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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, October 30, 2018, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan American
Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly Tying begins at 6 p.m. Please bring brown
thread, because we will be tying the Prince Nymph.
Our presenter, for the “entertainment” portion of the chapter meeting, will be Russell Shefrin, “Trout Talk”
Newsletter Editor, who will discuss “The Battle of the Nature Writers: The Nature Faker Controversy of
1903 – 1908”. This is a fascinating, if often forgotten, incident in the history of nature appreciation. If you
are interested in the outdoors and the behavior of wild animals, please join us and check out the story.
Label

We will hold elections at the October general meeting. Per our by-laws, the Board is required to present a slate of
officers and directors to the general membership. This does not mean that only those people can run. The floor is
open for nominations at both the September and October general meetings, with elections’ taking place at the
October meeting. The presidency is a two-year term, and this is the end of my second year. Per our by-laws, I can
serve at most another consecutive 2-year term. Tony Messina, as treasurer, and Dave Unetich, as secretary, also
have terms ending and have agreed to run again. Antoinette Grote has decided not to seek reelection as vice
president, so that is a spot which needs to be filled. We have nine Board members who each serve three-year terms,
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President’s Message:

with sets of three being elected each year. This year, the terms of Gary Coons, Bob Bohner, and Joe Morgan are
up. Joe and Bob just joined the Board over the course of the past year, but that was to fill vacant, unexpired
terms. We're always looking for new leadership and, especially, new ideas, so nominate someone for a position, or
even nominate yourself. Last year was the first time we had a contested election in many, many years. I think the
group is made the stronger by having more people who want to serve than there are open positions. We really do
need someone to step up and to run for vice-president - ideally someone who would like to become president in two
years if I'm reelected.
We have received checks from six people who would like to contribute to the chapter in memory of Jim
Keech. Thank-you's are being sent to them. I had the honor of being part of his memorial service, representing the
chapter. Several other members also attended, and it was great
to meet the family of such a man. He was a one-of-kind
Dave Bollman Instructs at National Hunting and
Fishing Day
gentleman.
Through a national partnership between TU and L.L. Bean, we
were the recipients of four 6-weight fly-fishing setups, each of
which consists of rod, reel, line, backing, and leader and retails
for $99.00. This great program has been run for several
years. The equipment is used for educational purposes and
was first put to use this year at the Erie County Federation of
Sportsmen's Clubs' National Hunting and Fishing Day
program, held at Elma Conservation Society on September 22,
2018. Dave Bollman and Chuck Godfrey represented the
chapter and used the rods to introduce youths to fly-casting.
Trout Unlimited has a program called Five Rivers, in which groups of college and university students become
officially involved with local chapters. SUNY at Buffalo - U.B. to those of us who are older - has a group called
U.B. Bassmasters. Despite the name, they do have people who wish to fly-fish, to learn about trout fishing, and to
help in our Coldwater conservation efforts. We're in the process of setting up the parameters of the relationship,
because this is new to us. We will keep you informed as things develop.
Because most of our business is now conducted at our Board meetings, and then reported in the newsletter, it is
important to emphasize that the Board meetings are always open to the membership; and members are always
welcome. Board meetings are held at 7:00 p.m., the second Tuesday of each month, January through June, and
September through December, at Sorrentino's at the corner of Mill and Main in Williamsville.
The presenter at the October 30, 2018, Chapter meeting will our newsletter editor, Russ Shefrin, whose topic will
be “The Battle of the Nature Writers: The Nature Faker Controversy of 1903 – 1908”. This is a long forgotten but
truly fascinating incident in the history of nature appreciation. Two of the major antagonists happened to be avid fly
fishermen. If you like the outdoors and the study of wild animals, please attend.
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Our November meeting will be held on Tuesday the 27th. Noted author and fly fisherman, Rick Kustich, will give
a presentation on “Fly-fishing for Muskies”. We've had Rick as a presenter before, and he is a former Board
member who is always informative and entertaining.

Our annual Christmas party at the Donovan post will take place on December 4, 2018. The party will begin at 7:00
p.m. If you receive attachments to this newsletter, please see the attached flyer for details.
This brings up another major change we are about to make. After many, many years of meeting at the Donovan
Post, in January, 2019, we are going to change meeting sites. The Orvis Shop in Williamsville (actually Clarence)
on Transit Road has offered to host all our meetings, and we have accepted. We held our March meetings there the
last two years, and the turnout was tremendous. I think it was over 50 this past March and 60 the year before. We
think the increase in attendance was due to a combination of the meeting site and the ability of Orvis to promote it
through their contact system. Many non-members attended each meeting, far more than when we hold a meeting at
the Post, so we're making the change in hopes of (1) getting our message out to more of the public and (2)
encouraging more participation by members. We also changed the greeting procedures at the last meeting in order
to get a better idea of who is attending and why.
TU's fiscal year starts on October 1 and ends on September 30, although that will be changing as of April, 2019.
We have to fill out an extensive treasurer's report and, also, a report on hours spent in chapter activities by
members. For any of our activities where there was a chairman in charge, he will have kept track of those hours
and report them to me. I take care of it for our meetings. If you volunteered for electroshocking with the DEC this
past summer, Scott Cornett keeps track of that and gives me a list in October, so we have that covered. If you did
anything else on behalf of TU, though, please let me know what it was and how much time you spent. This would
include time you spent on researching things of value/use for TU on the computer, for instance, which we would
have no way of knowing about. If you've got anything you think should be included, please email me with the
number of hours and what you were doing. For instance, there are a couple of people I know who have spent a lot
of time on the computer on behalf of TU, in general, and this chapter, in particular. They need to get that
information to me so we can include it in our chapter report to National. At this point in time, I'm still missing
some of those volunteer hours.
Finally, this is an election year where all members of the House of Representatives, and one of our Senate seats are
being contested. Please become informed on where the candidates stand on the issues that are important to you and
then vote.

Trout in the Classroom:
Debbie and Chuck picked up brown trout eggs from the Randolph Hatchery on October 18 and delivered them to
Gowanda High School, Holland High School, Randolph Academy in Hamburg, Lackawanna Middle School,
Nichols Middle School, and Maryvale Middle School. The Randolph teacher is going to have streaming video
available soon. Once he does, we will publish the link in the newsletter; and you will be able to watch as the fish
grow. There is even an infrared setup so they can be watched when it is dark in the room. Eggs will be picked up
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Environmental Report:
There are ongoing plans and discussions on developing the Outer Harbor. The Erie County Harbor Development
Corporation (ECHDC) is in charge. They will be having a public meeting in November - watch for announcements
in the media as to the date and place. There is also a group named the "Our Outer Harbor Coalition" (OOHC)
which is an umbrella group of various organizations - we are a member - seeking to have the outer harbor
developed in as environmentally friendly a way as possible. They advocate strongly for more parkland, public
access, and habitat enhancement in the Outer Harbor area. That group will be holding a public informational
meeting on Monday, October 29th, from 5:30-7:30 at Riverworks. The coalition's press release is not available as I
write this report, but I would strongly urge anyone interested in the Outer Harbor to attend both meetings and to
make your feelings heard.

from the Bath Hatchery on October 22nd and delivered to Fred Hill ES in Brockport, Newfane HS, St. Mary's ES in
Swormsville, and St. Mary' of Lancaster HS. We already have inquiries from two more schools about joining the
program next year. [Editor’s Note: Please see the Photography section, later in this newsletter, for Trout in the
Classroom images.]
Erie County Federation of Sportsmen's Clubs:
The Federation has two programs which should be of interest to members. The first is its Youth Lifetime License
program. This is a FREE raffle for Erie County residents who will be under sixteen by March 1st of the following
year. A drawing is held at the December Federation meeting. There are year-long fundraising efforts, and the
number of free lifetime licenses awarded is determined by the amount of funds raised throughout the
year. Entrance into the drawing is through the Federation's website. The Federation also awards up to five $200
scholarships to college students who are enrolled in any of several majors each year. Details on both of these
programs are available on the Federation's website - www.ecfsc.org

Announcements:
•

A Report by Mr. Dave Bollman:
Shows: The WNY Travel and Sport Expo, which will take place in March of 2019, will be our next event.
I will keep everyone informed as the event gets closer.

•

Stream Projects: A Report from Mr. Joseph Morgan. In September, at the Orvis Store in
Williamsville, Kerrie Gallo, from Buffalo Niagara River Keeper, gave a presentation and update on the
Crow Creek project. She indicated the culvert modeling should be completed by the end of this year and the
project should happen next year. Please see the attached pdf for an overview of the project. [Editor’s Note:
For those who receive attachments, this document is attached to the newsletter.] The Elton Creek Project
had its first high water test with the recent rains and
Elton Creek High Water Debris
passed.
Elton Creek Live Stakes
The
stream
appeared
to widen
and
deepen a
little. The
live stake
plantings
took well.
See
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Project Healing Waters: Fly Tying at the Buffalo Veterans Hospital has been moved to the first Monday
of every month, starting on November 5, 2018. The additional dates are: December 3rd, January 7th,
February 4th, March 4th and April 1st. If anyone would like to come out and help tying with the Veterans,
it will be greatly appreciated. Your assistance is needed to make this program a success. I cannot do it
without your help. Please contact me, Dave Bollman, at (716) 697-3807 if you would like to become
involved.

attached pictures. We may end up planting about 100 trees at the site this Fall. Speaking of trees, Trout
Unlimited has teamed with the Elm Research Institute to institute a program called Restoring Trout and the
American Elm. We will be working with the NYDEC to determine if and where we could utilize this
program. This will be done along with site evaluation for the Trees for Tribs program over the next few
months to help us find some potential planting sites for 2019.

•

A Message from Mr. Bill Jedlicka: Mr. Jedlicka sends us this copy of his Face Book post concerning Mr.
Jim Markham’s presentation at our last Chapter meeting: Many thanks to Jim Markham of the NYS Dept.
Of Environmental Conservation for a very enjoyable and informative presentation on the Steelhead fishery
of the Lake Erie tributaries. Jim presented to a packed house of attendees, fielding numerous questions
and comments from the group. Thanks again Jim!
For those who were unable to attend, and even for those who did, additional information can be found
through the following links:
http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/32286.html
http://www.glfc.org/lake-erie-committee.php.

•

Mr. Kevin O’Neill Writes: Members who are unfamiliar with this link might be interested to learn of it:
https://waterwatch.usgs.gov/index.php?id=real&sid=w__gmap&r=ny.

•

Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ended September 30, 2018 (Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina):

prior period

this period

thru 08/31/18

thru 09/30/18

(CHECKING ACCT)
JUNE 1, 2018

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 1, 2018

INFLOWS:

TRANS FROM MONEY MKT ACCT.

$600.18
$552.62
$500.00

SHOWS

$2,101.00

TU MERCHANDISE

$44.00

DONATIONS

$225.00
TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

$500.00

MONTHLY MEETING
SHOWS
STREAM PROJECTS

$2,370.00
$75.00

$19.46
$528.10

NEWSLETTER POSTAGE

$125.00

NEWSLETTER PRINTING

$205.00

SUPPLIES

$173.47

PICNIC

$54.44
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BALANCE AT

TOTAL OUTFLOWS:
BALANCE AT

AUGUST 31, 2018

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 30, 2018

$547.56

$632.91

$552.62
$2,289.71

prior period

this period

thru 08/31/18

thru 09/30/18

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
BALANCE AT

JUNE 1, 2018

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 1, 2018

INFLOWS:

INTEREST - September

$23,261.94
$22,763.10
$0.37

INTEREST - June

$0.38

INTEREST - July

$0.39

INTEREST - August

$0.39
TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

TRANS TO CHECKING ACCOUNT

AUGUST 31, 2018

BALANCE AT

SEPTEMBER 30, 2018

$500.00

$0.00

$22,763.10
$22,763.47

Editor’s Note: Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month
except for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is only
available once a year, namely, in September. Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial burden, to
WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to forgo the
print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email). It would help our
organization considerably if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do is send
me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and remove
your name from the paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com
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•

$0.37

$500.00
TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

$1.16

Photography
Trout in the Classroom Program (Photos submitted by Mr. Chuck Godfrey)

Mr. Rich Borner, Hatchery

Holland students place the carefully transported eggs into their tank.
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Manager, and Mr. Chuck Godfrey load eggs into thermoses for transport.

A similar scene at Randolph
Academy, where trout eggs have found a new home.

The eggs at Lackawanna
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also receive attentive handling, as teacher Mr. John Miller supervises.

Maryvale students ready their eggs for development and look forward to see what happens.

***
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Last Month’s Chapter meeting featured Mr. Jim Markham, who spoke on the status of our
Lake Erie steelhead fishery. Mr. Bill Jedlicka kindly sent these photos of the presentation.

Our Advertisers
Cattaraugus Creek Outfitters
*Guided Fly Fishing for Steelhead
*Cabins on Cattaraugus Creek in Zoar
Valley
*Hosted Fly-Fishing Adventures to
Alaska, Bahamas, Mexico
*DIY Bahamas Bonefishing Adventures

Visit www.ccoflyfishing.com
Or call Vince @ 716-479-2327

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

COME ONE, COME ALL
TO THE ANNUAL WNYTU CHRISTMAS PARTY
TUESDAY December 4, 2018
7:00 pm
DONOVAN AMERICAN LEGION POST
3210 GENESEE ST, CHEEKTOWAGA
CELEBRATE THE SEASON WITH US
WE WILL HAVE AN OPTIONAL “YANKEE SWAP”
BRING A GIFT OF $10 OR LESS TO PARTICIPATE
RESERVATIONS NOT NECESSARY, BUT PLEASE LET CHUCK GODFREY KNOW IF YOU CAN ATTEND AT
STEELHEADER03@HOTMAIL.COM SO WE CAN PLAN FOR FOOD AND DRINK.
PIZZA, WINGS, ANTIPASTO, POP, AND WATER PROVIDED
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PLEASE BRING A DISH TO PASS.

