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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, September 30, 2014, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan
American Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. (Please Note: There will be no fly
tying session prior to this meeting.)
The “entertainment” portion of our chapter meeting will be conducted by Mr. James Markham, Biologist
with the DEC Lake Erie Fisheries Unit. The main focus of his presentation will be the results of recent
Label
research on emigration of stocked steelhead and implications for our Lake Erie steelhead fishery. He will
also provide updates on fish passage projects at Springville Dam and Chautauqua Creek, the DEC tributary
angler survey that is occurring this year, and the development of a Steelhead Management Plan for the New
York Lake Erie tributaries. As always, Mr. Markham will be more than happy to answer questions after his
presentation, which is likely to be highly informative.
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We look forward to seeing you.

Announcements


A Report from Mr. Len Bigaj:
Shows: My thanks go out to Dave and Karen Bollman, and to Bill and Pat Koerner for taking over the
Erie County Fair show. They did a great job on the booth decorations, too! We took Second Place in the
judging. “Thanks”, also, to Henry Lipiew, Dave Bollman, Bill Koerner, Dave Unetich, Gary Coons, Jim
Stachowski, Jeff Koller, Tom Dewyer, Gene Romanyshyn, Ed Luba, Bill Jedlicka, and Bill Kelman for
staffing our WNY TU booth at the Fair. We made $886.00, of which $532.00 was from fly sales. Again,
“Thanks to all”. Len.
Banquet: We are still looking for someone to take over the Banquet. Please let me know if you are
interested. Thanks, Len.



Project Healing Waters: Mr. Dave Bollman announces the following dates for fly tying at the V.A.:
October16, 2014; November 13, 2014; December 11, 2014; January 15, 2015; February 12, 2015; March
19, 2015; April16, 2015. Tying starts at 6 p.m. in the Freedom Hall at the Buffalo V.A. Hospital.



A Report by Stream Projects Committee Chairman, Mr. Chuck Godfrey:
Chapter Recertification: We have received notification, from the NYS Council of TU, that, at a recent
convention in Santa Fe, New Mexico, the NLC and Board of Trustees of National TU officially approved
the recharter of the WNY chapter for another four years. Rechartering means the chapter is operating and
functioning in a way that meets national's criteria as approved by the Council Chairman.

Trout in the Classroom: The program will be running again this year at Nichols Middle School, Frontier
Middle School, Gowanda High School, Lackawanna Middle School, Maryvale Middle School, Brockport
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Stream Projects: From July 7 to July 9, we cooperated with the Red House Brook Chapter in a joint
project on Mansfield Creek. We installed toe wood structures and eight lunkers in order to stabilize a badly
eroding bank and to provide in stream habitat on the Telaak Farm. This was done in cooperation with the
DEC Region 9 Fisheries staff, USFWS, Cattaraugus County DPW, and Cattaraugus County Soil and Water
Conservation District. “Thanks” for all their help go to Gene Romanyshyn, Spencer Schofield, Joe and
Kevin Morgan and Tom Piwowar. (Editor’s Note: Please see images in “Photos” section, later in this
newsletter.)
On August 19, we helped to build 18 lunkers for the Springville Spring Creek project. We are
cooperating with the Red House Brook Chapter, DEC Region 9 Fisheries staff, USFWS, Village of
Springville and, for the first time, the Erie County SWCD. On September 15, fish were electroshocked
and moved from the stretch of stream where the project will be completed. This section is in the Village
Park, immediately upstream of South Buffalo Street. Construction was due to be started on 9/22.
“Thanks” to members Tom Piwowar, Spencer Schofield, Gene Romanyshyn, Kevin Morgan, Al and Diane
Rosinski, Brian Barrey, Red House Brook member Dave Savko, Friend of the Chapter Dave Labiak, DEC
staff Tobias Widger and Justin Brewer, and project manager Mark Gaston of the Erie County SWCD.
We aided the DEC in a minor repair to the Wiscoy project of last fall and with electroshocking on Lime
Lake Outlet, Clear Creek (Arcade), North Branch of Wiscoy Creek (a continued review of the effectiveness
of a 2011 project), and Trout Brook.

High School, and Newfane High School. New to the program this year are Lancaster High School and
Iroquois Middle School.


Mr. Bob Bristol would like to call our attention to recent communications, from TU, concerning the
Bristol Bay, Alaska, area, “Home to one of the largest wild salmon fisheries on the planet”, which is
threatened by the proposed Pebble gold and silver mine project. TU is asking that comments be sent to
the EPA, urging them to support Clean Water Act protection for Bristol Bay. You can see the details at the
TU national site, www.tu.org. Here is another link:
http://takeaction.savebristolbay.org/savebristolbay/issues/alert/?alertid=63080101.



Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ended August 31, 2014 (Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina):
prior period

this period

thru 5/31/14

thru 8/31/14

(CHECKING
ACCT)
BALANCE AT

MAY 1, 2014

BALANCE AT

JUNE 1, 2014

INFLOWS:

NONE

$969.51
$688.61
$0.00
TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

MONTHLY MEETING ROOM RENT
STREAM PROJECTS
MEMBERSHIPS (EC Agr. Soc)

$0.00

$0.00

$70.00

$70.00

$160.90

$499.83

$50.00

PICNIC

$62.25
TOTAL
OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

MAY 31,2014

BALANCE AT

AUGUST 31,2014

$280.90

$632.08

$688.61
$56.53
*****************

*****************

prior period

this period

thru 5/31/14

thru 8/31/14

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
$30,225.75

BALANCE AT

MAY 1, 2014

BALANCE AT

JUNE 1, 2014

INFLOWS:

INTEREST (June, July and August)

$0.77

$1.73

OUTFLOWS:

NONE

$0.00

$0.00

BALANCE AT

MAY 31,2014

BALANCE AT

AUGUST 31,2014

$30,226.52

$30,228.25
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$30,226.52



Editor’s Note: Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in electronic format each month except for July,
August, and December. In order to contain costs, the print version is only available twice a year
(September and January). Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial burden, to WNY TU, of the
print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to forgo the print edition and to
accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email). It would help our organization
considerably (and perhaps save some trees!) if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. There is a
further advantage to the subscriber. Specifically, the electronic version usually has more items than does
the print version, often has pictures, etc., all because its length is not as constrained as is the paper form.
Incidentally, a new feature of the electronic newsletter is a delightful column on fly tying by WNY TU
member, Jeff Kohler. Won’t you please consider adding your name to the list of those who receive, via email, only the electronic newsletter? All you have to do is send me your e-mail and surface mail addresses
so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and remove your name from the paper mailing list.
Please give this matter some serious consideration. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com.



Call for Articles: Have a story to tell about on-stream experiences, cold water fisheries conservation,
improving one’s fishing skills, understanding salmonids, etc.? Why not send it here and see if it is suitable
for our newsletter? Just email it to me, and I’ll take a look. Or, if you have an idea, but would like some
assistance in putting it into words, let me know; I might be able to help. Looking forward to hearing from
you! Russ Shefrin, Editor. (AdkRuss@roadrunner.com.)

ARTICLE:
“Blood Sports and Reverence” By Russell Shefrin
Earlier this month, I had the pleasure of exploring the Minden City State Game Area in Michigan. My goal was
to experience one of my favorite ecosystems, namely, a true raised bog, something rare in this part of the world.
Although I never did reach the bog because many of trails were blocked by recent rains, my journey through its
associated wetlands complex had the same rejuvenating effect on me as do most of my excursions into the natural
world.
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Ok, so what has this to do with Trout Unlimited? Well, to begin with, there is the official map, available on the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources website. Printed on it, in big letters, is the sentence: “Hunter monies
made this area possible”. And, on my drive to the place, I crossed part of southern Ontario, Canada. Visible from
the superhighways were a couple of restored wetlands, both marked with signs indicating that the organization,
Ducks Unlimited, had been instrumental in their conservation. These things made me think of a TV program I
recently saw about the extinction of the passenger pigeon early in the last century. According to the narrator, the
loss of this once abundant bird to unrestrained hunting induced hunting organizations to take an active role in
wildlife and wildlife habitat preservation.

Trout Unlimited, of course, shares this heritage of being made up of those who both seek wild game and strive to
ensure its survival. Although, nowadays, many of us anglers practice “catch and release”, hunting and fishing have
been considered “blood sports” and have, thereby, been given a “bad rap” in recent decades. Too often lost in the
invective, often on the part of nature lovers, is the realization that many priceless natural areas are still there for
them to enjoy because of the efforts of hunters and fishers. I can be very sympathetic to those who don’t like the
idea of killing wild creatures, because I share many of their sensibilities. But I am troubled that too many of them
don’t seem to “get” the love, even the reverence, which many sportsmen and women hold for the natural world.
When it comes to “conservation”, writ large, we hold similar values. Ever talked to a grizzled old deer hunter who
describes how he has reached the point where he enjoys the serenity of a crisp fall morning so much that he’d rather
take it all in than take a shot at a handsome buck? I have; and those people can wax as poetic – and appreciative –
as any gentle “tree hugger”.
Perhaps anglers and hunters, and their associated sportsmen’s clubs, need to reach out to, and find common
ground with, environmentalists who instinctively recoil at the concept of a “blood sport”. Sure, most of the latter
probably won’t, thereafter, take to the field with rod or gun; but it might be helpful if they can be induced to
understand that, were it not for the willingness of those who do to put their brains, brawn, cash, and time in the
service of their favorite game animal, the natural environments prized so much by all of us might not be around.
Members of TU, and like-minded outdoors people, can be proud of the fact that when we protect, conserve, and
restore our preferred wild life quarry, we are doing the same for all sorts of animals, plants, whole ecosystems, in
fact, that are associated with them. The effects are far-reaching, both for nature and for the human soul. And keep
in mind that, “Hunter [and fisher] monies [and more] made this area possible”.

Al Rosinski, Dave Labiak, Spencer Schofield, and Tom Piwowar cut wood for the lunkers.
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PHOTOS:

Mansfield Creek: Work in Progress.
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(L to R): Brian Barrey, Dave Labiak, Spencer Schofield, Mark Gaston, Tom Piwowar, Gene Romanyshyn,
Kevin Morgan, Dave Savko, Al Rosinski, Justin Brewer, Tobia Widger, and Diane Rosinski.

Mansfield Creek: Result.
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And, last, but certainly not least, Mr. Gary Coons
has forwarded this photo of WNYTU Member, Mr.
Bill Wellman, on the occasion of his receiving the TU
Distinguished Service Award. Congratulations, Bill.

Our Advertiser

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

