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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, November 27, 2018, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan American
Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly Tying begins at 6 p.m. Please bring red
thread, because we will be tying The Polar Shrimp.
Our presenter, for the “entertainment” portion of the chapter meeting, will be author Mr. Rick Kustich, who
will discuss “Fly-fishing for Muskies”, which is the title of his latest book. This promises to be a fascinating
talk. Please join us.

President’s Message:

Label

This is the last president’s report before a general membership meeting to be held at the Donovan Post; because,
beginning in January, 2019, we will be moving the general membership meetings to the Orvis Shop on Transit
Road. I’d like to take this opportunity to thank the management of the Post for decades of hosting our meetings. I
think my first was probably in 1983, and it’s the only meeting place I’ve ever known. The experiment of holding
our March meeting at Orvis the past two years has worked out very well, with attendance of over 50 one year and
over 60 the other, so we want to make the switch. Please remember that the November 27, 2018, chapter meeting
WILL be at the Donovan Post. The December 4th Christmas Party will be at the Donovan Post, also. (More details
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Hi everyone,

on that later.) The entertainment for our November meeting will be former WNYTU Board member Rick Kustich,
noted author of several books, particularly on Great Lakes steelhead. He will be speaking on “Fly-fishing for
Muskies”, which is the topic of his most recent book.
The first thing I’d like to address is the leadership of the chapter. Elections were held at the October meeting,
and the following people were elected: President – Chuck Godfrey, Vice President – Brian Barrey (thank you for
volunteering), Treasurer – Tony Messina, Secretary – Dave Unetich; Directors, to serve until 2021 – Gary Coons,
Joe Morgan, Bob Bohner. The following Directors will continue serving until 2019 – Jim Budney, Don
Kwiatkowski, Gene Romanyshyn, and, until 2020, Bill Jedlicka, Dave Bollman, Spencer Schofield.
We recently completed the required “Financial Report” to the National Office. We are officially the 3rd largest
chapter in the state, behind only the New York City chapter and the Croton Watershed chapter. We have 534
“active” members. We completed 3799 volunteer hours during the course of the last fiscal year. I’m guessing this
is one of the top amounts in the state. Congratulations to all of you who contributed to this total.
The Board is in the process of reviewing job descriptions of officers, Board members, and committee chairs in
order to define more clearly what those various roles and responsibilities will be. As we refine them, we will make
those descriptions available to the membership. Another “business of the chapter” type announcement is that
“National” has decided to switch its fiscal year from October 1- September 30 to April 1 - March 31. This will
necessitate our doing an “annual” chapter financial report, on a one-time basis, that only encompasses 6 months. It
won’t really have a lot of effect on what we do as a chapter; it just changes reporting dates.
The biggest news I have is that we recently were awarded a grant from the Charles and Ione Arrick Charitable
Fund, through the Community Fund for a Greater Buffalo, in the amount of $10,000. It is to be split evenly,
locally, between our Trout in the Classroom (TIC) program and the NYS Council of TU’s Trout Camp. This is far
larger than any grant we have ever received for something like this and greatly appreciated. It should help us to
fund TIC programs and to sponsor kids to the Trout Camp for years to come. If anyone knows of a teacher who
would like to begin participating in the TIC program, please have him/her contact Chuck Godfrey at
steelheader03@hotmail.com or 440-6995, for details. There is no information yet about a Trout Camp for this
year; but, as soon as it is available, we will include it in the newsletter.

I attended a “Geography Awareness Week” event at U.B. It was for a class, taught by Dr. Chris Renschler,
entitled “Integrated Management Approaches Addressing Current Water Resource Challenges in the Cattaraugus
Creek Watershed.” Six small groups of students discussed a variety of topics and issues. The students did great
presentations on identifying problems and possible solutions for a group of “stakeholders.” Some of these were
Waterkeeper, two divisions of DEC, the US Army Corps of Engineers, Lake Erie Watershed Protection Alliance,
Seneca Nation of Indians, and us. After the presentations, the students received comments and critiques on their
work. I can tell you we have a very bright group of young people working for degrees at U.B. This can help make
things better in the future.
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We are planning to replace our booklet, “Trout Fishing in Western New York”. This will be a large and lengthy
project for which we will need lots of help. We will be asking for people to volunteer to write descriptions of WNY
trout streams for inclusion in the book. We would like the booklet to include at least all the major inland streams as
well as steelhead and salmon streams. Spencer Schofield will be spearheading this effort, and we will announce
more about it in future newsletters. If you are familiar with a particular stream, please consider writing a
description of it and the fishing experience that can be found there. We’re still looking at the scope of the booklet;
but the last one covered all of Region 9 and as well as some of the Lake Ontario tributaries to the east, which were
out of Region 9.

Upcoming Meetings (at the Orvis Shop, 4545 Transit Rd, Williamsville):
January 29, 2019 - Speaker to be determined – if you know of someone that the group could be interested in, let
Chuck know. It doesn’t have to be fishing, or even conservation oriented.
February 26, 2019: Scott Cornett, of the DEC, will speak on inland trout waters and research results from 2018.
March 26, 2019: Representatives from Messenger Woods Wildlife Rehabilitation and Education
For the past couple of years, there has been Great Niagara Fishing and Outdoor EXPO at the Niagara Falls
Convention Center in January. The next one takes place January 18-20, 2019. We have decided to participate in it,
so we really need people to help to staff our booth as we do at the Erie County Fair in August and the EXPO at the
Ag. Center in March. Please consider volunteering to help. I’ve attended the show in two different years, and there
is an incredible amount of knowledge disseminated at the seminars. This is the link for more information:
www.niagarafishingexpo.com
Please remember that, because we now conduct most of the chapter business at Board meetings, we want to
remind people that those board meetings are held the second Tuesday of the month at Sorrentino’s Spaghetti House,
at the corner of Main and Mill in Williamsville, except for July and August. The next will be 7:00 on Dec. 11.
Meetings are always open to the chapter members.

Trout in the Classroom: All programs are up and running successfully. On October 22, Chuck and Debbie
Godfrey delivered brown trout eggs to St. Mary’s Elementary School in Swormville, and to new programs St.
Mary’s of Lancaster and Fred Hill Elementary School in Brockport. [Editor’s Note: Please see the Photography
section, later in this newsletter, for images.]
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Finally, our annual Christmas Party is going to be held on Tuesday, December 4, 2018, at the Donovan Post.
This is one of two social events we hold during the year, the other being the picnic in June. It will start at 7:00.
The chapter supplies wings, pizza, antipasto, and soft drinks. Our charter with TU precludes buying alcoholic
beverages with chapter money, but the bar will be open on a cash basis. We ask everyone to bring a dish to pass to
supplement the wings, pizza, and antipasto. We do ask that, if possible, people contact either Dave Bollman or
Chuck Godfrey to let us know if you’re coming. No requirement for this. Come at the last minute if you can, but it
does help us to order enough food. One of the always popular activities at this party is the “Yankee Swap.” We
ask people who wish to participate in it – there is no requirement to do so – to bring a wrapped gift of
approximately $10.00 in value. Here is a description of the “Swap” rules: In Yankee Swap each participant brings
a wrapped, unmarked gift and places it in a designated area. Guests draw numbers randomly. They select and
unwrap gifts from the pile in that order — with a twist. The person who receives the number 1 will pick a gift (that
is not their own) from the pile and open it for all to see (or models it, reads it, or demos it). During the selection of a
wrapped gift, the participant may visually inspect the gifts, pick them up and/or gently shake them. The person who
receives number 2 then chooses a gift and opens it, and then must decide whether to keep it or swap it for the first
player’s gift. Each person in order then gets to select a present, open it and decide whether to keep it or swap it for
any other gift someone has already opened. Opening of gifts and swapping takes place until all the presents have
been chosen. Finally, the person who picked first gets to choose from all the gifts or keep what he/she has already
received. In the end, the gift you are holding is the gift you take home. Please see the attached flyer about the party
and hope to see you there. [Editor’s Note: This flyer is not included for those of you who have requested no
attachments.]

Five Rivers: TU has a program called “Five Rivers” in which college student fishing/conservation clubs team up
with local TU chapters. U.B. has such a group – the U.B. Bassmasters – which is now partnering with us. As we
work out what the details will be, since this is a completely new program for each of us, we will keep you posted.
At present, one of their needs is for some fly-fishing equipment, and the University gives them very little money. If
anyone has equipment of any kind that they know they’re not going to be using, please consider donating it for
them and let us know.
State Council: The State Council’s annual meeting was held at Tailwaters Lodge on the Salmon River the last
weekend in October. As usual for this meeting weekend, the weather was more than questionable. The hard, cold
rain on Saturday discouraged any fishing by our delegate (Chuck). Elections were held; and longtime chairman
Ron Urban handed over the gavel to Larry Charette, a member and former president of the Seth Green Chapter in
Rochester. Dave Savko of the Red House Brook chapter, Mike Mowans, and Bill Strugatz were reelected as Vice
President, Secretary, and Treasurer respectively. This is also the meeting at which Council awards are given out.
Chuck Godfrey received the Council’s “Silver Trout Award” “In recognition of your commitment as a chapter
leader, Council officer, and advocating for the protection of our cold-water resources.” This is the second time
Chuck has received this
award. As always, the
meetings were interesting
and informative; but they
mostly pertained to
Council and National
business and policies.
The things discussed that
would deal with the local
level are already part of
our program. Regardless
of that, we are allowed
three votes at these
meetings, one for our
president, and one for
each of two delegates.
We actually give up our
president’s vote; because
Chuck is a Regional Vice President, and that position gets a vote also. We’d like to encourage others to consider
being delegates. It’s interesting to see and to hear what other chapters are doing around the state. The next general
meeting is usually the first weekend in June. There is an annual meeting in late October/early November, and a
“regional” meeting in September, which is moved around the state and geared toward local concerns/issues.
Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs: The Federation is running a year-long FREE raffle of Youth
Lifetime Hunting or Fishing licenses. Also, it offers up to five onetime $200 scholarships to students, majoring in
law enforcement or conservation fields. Details on each are available on the Federation’s website at ecfsc.org.
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Chuck Godfrey, WNY Chapter President

Announcements:
•

A Report by Mr. Dave Bollman:
Shows: This year we decided to participate in the Greater Niagara Fishing Expo. The dates and times are:
Friday, January 18, 2018, from 1 p.m. to 9 p.m.; Saturday, January 19, from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; and Sunday,
January 20, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. I will have a sign-up sheet available at the next chapter meeting
(November 27, 2018). We need your help, because we cannot do this alone.
Project Healing Waters: The next fly-tying session at the Buffalo V.A. Hospital will be on December 3,
2018. We will be tying the Patriot Streamer and putting it in a Christmas bulb. If you are able to come and
to lend a helping hand, it would be appreciated. Also, we are looking for a new Program Lead for the
Buffalo and Amherst programs; because I have excepted a new position as the DRC for Northern New
York. I will still be actively involved in all the local programs at a different level. If you are interested,
please contact Dave Bollman (697-3807) or Chuck Godfrey (440-6995). [Editor’s Note: Mr. Gary Coons
will take over supervision of the program at Niagara University; but, as Mr. Bollman reports, we need
someone to run the Buffalo and Amherst programs.]

•

Stream Projects: A Report from Mr. Joseph Morgan. Over the next few months, I plan to sit down
with the DEC and to map out some potential sites for Spring, 2019, tree planting. Once we come up with
ground rules and potential locations, landowners will be notified via mail and/or phone call to ask if they
would be interested in participating. Also, there is some talk that the DEC maybe providing $5000.00
grants for 2019 and 2020 stream improvement projects. This is something we are looking into. I will
provide more information when it becomes available.

•

News from N.Y.S. Department of Environmental Conservation: Mr. Scott Cornett, DEC, would like
our members to be aware of new ways to access DEC trout stream management and survey information.
He writes, “In the fall of 2017 NYSDEC Fisheries staff held a series of public meetings statewide
(including two in Region 9) to gather information on the desires of trout stream anglers. At long last, a
summary report of the outcome from the meetings is now on the DEC website at
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/114328.html This link will bring you to a summary page. To view the full
report click on the link at the top that says “view or print full report”.
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Additionally, there is now a way to get much more timely reports on trout streams surveys being done here
in Region 9 and statewide through “Technical Briefs” which are now being produced for all of our
surveys. They can be found on the DEC website at http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/112889.html When you
click on this link you will see the available briefs for each DEC region. Scroll to the bottom to find Region
9 survey briefs. Once you click on a link for one of the surveys, you will see an HTML version, but if you
click at the top where is says “view or print this technical brief” you will get a version that looks better. As
of mid-November, there are briefs for five 2017 trout stream surveys and eight 2018 surveys. All trout
stream survey briefs for 2018 have been written and ones not currently on the website are awaiting review
in Albany. The additional briefs will be added to the site later this fall or early winter, as they are
reviewed.”

•

Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ended, October 31, 2018 (Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina):

prior period

this period

thru 09/30/18

thru 10/31/2018

(CHECKING
ACCT)
BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 1, 2018

BALANCE AT

OCTOBER 1, 2018

INFLOWS:

SHOWS

$552.62
$2,289.71
$2,101.00

TU MERCHANDISE
DONATIONS
TOTAL INFLOWS:
OUTFLOWS:

MONTHLY MEETING

$44.00

$360.00

$225.00

$50.00

$2,370.00

$410.00

$75.00

$75.00

TRAVEL

$259.25

TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM

$26.03

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE

$125.00

NEWSLETTER PRINTING

$205.00

SUPPLIES

$173.47

PICNIC
TOTAL
OUTFLOWS:
BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 30, 2018

BALANCE AT

OCTOBER 31,2018

$103.30

$54.44
$632.91

$463.58

$2,289.71
$2,236.13

prior period

this period

thru 09/30/18

thru 10/31/2018

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 1, 2018

BALANCE AT

OCTOBER 1, 2018

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

$22,763.47
$0.37

$0.39

TOTAL INFLOWS:

$0.37

$0.39

TOTAL
OUTFLOWS:

$0.00

$0.00

TRANS TO CHECKING ACCOUNT

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 30, 2018

BALANCE AT

OCTOBER 31,2018

$22,763.47
$22,763.86
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OUTFLOWS:

$22,763.10

•

Editor’s Notes (1) Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month
except for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is only
available once a year, namely, in September. Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial burden, to
WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to forgo the
print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email). It would help our
organization considerably if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do is send
me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and remove
your name from the paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com.
(2) We are
considering a new newsletter section to be entitled something like “New Members Greeting”. Presently,
we are awaiting guidance from “National” on what can be included. Stay tuned!

Photography
Our October, 2018, Chapter Meeting:

Page7

Dave Bollman leads our dedicated fly-tyers.

Russ Shefrin presents “The Battle of the Nature Writers: The Nature Faker Controversy of 1903 – 1908”.

***
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A wider view

The Latest from Trout in the Classroom:
Trout eggs are obtained at the hatchery.
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Teacher Christopher Albrecht, and Debbie Godfrey, assist Fred Hill Elementary School (Brockport) students in
placing the trout eggs in the tank.

Teacher Rich Meyers explains the TIC program to his Newfane High School students.

***

***
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And, just for fun, your editor thought you might appreciate this sign which I encountered,
last month, while scouting fishing opportunities on the Medina River, near San Antonio,
Texas. My first thought was, “We’re not on the Upper Catt anymore”!

Our Advertisers
Cattaraugus Creek Outfitters
*Guided Fly Fishing for Steelhead
*Cabins on Cattaraugus Creek in Zoar
Valley
*Hosted Fly-Fishing Adventures to
Alaska, Bahamas, Mexico
*DIY Bahamas Bonefishing Adventures

Visit www.ccoflyfishing.com
Or call Vince @ 716-479-2327

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

COME ONE, COME ALL
TO THE ANNUAL WNYTU CHRISTMAS PARTY
TUESDAY December 4, 2018
7:00 pm
DONOVAN AMERICAN LEGION POST
3210 GENESEE ST, CHEEKTOWAGA
CELEBRATE THE SEASON WITH US
WE WILL HAVE AN OPTIONAL “YANKEE SWAP”
BRING A GIFT OF $10 OR LESS TO PARTICIPATE
RESERVATIONS NOT NECESSARY, BUT PLEASE LET CHUCK GODFREY KNOW IF YOU CAN ATTEND AT
STEELHEADER03@HOTMAIL.COM SO WE CAN PLAN FOR FOOD AND DRINK.
PIZZA, WINGS, ANTIPASTO, POP, AND WATER PROVIDED
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PLEASE BRING A DISH TO PASS.

