MONEY MKT

$4,600.00

$3,000.00

ADJ. BALANCE

-$1,784.53

$1,267.52

$356.72

$1,624.24

$29,520.81

$29,228.74

$7.93

$5.42

BANK BALANCE - September 30

MONEY MKT ACCT - Bank of America
BANK BALANCE - October 1
INTEREST
TRANSFER FROM BANQUET ACCT
TRANS TO CHECKING ACCT
BANK BALANCE - September 30

$4,300.00
-$4,600.00

-$3,000.00

$29,228.74

$26,234.16

$1,511.48

$2,054.48

BANK BALANCE - October 1
BANQUET

$5,621.00
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BANQUET ACCT - Bank of America

TRANS TO MONEY ACCOUNT

-$4,300.00

BANQUET EXPENSE

-$700.00

-$100.00

-$78.00

-$78.00

$2,054.48

$1,876.48

ACCOUNT ACTIVITY FEES
BANK BALANCE - September 30



More Editor’s Notes:
 Mr. Godfrey would like to call our attention to the following additional item: Deer Search of
Western New York is offering a $1000 scholarship in an effort to “enhance wildlife
appreciation and environmental enhancement”. One of the requirements is that the applicant or
parent/guardian be a member of a club that belongs to a county Sportsmen’s Federation. WNY
Trout Unlimited is one such club. Applications must be received by January 1, 2016. An
announcement is attached to the end of this newsletter, unless you have requested no such
attachments.


Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month except
for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is
only available twice a year (September and January). Unfortunately, even on this schedule,
the financial burden, to WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our
members have agreed to forgo the print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which
is sent to them via email). It would help our organization considerably if more of our members
agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do is send me your e-mail and surface mail
addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and remove your name from the
paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com.

Articles
“Banquet Update”
by David LaRoche
Basket Brigade

Well that depends on you – the members of WNY TU.
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One of the highlights of TU banquets has been the Basket Raffle. The 2016 Banquet will also feature bountiful
baskets of all kinds of things – what kinds of things you may ask?

As the Banquet Chair, I’m reaching out for your generosity and creativity to build and donate a basket to help raise
funds for your organization and your banquet. The more baskets for the raffle, the more money we raise, the more
fun we all have at the banquet.
Our chapter President, Antoinette, is donating a basket stuffed with car care products. Debbie Godfrey, your
newest board member, is packing a basket filled with a bunch of bedroom goodies - comforter, pillow sham, pillow,
sheets and towels.
And, if you’re not sure what to pack your basket with – here are a few possibilities:






















Fishing stuff – logical – flies, lines, leaders, tippets, tools, fly boxes, stream side snacks, rods, reels.
Health and beauty aids – many pharmacies have these readymade, or you could pick what you like and
bundle it in a basket.
Food – sausages, cheeses, chocolates, and lots more.
Kitchen utensils – wooden spoons, spatulas, butane torch, whisks, can openers, spoon rests.
Baking basket - Baking mixes (muffins, cakes, and cookies), frosting, baking with kids cookbook, aprons,
kids’ mixing utensils, measuring cups, cookie cutters, decorating supplies: Display the items in a large
mixing bowl.
Tools for the workshop – screwdrivers, pliers, wrenches, vise locks, electric screwdrivers, cordless drill,
wire cutters, band aids.
First aid kit.
Spa package.
Gift cards – stores, restaurants, VISA, MasterCard, Amex, Netflix.
Fitness - Water bottles, fitness DVDs, books on healthy family activities (hikes, outdoor vacations, etc.),
dumbbells, passes to local gyms and other fitness facilities (like roller-skating rinks).
A night at the movies – popcorn, peanuts, pretzels, candy, dvd or movie gift card.
Milk meets its match – cookies and donuts for dunking.
Something nice for Mom - Bubble bath, bath salts, towels, candles, a CD of meditative music, gift card to a
local salon and/or for a massage.
Golfers - Tees, golf balls, visor, gloves, book about golf, a gift card to a golf store or to a local course.
The great outdoors - Sleeping bag, mini lanterns, fixings for s’mores (graham crackers, marshmallows, and
chocolate), head lamps, bug spray, citronella candles, gift cards to outdoor stores, fire starters, camp
cooking stuff.
BBQ - Utensils, marinades, mitts, charcoal, cookbooks about grilling, cast iron smoker, wood chips,
lighters, charcoal chimney.
Tie one on – option 1 – fly tying materials – hooks, feathers, furs, dubbing, yarn, flashaboo, thread,
bobbins, bodkins, stackers, chenille, hackle, hackle pliers, tube tying adaptor kit, closed cell foam, and
much more.
Tie one on – option 2 – wine, spirits, beer, glasses, mugs, and aspirin.

And, there’s a ton of ideas online – that’s where some of these came from!
Put together something that you’d like to win, and go for it!
The more the merrier as they say.
Send me an email with your basket contents or questions so we can get it organized.
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Thank you! Dave.

Photos:
Four of our members have submitted images, covering a variety of topics, for this month’s
newsletter. Perhaps our beautiful fall weather has served as an inspiration for several of
them.

Page10

 A View of Zoar Valley – photo by Mr. Dave Unetich (Another of our members, Mr.
Gene Romanyshyn, can be seen trudging up the cobble.)
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 Eighteen-Mile Creek – photos by Mr. Kevin O’Neill
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 New Fishing Platform on the Wiscoy – Photos by Tom Piwowar (This structure is
located next to the picnic shelter in Pike, N.Y. and is wheel chair accessible.)
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And, finally……………..(keep going)
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 Last Year’s Newly Hatched Newfane TIC Trout – Photo by Mr. Chuck Godfrey
(who adds that he was unable to provide me with their names! – Ed.)

Our Advertiser

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

Deer Search of Western New York
Memorial College Scholarship
In efforts to help enhance wildlife appreciation and environmental
enhancement, Deer Search of Western New York will be awarding $1,000 cash
scholarship to a deserving college student. This year’s scholarship will be
awarded in honor of Tim Abbey.
Students interested in applying for this scholarship must provide an
application which includes the following criteria:
1) Must be a High School student who will be attending college in the 2016-2017school year.
2) Must have a current NYS hunting license, please provide a photocopy of license.
3)Applicant or parent/guardian must be a member in good standing of a New York State
Sportsmen’s Club that belongs to a county Sportsmen Federation, please submit name of club.
4)Include a letter of recommendation from a non-family member, such as a teacher,employer,
etc.
5) Include an essay not exceeding 100 words that states a college of selection, field of study and
why they should be considered for this scholarship.
6) Proof of college acceptance.
Deadline: All applications must be received by January 1st, 2016 in order to be considered.
Applications should be sent to: Deer Search of WNY P.O. Box 251 Lancaster, NY 14086
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Scholarship will be awarded to the applicant chosen at their Sportsmen’s Federation annual
banquet. Please submit contact information: phone or Email, all information will be used exclusively for this
scholarship and not shared with others.

