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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, October 29, 2013, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan American
Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly tying starts at 6:00 pm. Please bring
white thread, because we will be tying white Woolly Buggers.
The name and topic of the presenter for the “entertainment” portion of the meeting are not available at
“press time”. When I receive this information, I will try to send it to those on the electronic list. Ed.

Announcements
A Report from Mr. Len Bigaj:

Shows: We had a great year at the Erie County Fair. A total of $1348.00 was earned, $996.00 from sales
of flies. I would like to thank my wife and daughters for the booth decorations. We won third place, for
$100.00. Thanks to all who helped staff the booth. It was a long thirteen days. A special thanks goes out
to Dave and Karen Bollman and to Bill and Pat Koerner, not only for working multiple shifts, but, also, for
tying hundreds of flies for the show. Thanks to Dave Unetich, Gary Coons, Antoinette Grote, Jerome
Levan, Bill Kelman, Jim Stachowski, Jeff Kohler, Tom Dwyer, and Gene Romanyshyn. Most worked for
more than one shift. Again, “Thank You All”, Len.
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Project Healing Waters: Our outings at Elma are over for this year. I will get in touch with the V.A. to
set up fly tying at the Center.



Mr. Bill Jedlicka on the Burchfield Penney Project: WNY TU will be participating in an exhibit at the
Burchfield Penney art center from February through July of 2014. While there will be more details to come
in the next few months, the early planning stages have included the idea of displaying vintage fly fishing
equipment as part of the exhibit. If any of our members have vintage fly fishing equipment in good
condition and would be willing to lend it to the exhibition for its duration, please email Bill Jedlicka at
bill.jedlicka@gmail.com.



A Fish Out of Water: Former WNY TU President and ardent conservationist, Mr. Gary Coons, would
like to bring our attention to an article in the Fall, 2013, edition of TU’s national magazine, “Trout”. It can
be found on page 38 of that publication and is worth a close read. Basically, its author contends that, while
“Catch and Release” is a commendable policy, it must be practiced carefully. Research suggests that
anglers, particularly those who photograph their trophies, should be aware that extended exposure to air,
particularly after an extended “fight” (e.g., when using light gear), can have severe consequences for fish
mortality. Check out the article. (Editor).



From Erie County Federation Rep., Mr. Chuck Godfrey: The Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s
Clubs is once again offering a FREE raffle for lifetime hunting or fishing licenses for youths. Entrants
must be under 16 as of March 31, 2014, must be Erie County residents, and entries are due by November
30. Any entries received after that will be entered in next year’s raffle. Through the generosity of several
businesses and member clubs, along with the receipts from a fundraising raffle, we raised enough money
last year to award seven lifetime licenses. This year, we will be able to award at least as many.
Applications, rules, and information are available at the Federation’s website:
www.eriectyfsc.org
If more information is needed, it can be obtained from Chuck Godfrey at 4406995 or steelheader03@hotmail.com. (Ed. Note: To be considered for the current raffle, Mr. Godfrey
must receive the entries by November 30, 2013.)



Possible Threat to the Oatka: Mr. Mike Zuber would like us to be aware of a proposal to dump quarry
water into the Oatka Creek. Please check out this link to the Canandaigua Chapter website, then click on
the “Chapter Newsletters” button, and go to the September, 2013, issue:
http://www.canandaigualaketu.org/.
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Banquet: Our Banquet Committee is working very hard on donations. We have quite a few great items.
The banquet will be held on March 29, 2014, at Lucarellis. Please put the date aside. We would like to see
you there. More info will follow. Thanks, Len.



Call for Articles: Have a story to tell about on-stream experiences, cold water fisheries conservation,
improving one’s fishing skills, understanding salmonids, etc.? Why not send it here and see if it is suitable
for our newsletter? Just email it to me, and I’ll take a look. Or, if you have an idea, but would like some
assistance in putting it into words, let me know; I might be able to help. Looking forward to hearing from
you! Russ Shefrin, Editor. (AdkRuss@roadrunner.com.)



Treasurer’s Report, for the Period Ending September 30, 2013, Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina,
Treasurer:

prior period

this period

thru 08/31/13

thru 09/30/13

(CHECKING ACCT)
BALANCE AT

JUNE 1, 2013

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 1, 2013

$412.46
$4,025.53

INFLOWS:
50/50 DRAWING

$86.00

SHOWS (Erie County Fair)

$1,348.00

BANQUET

$240.00

GRANT (Wiscoy Ck. Proj.)

$3,600.00

$3,840.00

$1,434.00

MONTHLY MEETING

$70.00

$70.00

TRAVEL

$60.00

$104.75

PUBLIC NOTICE

$48.18

PICNIC

$48.75

TOTAL INFLOWS:

TROUT IN THE CLASSRM.

$1,034.33

AWARDS

$32.95

STREAM PROJECTS

$1,576.25

NEWSLETTER PRINTING

$199.00

SHOWS

$258.00

50/50 DRAWING

$43.00

TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

AUGUST 31, 2013

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 30, 2013

******************

*********************************

$226.93

$3,318.28

$4,025.53
$2,141.25

**************

*****************

*****************
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OUTFLOWS:

prior period

this period

thru 08/31/13

thru 09/30/13

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
BALANCE AT

JUNE 1, 2013

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 1, 2013

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

OUTFLOWS:

NONE

BALANCE AT

AUGUST 31, 2013

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 30, 2013

$29,516.87
$29,519.84

$2.97

$0.97

$29,519.84
$29,520.81

Articles

“All Tied Up” – Vol. 8, October, 2013: The Royal Wulff
By Jeff Kohler
store was a wonderful amalgam of all things fun and
exciting that money could buy. I couldn’t afford them
at the time, but I just knew there were real waders in
my size on those shelves somewhere.
After dinner, I sat enjoying my Uncle Ed
Rawski’s Marx train set while the adults talked and
reminisced of Christmases past. Watching me
carefully guide the treasured set around the small
oval track must have made him think fondly of his
youth, as he soon disappeared to his bedroom and
returned with a book he said was a gift left under his
tree for me by mistake. I had no idea who Lee Wulff
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Back in 1968, when I was just a 10 year old lad, I
was dragged to another one of those family
Christmas suppers which annually interrupted my
schedule of being off from school and playing
football with my friends. The little Christmas tree
was all lit up in Aunt Eileen’s front window, and my
brother and I had just returned from a brisk walk
around the corner to peer at the storefront holiday
displays on Broadway. I remember staring at a
beautiful necklace in a jewelry store window,
wishing I could buy it for Mom. And then on to the
biggest show of all. For a country kid who saw a lot
more of the insides of a barn, Sattler’s Department

was, but the Sportsman’s Companion was about
fishing and hunting, so, after cheerfully accepting his
gift, I eagerly began to leaf through its pages. Soon it
was time to clamber into Dad’s Chevy wagon and
head for home.

To tie the famous Royal Wulff, you’ll need the
following:

Decades later, on a different snowy December
day, I hooked a healthy young female steelhead
below Scoby Hill Dam. My partner happened to be
my longtime friend and mentor, Tom DeWyer. How I
wanted to put that fish on the wall so badly! After
helping me land the 8 pound plus rainbow, I told him
of my plan. He smiled broadly and commented
“that’s the most beautiful fish I’ve ever seen.” I
agreed and couldn’t wait to brag about the whole
episode again and again. But the next thing I heard
was so completely unexpected. “You know, they say
a trout is too beautiful to only catch once”. Suddenly,
everything changed. “No-not that-let her go? What,
are you nuts??” As I glumly slid her silky silver body
back into the frigid water, she flipped her tail and
disappeared forever. To this day, I’ve never forgiven
my gentle friend for shaming me into releasing that
trout. But, after a while, I got to thinking about who
the devil started the whole “put ‘em back” thing
anyway. Turns out it was that Wulff guy again.

• Tail: Deer Hair, natural

• Thread: Danville 70 Denier Black

• Body: Peacock Herl with Red Floss highlight
• Wing: White Calf Tail
• Hackle: Brown neck or micro saddle hackle

Begin by winding a thread base onto the hook.
Lightly apply cement to the thread and, while it’s still
wet, stack and tie in a deer hair tail, as this will stop
the materials from sliding around the hook. Next, tie
in a section of Peacock Herl body. Apply a touch
more head cement before neatly winding the herl
forward, stopping about half way up the body. After
tying in a length of red floss, wind several wraps
forward and tie them off. Add another short section
of herl, making certain to leave enough room to tie in
the wings and hackle. Using the same technique you
did for the tail, clean and stack a pencil diameter
sized clump of Calf Tail and secure it to the hook,
using a figure eight wrap to separate the wings. I like
to wind the thread up each wing a little to help
support and stop them from splaying out too much. A
drop of head cement at the base of each wing will
make them stronger. Lastly, tie in the hackle, starting
just in front of the peacock herl body, wrapping three
turns behind the wings, then 2 turns in front which
creates a nice tight hackle, helping the fly tofloat. Tie
off the hackle well; trim it and whip finish to
complete the fly.
Of all the flies Lee tied, the Royal Wulff is the
most popular and an all-time favorite of many
anglers. It floats like a cork in fast, rough surface
runs and its wings can be easily seen in broken
pocket water where the trout only get a split second
view. This winter, when the arctic winds blow off the
lakes and your favorite stretch of water is mostly
frozen over, spend a quiet evening by the fireside
tying up some Royal Wulffs for use next spring. I
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A master fly caster and fisherman, Lee Wulff
redesigned the famous Royal Coachman and made
the old, difficult-to-float pattern into one heck of a
fly. Lee said the Royal Wulff looked like Strawberry
Shortcake-maybe that’s why the fish loved it so
much. The consummate outdoorsman, Lee never
needed a vise to tie his Wulff series of flies; they
were always tied just using thread and his hands. He
said he liked them to be rough and bushy so they
would float high and be easy to see in the water.

• Hook: Tiemco 9300, Size 8 to 16

think you’ll be amazed at how well the fly attracts
rainbows when fished correctly.

go back to one of those boring family Christmas
suppers with my Uncle Ed today. I didn’t realize it at
the time, but he knew how to give a kid a memory he
would treasure for a lifetime.

It’s funny how things work out. Proudly, I haven’t
felt the need to kill a trout since that blizzard-like day
at Scoby Hill long ago. But what I wouldn’t give to

Jeff Kohler, WNY Chapter TU

***

Editor’s Note: Letter from Alaska. Recently, Mr. Bob Bristol, of WNY TU
forwarded this letter from TU Alaska and asked that it be shared with the
membership.
Dear Save Bristol Bay Supporters,
In a stunning announcement this week, international mining giant Anglo American said it was abandoning its claim
to the wildly controversial Pebble Mine proposal in salmon and trout rich Bristol Bay, Alaska. Anglo executives said
they have decided to pursue projects with less risks and more value.
This is a significant step towards protection for Bristol Bay and we all should take a moment to celebrate. You, our
supporters, should be proud. Our diverse and constantly growing network of people who care about Bristol Bay –
local residents, salmon consumers, commercial fishermen and sportsmen and women around the country – are
making the difference on one of the most pressing trout and salmon conservation issues of our time.
But, the fight is far from over. Northern Dynasty, the remaining partner in the Pebble Partnership, has indicated it
still fully intends to pursue the Pebble Mine, which, according to the Environmental Protection Agency would
destroy up to 90 miles of salmon streams and up 4,800 acres of wetland salmon spawning habitat – even if nothing
ever went wrong.
The news of Anglo American's decision to abandon the Pebble project comes after over 650,000 people
expressed support for protecting Bristol Bay during on the EPA's most recent round of public comment. Three out
of four people who commented on the Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment believed that the EPA was right in
examining the effects of large-scale hard rock mining on this valuable fishery. I know that many of you were among
those who weighed in.
But wait, it gets better. Here in Alaska the numbers are even more convincing.
Statewide, 84 percent of Alaskan commenters supported EPA's scientific process and subsequent protective action
via the Clean Water Act. This level of support for conservation measures does not come along every day in the Last
Frontier. And even more incredible, 98 percent of the comments submitted by residents of the Bristol Bay region
were in support of EPA's work.

The EPA should quickly finalize its Bristol Bay Watershed Assessment and use its Clean Water Act authority to
ensure the long-term protection of Bristol Bay and its fishery. The science supports it, Alaskans support it, and
hunters and anglers across the lower 48 support the EPA as well. It's time for our political leaders to come to grips

Page6

It is unquestionably clear that a vast majority of Americans want Clean Water Act protections for Bristol Bay and
Trout Unlimited's strategic, steady work with sportsmen, local residents and commercial fishermen is making a
difference.

with what business leaders are already realizing: The Pebble Mine is a risk we can't afford to take.

Please send this letter to help make it clear to our political leaders that we need protections in
place for Bristol Bay jobs, fish and people as soon as possible.
Also, consider a donation so we can continue this important fight forward.
It's because of your ceaseless commitment to win this fight – spreading the word, contacting your elected
officials, making financial contributions – that we are making major strides to protect this world-class
resource. Thank you. We have come a long way in the past seven years. We are closer than ever to our goal of
protecting Bristol Bay but we aren't there yet; we will be calling on you again in the months ahead. That said,
someone once told me you need celebrate every victory and this comment drive and Anglo American's
acknowledgement that Pebble is risky is a huge win.
Thanks again for your support. Sincerely, Tim Bristol, Alaska Director, Trout Unlimited,

tbristol@tu.org.

***

Stream Conservation Vocabulary Word of the Month: “Bankfull”.

This is a condition in
which the water in a stream has risen to the top of the banks. Further addition of water (e. g., from a heavy rain or
snow melt) will cause the river to flow into its flood plain, the land area near a water course which floods when the
stream reaches flood state. When the water is low, the level at which the stream is at “Bankfull” can sometimes be
detected by looking for a change in vegetation, sediment texture, etc.
(Ed. Note – Many of our chapter members are highly experienced in the field of stream conservation. That
specialty does have a vocabulary of its own, and these words may not be entirely familiar to other of our members.
And, sometimes, the terms are used rather loosely. So, I thought it might be useful to provide some definitions on
occasion. I am no expert in the field, however. If you are, I would be very interested in hearing from you about
terms and phrases we might include in future newsletters.)

And Now, A Look Back at a Newsletter from the Early Years of our Chapter:
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Here are
pages 1, 2, and 4 from Newsletter No. 14 (Apparently from October, 1972). The entire newsletter is quite long, so I
have only reprinted here some selected pages. Ed.
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***
Mr. Chuck Godfrey would like us to be aware of this announcement from NYSCTU:
SPECIAL CONSERVATION FUND RAFFLE
The New York State Council of Trout Unlimited
is raffling off an outstanding rod and additional prizes.
Raffles are $5.00 each, 3 for $10 or 10 for $25.00.


Prize #1: Sage Z-Axis 9' 5-weight 4-piece Fly Rod. This is THE ultimate trout rod!



Prize #2: Gift certificate for a two (2) night stay for up to 4 people at Dream Catcher Estates &
Cabins in one of their "Executive Cabins" located on the West Branch of the Delaware River
approximately 2 miles upstream from the Hale Eddy Bridge. Expires:
09/30/14 (Regular pricing $170.00/night x 2 nights = $340.00 value).
Donated by Leonard Solomon - Owner, Dream Catcher Estates &
Cabins (www.dreamcatcherlodgeny.com).



Prize #3: Fly fishing "Basket of Cheer", Donated by Orvis of Greenvale,
Fred Versace - Manager

Proceeds from the raffle will benefit the NYSCTU Conservation Fund. This is a matching grant program
administered by NYSCTU awarding funds to TU chapters in NY for coldwater fisheries conservation
projects. Please help support the fund that gives back to chapters, providing financial assistance for
projects on our home waters. The drawing will be held at the November NYSCTU General Meeting on
Saturday, November 9th, 2013 in Pulaski, NY.
Tickets will be available at the next Council meeting in November or you can purchase them via mail by
sending a Check or Money Order and this coupon to:

Your name will be added to the number of tickets
and placed in the raffle bucket.

Name: _________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
_______________________________________________
Phone: __________________________

1 ticket = $5.00
3 tickets = $10.00
10 tickets = $25.00

Number of tickets: ________ Total Enclosed: ____________

Page11

NYSCTU
2013 Conservation Fund Raffle
c/o Ron Urban- Chairman
PO Box 815
Port Ewen, NY 12466

Our Advertisers

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

