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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, October 30, 2012, 7:30 pm at the Donovan American
Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly tying starts at 6 p.m. Please bring black
thread, because we will be tying black Woolly Buggers.
Our speaker, for the “entertainment” portion of the meeting, will be Ms. Margaret Wooster of Buffalo
Niagara River Keepers. This presentation promises to be a highly informative discussion of an important
area resource once thought to be “dead”. Please join us.
Label

President’s Report
Greetings, Fellow Anglers and Conservationists,
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The growing season appears over for most of us. A drive through the country side is proof enough. Autumn is
in full swing; and the Chinooks, Cohos, and Steelhead are running in the Salmon River at Pulaski, N.Y. As some
of you know, NYSDEC imposed an emergency regulation to close the lower fly fishing section of the Salmon until
October 31st. In my search for new press releases, I can find no report of a lifting of the emergency regulation even
though substantial flows have returned.

I wanted to thank Jim Markham for his presentation at the September meeting. Once again, Jim briefed us on
invasive species. The arrival of the Asian carp menace, it would seem, is a foregone conclusion. A second round of
DNA testing confirms the presence of Asian carp. Moreover, the warm water temperatures experienced this last
summer saw the most “blue/green” algae in memory at the western end of Lake Erie.
Our guest speaker for this month’s meeting will be Margaret Wooster of Buffalo Niagara River Keepers. The
Buffalo Niagara River Keeper is celebrating the 40th anniversary of the Clean Water Act. Some of you might
remember that the Buffalo River was declared “dead” in 1967. It is organizations like TU and Buffalo Niagara
River Keepers that are returning open sewer/waste product riparian areas to healthy ecosystems capable of
supporting biomass and recreational activities.
In closing, if you’ve been paying attention, you know this will be my 36th and last newsletter as president of the
WNYTU chapter. The last four years have been, for me, incredibly busy. We as a group of volunteer
conservationists have accomplished so much. In a leadership role, you can take credit for everything “under your
command”. However that, to my mind, is incredibly arrogant. The chairmen and members of this organization who
participate in our ongoing activities - the “worker bees” - are the ones who are getting things done. I want to thank
my fellow officers, the Board of Directors, and the committee chairmen for their support. I know that our work will
continue as I hand over the” reigns” (ha, ha) to the next president. I am hopeful, and fully expect, all of us will lend
our cooperation and support.
We ALL live downstream. Please come out and support YOUR local chapter, become involved.
See you at the meeting.
Gary Coons, WNYTU Chapter President.



A Report from Mr. Len Bigaj: I want to give a big “thanks” to Dave Bollman and the fly tyers for taking
care of the tying at last month’s chapter meeting. Len



News from DEC: Mr. Scott Cornett has requested that those who participated in this year’s DEC angler
diary program for the Wiscoy Creek kindly return the completed diaries after 10/31/2012. However, if you
are sure you are done with fishing for this year, you can return the diary prior to that date. Diaries should
be mailed to: Mr. Jim Zanett, NYS DEC, 182 E. Union Street, Suite #3, Allegany, New York 14706.



Christmas Party: Mr. Gary Coons sends word that the annual Christmas Party will be held at the Legion
Post on Thursday, December 13, 2012. More details will be found in a later newsletter.



Fund Raising: Mr. Bill Jedlicka, announces that The Seneca Gaming Commission has made a
contribution, at the “Rainbow” level, to our annual banquet. Here is the updated list of sponsors.
“Trophy Level ($1000 and up) Sponsor”: Praxair.
“Brookie Level ($250 - $499) Sponsor”: Simms.
“Rainbow Level ($100 - $249) Sponsor: The Seneca Gaming Commission.
“Emerger Level ($50 - $99) Sponsor”: Niagara Gun Range, Patagonia, Delta Sonic.
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Announcements

From Stream Projects Chairman, Mr. Chuck Godfrey: (Ed. Note: Several pictures which accompany
Mr. Godfrey’s reports can be found in the Photo Section, later in this newsletter.)
We have just about completed the North Branch Wiscoy Project. So far, it appears to be a huge
success. There have been at least a couple of high water events since completion of the construction last
year, and everything has held up so far. Of course, that’s what we expected; because, for a WNY trout
stream, the North Branch is a relatively low gradient, low energy stream. However, it’s nice to see a plan
work out the way we had hoped. I think I’ve only seen two cover logs raised up a little bit from their
original positions. I’ve seen fish of 15” or more, and many other adult trout, almost every time I’ve fished it
this year. The stream was electroshocked this summer as a follow-up. Scott Cornett will have official
results at the January meeting, but I’m sure there are for more adult trout, and larger trout, than in the past.
Early in the year, the North Branch was fished pretty hard. One weekday, I saw three cars parked along
that stretch of road and saw people fishing. By August, though, the fishing was still pretty good; and I
never saw as much as a footprint that wasn’t mine when I fished it. I had the most luck by using spinning
gear; but there were a couple of times when elk hair caddis and nymphs did really well, also. I’m sure that,
when hatches are taking place, this would be a great stretch. The last time I fished it, there were actually
trout which were coming out from under the lunkers at a 45 degree angle to the bottom, taking something
unknown off the surface, and rocketing back down at the same angle. These fish were holding under the
lunkers and feeding on the surface out in the middle of the channel. There were splashy rises, typical of a
caddis hatch, although I didn’t see any caddises in the air.
The plantings we put in this spring seem to have done very well also – even in this hot, dry summer. I
must have looked down over 200 of the tree tubes we put in around this year’s trees and saw exactly three
that didn’t make it. The real test of survival will be how many are still alive next summer; but our
experience with these trees from the DEC’s Saratoga Nursery, for the last thirteen years I’ve been Stream
Projects Chairman, is that, if a tree makes it through the first summer, it’s still alive years afterward.
Next year, we plan on entering into a partnership with the DEC, Erie County Soil and Water
Conservation District, USFWS, and the Village of Springville Department of Public Works to improve
habitat, shade, and bank stabilization on Spring Brook in the Village of Springville. This small creek, with
headwaters north of Springville, contains brook trout. It flows through the Village Park and on down past
the Village’s Treatment Plant. The upper portion of the stream is separated from Cattaraugus Creek by a
vertical wall in the Village. The barrier prevents brown and rainbow trout from getting upstream of
Buffalo Street. The project involves using several different structures, including some lunkers, to improve
habitat and to stabilize banks within the Park. We also plan to plant trees on a farm upstream of the Village
where, presently, there is little or no shade. This should help to keep the water cooler and therefore even
more conducive to providing good habitat to a wild brook trout population. Our commitment will be some
local money, and lots of volunteer time – probably to build lunkers, although nowhere near the number of
2011, and to plant trees. We will keep everyone informed of developments as we go along.
Our Trout in the Classroom program is now in full swing. On October 10, brown trout eggs were
delivered from the DEC’s Randolph Fish Hatchery to Springville-Griffith Institute in Springville, Frontier
Middle School in Hamburg, the Nichols Middle School, and our newest partner, the Math, Science, and
Technology Preparatory School in Buffalo. This is our first partnership with a Buffalo Public School.
Hopefully, we will be able to have more in the future.
On October 12, brown trout eggs were delivered from the DEC’s Bath Hatchery to Brockport High
School and to our other new partner, Newfane High School. Also, we share responsibilities with the Red
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House TU Chapter for the program at Gowanda High School, located in a district which straddles
Cattaraugus and Erie Counties. Red House TU members delivered the fish eggs to Gowanda.
When I went to Brockport, the eggs had “eyed up.” Cooperating teacher Rosemary Catlin put one of the
eggs under a microscope in a drop of water. Not only could one clearly see both eyes of the fish, but the
fish’s body itself could be observed as it moved within the egg. We were able to get a great picture of the
egg through the microscope and recorded a video of the moving fish. Quite an experience.
We will keep the membership updated on happenings in the classrooms throughout the year via the enewsletter. If anyone knows of a teacher who might like to participate in this program in the future, please
have him or her contact Chuck Godfrey at 440-6995 or steelheader@roadrunner.com . The program costs
about $1200 to set up. About half of the cost is for the chiller necessary to keep the water cool enough for
trout. The chapter is willing to help with the expense, generally by purchasing and loaning the chiller. Also,
if a school were to start working with us early enough, we can get a funding grant from the State Council.
In other words, there definitely is help available to any school that would like to participate in the program.



There are twoTreasurer’s Reports this month, both submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina. The first is
the monthly report for the period ending September 30, 2012:
prior period

this period

thru 8/31/12

thru 9/30/12

(CHECKING ACCT)
BALANCE AT

JUNE 1, 2012

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 1, 2012

$129.80
$219.45

INFLOWS:
TRANS FROM MONEY MARKET ACCOUNT

$500.00

$500.00

TOTAL INFLOWS:

MONTHLY MEETING
TRAVEL

$70.00

$70.00

$191.50

$205.50

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE

$247.50

SUMMER PICNIC

$65.25

STREAM PROJECTS

$83.60

($1,526.20)

$410.35

($1,003.20)

TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

AUGUST 31, 2012

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 30, 2012

******************

*********************************

$219.45
$1,222.65

**************

**************

*****************

*****************

prior period

this period

thru 08/31/12

thru 09/30/12

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
BALANCE AT

JUNE 1, 2012

$20,502.41
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OUTFLOWS:

$0.00

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 1, 2012

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

$26,007.33

$1.71

TRANSFER FROM BANQUET ACCOUNT

$6,000.00

INTEREST - JUNE

$1.40

INTEREST - JULY

$1.76

INTEREST - AUGUST

$1.76

TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

TRANSFER TO CHECKING ACCOUNT

BALANCE AT

AUGUST 31, 2012

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 30, 2012

$6,004.92

$1.71

$500.00

$26,007.33
$26,009.04

The second Treasurer’s report is the yearly “recap’:

TOTAL
10/1/11 9/30/12
CHECKING ACCT - Bank of America
BANK BALANCE - October 1, 2011

$2,035.75

INFLOWS:
BANK REIMBURSEMENT
HOLIDAY PARTY - RAFFLE
MONTHLY MTG. - 50/50 DRAWING
SHOWS
TU REBATES
TOTAL INFLOWS:

$0.01
$100.00
$382.00
$820.00
$15.00
$1,317.01

DONATION
FLY TYING SUPPLIES
HOLIDAY PARTY
INSURANCE
MONTHLY MTG. - ROOM RENTAL
MONTHLY MTG. - 50/50 PRIZE
NEWSLTR POSTAGE
NEWSLTR PRINTING

$70.00
$50.60
$300.27
$250.00
$560.00
$192.00
$957.00
$292.80
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OUTFLOWS:

$209.85
$90.00
$96.47
$65.25
$49.00
$333.87
$460.50
$352.50

TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

$4,330.11

BALANCE

($3,013.10)

TRANS FROM MONEY MKT

$2,200.00

ADJ. BALANCE

($813.10)

BANK BALANCE - September 30, 2012

$1,222.65

MONEY MKT ACCT - Bank of
America
BANK BALANCE - October 1, 2011

$22,190.80

INTEREST
TRANSFER FROM BANQUET ACCT
TRANS TO CHECKING ACCT

$18.24
$6,000.00
($2,200.00)

BANK BALANCE - September 30,
2012

$26,009.04

BANQUET ACCT - Bank of America
BANK BALANCE - October 1, 2011

$2,188.47

BANQUET
TRANS TO MONEY ACCOUNT
BANQUET EXPENSE
ACCOUNT ACTIVITY FEES
BANK BALANCE - September 30,
2012

$12,433.00
($6,000.00)
($4,984.96)
($58.50)

$3,578.01
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AWARDS
MEMBERSHIPS
SHOWS
SUMMER PICNIC
SUPPLIES
STREAM PROJECTS
TRAVEL
TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM

Photo Section
North Branch of the Wiscoy (Photos by Mr. Chuck Godfrey):

The electroshocking crew in action on the North Branch last summer.
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Here are some fruits of their labors:
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Meanwhile, Chuck caught a few of his own, such as:

Now, on to Springville (Photos by Mr. Chuck Godfrey):

DEC’s Mike Wilkinson and Scott Cornett, Ray Li of the USFWS, and Karl Lux, Superintendent of Public
Works for the Village of Springville plan for the improvements on Spring Brook.
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A view of Spring Brook in the village park.

Trout in the Classroom Activities (Photos by Mr. Chuck Godfrey):

A Newfane student pours the trout eggs into the hatching basket.
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Math, Science, and Technology Preparatory School teacher, Jordan Zachritz, stands next to the tank which
will be used in the program.

A Brockport student uses a microscope to examine the trout eggs while others look on.

Page11

A brown trout still safely ensconced in an egg.
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Big Moose Lake in the Adirondacks. Photo submitted by Mr. Kevin O’Neill.

