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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, September 29, 2015, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan
American Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. (Please Note: There will be no fly
tying session prior to this meeting.)
The “entertainment” portion of our chapter meeting will be conducted by Mr. James Markham, Biologist
with the DEC Lake Erie Fisheries Unit. He will address a number of topics, which will include the results of
recent research on stocked smolts in Chautauqua Creek, data from the Steelhead angler survey from last
fishing season, and updates on fish passage projects and regulations on both Chautauqua and Cattaraugus
Creeks. Mr. Markham will also take questions from the audience. His presentations are always highly
informative. We look forward to seeing you.
Label

Announcements
A Report from Mr. David Bollman
Shows: We had a very successful year at the Erie County Fair. Thanks to the following people for their
Help in managing our booth: Gene Romanyshyn Henry Lipiew, Bill Jedlicka, Bill Koerner, Pat Koerner,
Antoinette Grote, Jerome Levan, Dave Unetich, Jeff Kohler, Tom Dewyer, Dave LaRoche, Gary Coons,
Don Kwiatkowski and Karen Bollman. Everyone did a great job! Also, a special thank you to my
daughter, Natalie, for doing a fantastic job with the theme of the fair in the display and posters.
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The winner of the fly rod raffle was Grayden Gurnett of Buffalo. (Ed. Note: Please see images in the
“Photos” section of this newsletter.)

Project Healing Waters: September 10th was our last outing at Elma with the veterans this year.
Thanks to Bill Koerner, Henry Lipiew, Gary Coons and Leonard Skalski for all their help and thanks to
everyone who helped out throughout the summer. I will let everyone know when the tying will start as
soon as I get the dates.

From Mr. Chuck Godfrey, WNYTU’s Representative at the Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s
Clubs, State Council Delegate, Stream Projects Chair:
Our Trout in the Classroom program is getting off the ground. We will again be partnering with
seven schools. Participating schools are Gowanda High School (shared with the Red House Brook
Chapter), Frontier Middle School, Lackawanna Middle School, Nichols Middle School, Maryvale Middle
School, Newfane High School., and Brockport High School. This is a great program. If you have any
children or grandchildren at any of these schools, ask them about it. If you know any teacher at any school
who might be interested, have that person contact me, Chuck Godfrey, at steelheader03@hotmail.com.
We commit to buying the “chiller”, which is by far the most expensive item needed. Some of the teachers
have applied for and received grants that covered all or part of the expense. We have also, at times, applied
for and received a grant from the NYS Council of TU to pay for the chiller. In that case, we were able to
purchase the rest of the equipment for the school.
The DEC has been electro-shocking all summer, with the help of many volunteers. I don’t have a
tally yet of how many volunteers we supplied, nor how many hours of work; but I’ll be getting that shortly
from Scott Cornett. For those of you who have been complaining that there aren’t any trout in your
favorite streams, rest assured there are trout there. That’s the good news. The bad news is that, in nearly
every stream sampled for any reason, the brown and rainbow populations seem to be way down. On the
bright side, the USFWS is conducting a genetics study on brook trout. They electroshock a stream to
capture adults and then snip a tiny piece off of the top of the tail to use in the genetic testing. Anyway, just
about everywhere the brookies have managed to survive, they are doing very, very well. I’m sure Scott
will present some theories about these matters at our February meeting.
On the salmon/steelhead front, work has begun on the fish passage past the Village of Westfield
dam at the intake to their water supply system on Chautauqua Creek. The Corps of Engineers
constructed one there 2 or 3 years ago; but, due to heavy rains and flooding that fall, all the work that had
been done was washed out. We’re cooperating with The Red House Brook Chapter, the DEC, Chautauqua
County Soil and Water Conservation District, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to construct a better, and
actually cheaper, fish passage. It will have a new design that will probably be stable enough to hold for a
long time.
About a week ago, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced that agreements had been signed
with Erie County and DEC to finance the Scoby dam restructuring and fish passage project. Partly
due to the fact that the Corps has once again changed what it wishes to do there, by the time plans are made
and finalized, construction will probably be scheduled to begin in 2018, instead of the original target date
of 2016.
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We are partnering with the DEC, the Red House Brook Chapter and Bowling Green State
University (Ohio) in an ongoing “otolith” study. This study has also received funding from NYS
Council of TU’s Conservation Fund.We know that the return of Salmon River stocked steelhead to Lake
Erie tributaries is not nearly as high as it should be. Indeed, preliminary data suggest that there are more
fish from Ohio stockings and Pennsylvania stockings returning to our streams than from New York.
Additionally, it looks as though Michigan stocked fish may be the fourth most abundant steelhead coming
into our Lake Erie tributaries. Fish will be collected (in order to remove the otoliths and study them for
point of origin) on Chautauqua, Canadaway, and Cattaraugus Creeks, at least this fall. I know most TU
folks release their catch, but we really need to help the people running this study. They just cannot shock
the number of fish they need to study, so we’re asking people to please keep steelhead that they catch on
those 3 creeks. They do have to be killed in order to collect the otoliths, but this study can go a long way
toward understanding where steelhead coming into our streams are originating. It may also lead to
conclusions as to what might be done in order to improve the survival rate of the fish we stock. Dave
Savko, who is the Council’s First Vice President, spoke to Phil Hulbert about this study. Phil is in charge
of all fisheries matters for the DEC. He said this was a very good idea and could possibly really help make
our steelhead program, and by logical extension, the steelhead fishing, much better. Please consider
helping in this study. I don’t have all the details yet but will be getting them shortly. As soon as I have
them, I’ll let people know. This effort will probably have to start before our next newsletter goes out, so
please contact me, Chuck Godfrey, at either 716-440-6995 or steelheader03@hotmail.com.

Finally, from the Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs: There is a celebration of
National Hunting and Fishing day on September 26 at Elma Conservation Club. It’s a great day for
the youngsters. There are all kinds of hands-on activities, Sahlen’s donates hot dogs, and the Federation
supplies lunch for everyone. We also have a scholarship available for people going into any one of several
outdoors occupations or law enforcement. It’s only $200, but that would buy at least a book or two. We
also have the Joe Jemiolo, Jr. Lifetime License program, in which we buy lifetime hunting or fishing
licenses for those under 16 in a FREE raffle. (Please see the announcement at the end of this newsletter.
Ed.)
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Here are a couple of cautionary notes: National TU has a Great Lakes Workgroup, of which I’ve
recently become a member. There is a company in Michigan which is proposing to start a coldwater
aquaculture operation in Lake Michigan. At present, the State of Michigan has asked them to hold off on
submitting the proposal until the State can decide what the permitting process would be, because there is
none in place now. For the moment, they’ve agreed not to submit. This probably is a really serious threat
to the Great Lakes. Such types of aquaculture have created major problems throughout the world when
carried out in salt water. Our concern is that, if the oceans or big fjords in Norway couldn’t handle the
effluent, inevitable escapees, etc., Lake Michigan probably couldn’t either. Another threat to the Great
Lakes is the application, by a city in Wisconsin, to get its water supply from Lake Michigan, which is only
17 miles away. Because the city is not within the Great Lakes Basin, that is not now permissible under the
Great Lakes Compact. The city claims that it would return all the water, treated, to the Basin. They are
applying for a waiver. Under the Great Lakes Compact, it only takes a “no” from one of the eight U.S.
governors or two Provincial Prime Ministers to keep this from happening. We’ll keep you updated on this.
My worry is that, if this city is given a waiver, how long will it be before the desert Southwest and
California come knocking at the door? A former governor of New Mexico said, in a 2008 speech, that it
was time “we” – the Southwest – start looking to the Great Lakes for help with the dry conditions.



Treasurer’s Report for the Period Ended August 31, 2015. This report covers June, July, and
August, 2015. (Submitted by Mr. Anthony Messina):

prior period

this period

thru 05/31/15

thru 08/31/15

(CHECKING
ACCT)
$278.20

BALANCE AT

MAY 1, 2015

BALANCE AT

JUNE 1, 2015

INFLOWS:

TRANSFER FM MONEY MKT

$626.31

TOTAL INFLOWS:
OUTFLOWS:

$1,000.00

$0.00

$1,000.00

$0.00

SHOWS
MONTHLY MEETING

$70.00

STREAM PROJECTS

$531.89

MEMBERSHIPS

$50.00

TRAVEL

$131.25

TOTAL
OUTFLOWS:
BALANCE AT

MAY 31, 2015

BALANCE AT

AUGUST 31, 2015

******************

$55.32

$651.89

$186.57

$626.31
$439.74
**************

*****************

*****************

prior period

this period

thru 05/31/15

thru 08/31/15

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
MAY 1, 2015

BALANCE AT

JUNE 1, 2015

INFLOWS:

INTEREST

OUTFLOWS:

TRANSFER TO
CHECKING

BALANCE AT

MAY 31, 2015

BALANCE AT

AUGUST 31, 2015

$27,231.95
$26,232.40
$0.45

$1.33

$1,000.00

$0.00

$26,232.40
$26,233.73
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Editor’s Notes:
 Mr. Godfrey would like to call our attention to the following additional items: First, Deer
Search of Western New York is offering a $1000 scholarship in an effort to “enhance wildlife
appreciation and environmental enhancement”. One of the requirements is that the applicant or
parent/guardian be a member of a club that belongs to a county Sportsmen’s Federation. WNY
Trout Unlimited is one such club. Applications must be received by January 1, 2016. Second,
the New York State Council of Trout Unlimited will be holding a Special Conservation Fund
raffle, which includes a fine fly rod as well as other prizes. The drawing will be on November
7, 2015. Application details for both these matters are attached to the electronic edition of this
newsletter, unless you have requested no such announcements.


Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month except
for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is
only available twice a year (September and January). Unfortunately, even on this schedule,
the financial burden, to WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our
members have agreed to forgo the print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which
is sent to them via email). It would help our organization considerably if more of our members
agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do is send me your e-mail and surface mail
addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and remove your name from the
paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com.

ARTICLE
“Listening” by Russell Shefrin

Recently, fellow TU member, George Welsh, kindly loaned me a book on the history of classic fly rods. In the
introduction, the author, Martin Keane, observes that fly-fishing is an activity which is “beautifully entwined with
the heartbeat of nature”. What a delightful concept! But what if we wanted to pay more attention to that rhythm?
What’s a good way to detect a heartbeat? Well, by listening, of course.

So, it seems to me, we fisher types are in a good position to learn to listen. Sure, there are many other aspects
to our past-time, but this is one that can add a large measure of pleasure, exercising what Mr. Lenfer calls, “your
grin muscles”!
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At about the same time I was thinking about the introduction to Keane’s book, I chanced upon an article, in a
recent issue of “Nature Conservancy” magazine, by Hank Lenfer. The piece is entitled “Wild Voices – Taking
Time to Listen to Nature”. Mr. Lenfer described how his appreciation for wild spaces has been enhanced by
learning to take the time to listen carefully to the sounds of “nature’s concert hall”, especially the “subtle things, the
small sounds” as well as to “the big stuff”.

Why not, then, consider this little procedure, which is borrowed from the world of mindfulness meditation
practice. The next time you are out on a trout stream, find a safe, secure place where you can stand or sit
comfortably for a while. (It goes without saying to use common sense in selecting this spot and conducting this
exercise – as you know, nature is not always warm and fuzzy.) Then close your eyes, and spend a couple of minutes
focusing on your breathing, trying to follow the sensations of the breath, from the beginning of inhalation to the end
of exhalation. The mind will drift; this is normal. But, when you notice that you are attending to some extraneous
thought, gently redirect your focus to the breath, the in-breath and the out-breath. The goal of this exercise is not so
much to settle the mind as it is to maintain a focus on the present moment. Then, put the breath in the background,
as it were; and, with the eyes closed, scan your environment aurally, noticing what you hear. What attracts your
attention? Is it an obvious sound or is it one of those subtle ones Mr. Lenfer mentioned? Do you notice variations
in a sound that at first seemed fairly constant? Motion of water over rocks or wind in the trees often has this
quality.
Spend a little time at this before opening your eyes and moving on with your activities. Later, when you try to
reconstruct the experience in your mind, you may be surprised by what comes back to you. Mr. Lenfer reminds us
that, when out in the natural world, “……Listen. Some measure of great music is always playing”. Maybe you’ll
hear that “heartbeat of nature” and enhance your sense of well-being, too.

PHOTOS:
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First, the winner of the Erie County Fair fly rod raffle, Mr. Grayden Gurnett (right). Mr. David Bollman
offers congratulations:
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And now, three Images of our fly-tyers at this year’s Fair booth. (Submitted by Mr. Jeff Kohler, who wants
to thank Mr. Dave Bollman and all the tyers for a great evening.)
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Our Advertiser

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

Deer Search of Western New York
Memorial College Scholarship
In efforts to help enhance wildlife appreciation and environmental
enhancement, Deer Search of Western New York will be awarding $1,000 cash
scholarship to a deserving college student. This year’s scholarship will be
awarded in honor of Tim Abbey.
Students interested in applying for this scholarship must provide an
application which includes the following criteria:
1) Must be a High School student who will be attending college in the 2016-2017school year.
2) Must have a current NYS hunting license, please provide a photocopy of license.
3)Applicant or parent/guardian must be a member in good standing of a New York State
Sportsmen’s Club that belongs to a county Sportsmen Federation, please submit name of club.
4)Include a letter of recommendation from a non-family member, such as a teacher,employer,
etc.
5) Include an essay not exceeding 100 words that states a college of selection, field of study and
why they should be considered for this scholarship.
6) Proof of college acceptance.
Deadline: All applications must be received by January 1st, 2016 in order to be considered.
Applications should be sent to: Deer Search of WNY P.O. Box 251 Lancaster, NY 14086
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Scholarship will be awarded to the applicant chosen at their Sportsmen’s Federation annual
banquet. Please submit contact information: phone or Email, all information will be used exclusively for this
scholarship and not shared with others.
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