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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, September 27, 2016, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan
American Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly tying starts at 6 p.m. Please
bring black thread, because we will be tying Black Woolly Buggers.
Our presenter, for the “entertainment” portion of the chapter meeting, will be Mr. Jim Markham from the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation Lake Erie Research Unit. He will be speaking
on the steelhead program in Lake Erie and its tributaries. Mr. Markham will have preliminary results from
the steelhead otolith study, which aims at determining the origins of returning adult steelhead in
Chautauqua and Cattaraugus Creeks. He will also report on the DEC’s new steelhead management plan,
Label
the steelhead emigration study, and fish passage projects. Please join us; this will be a highly informative
discussion.

Hope everyone had a great summer with lots of enjoyable hours of fishing! If you
weren't able to attend the picnic or booth at the fair this year, you missed out on two awesome events. I would like
to thank everyone who helped make them so successful. I especially thank Dave Bollman and his wife, who spear
headed both events and did a fantastic job making this the most successful year we have had. Dave is currently on
the mend, and we send him all of our best wishes. We hope everyone will join us for our September meeting which
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President’s Message:

will feature a report from Jim Markham of the DEC. Jim always has the most up to date information, and you won't
want to miss it. We will also be taking nominations for all offices. Please join us! Looking forward to seeing you
there!

Announcements:


A Report from Mr. David Bollman:
Shows: We did very well at the Erie County Fair this year, having earned $1420.00. I would like to thank
the following people for their assistance with the booth: Henry Lipiew, Bill and Pat Koerner, Dave
Unetich, Gary Coons, Bill Jedlicka, Jeff Kohler, Tom DeWyer, Antoinette Grote, Gene Romanyshyn, Bill
Kelman, Jose Olea, and Karen Bollman. Special “thank you’s” go out to George Welch, who donated four
dozen flies, David LaRoche, who also donated four dozen flies, and Jim Keech, for the dozens of flies he
contributed. Jim also gave us a beautiful fly box, which when sold with flies, netted us $100.00. Thanks
again, Jim! Additional thanks go out to Henry Lipiew for his contribution, which brought in $50.00 and to
my wife, Karen, for setting up the game for the kids. Proceeds go to stream projects. Without the help of
all these hands, there would be no booth at the fair. [Editor’s Note: Please see “Photos” section of this
newsletter.]
Picnic: We had a good turn-out at the annual picnic in June. We appreciate Orvis Company for putting on
a good show for everyone. Thank you, Orvis!



Report from WNYTU Chapter Vice President, Mr. Gene Romanyshyn: Our chapter is always looking
for entertainment for our monthly meetings. We are reaching out to all the readers of our newsletter and
asking them if they would be willing to do a presentation. This invitation is extended not only to members,
but, also, to anyone our members may know who would like to give a presentation on trout, water,
conservation, environmental issues, or related matters. If anyone is interested, please contact WNYTU at
wnytroutunlimited@gmail.com.



Face Book: Mr. Bill Jedlicka writes: “We invite you to visit Western New York Trout Unlimited on
Facebook. Please "Like" the page and "Share" it with your Facebook friends. It's a great way to spread the
word about the important things WNYTU does in the area and can help interested people (including current
or, perhaps, future members) stay informed about upcoming activities.
And feel free to post some of your favorite fishing or fly tying photos as well!”



Call for Volunteers: Mr. Bill Jedlicka advises us that a volunteer is needed for Orvis Day, October 8,
2016. “Anyone interested in representing WNYTU for a few hours at Orvis Days on 10/8, please contact
Bill Jedlicka at bill.jedlicka@gmail.com for more details.
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Project Healing Waters: We will be having our last outing with the Veterans (for the past cycle) on
Thursday, September 15. I want to thank the Elma Conservation Club for sponsoring the PHW events
there. At this time, I do not yet have the dates of up-coming fly tying sessions at the Buffalo VA or
Amherst.

We were invited to have a table along with the FFF and others at their event; but, due to schedule conflicts,
we are short on people able to be there. One person is sufficient, but two makes for better company! Adam
at Orvis said they'd set us up with a table. The volunteer can bring a vise to tie to pass the time while
fielding questions about WNYTU from attendees. Thanks! [Bill Jedlicka]”


Orvis Fly-Tying Night: Mr. Jedlicka also sends this report - A very sincere “Thank You” to the 14
volunteers who came out to help tie flies to benefit WNY TU back on 6/9/16 and to our friends at Orvis
Buffalo for hosting the event! One of the volunteers, Jim Keech, even brought in 75 flies he previously
tied, donated them AND the fly box he had them in! Fly sales are a major source of revenue for our
organization; and the money raised through fly sales helps to underwrite important WNY TU initiatives
like Trout in The Classroom, Project Healing Waters and stream restoration projects.
Thanks for an evening of great banter, lots of laughs and a big pile of flies!
Our appreciation goes out to our 6/9/16 volunteer tiers: Tom DeWyer, Jeff Kohler, Dave Bollman, Jim
Keech, Nolan Jaimus, Andrew Nisbet, Adam Slovinski, Adam Schroeder, Andrew Smith, Kevin Harris,
Eric Samulski, Dave La Roche, Kevin O'Neil, Bill Jedlicka. [Editor’s Note: Please see images in the
“Photos” Section of this newsletter.]



From Mr. Chuck Godfrey, WNYTU’s Representative at the Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s
Clubs, State Council Delegate, WNYTU Conservation Committee Chair:
Trout in the Classroom: We have added Holland High School, Randolph Academy (Hamburg), and St.
Mary’s Elementary School (Swormsville) to our Trout in The Classroom program. This brings our total to
ten schools.

This summer, many chapter members assisted the DEC’s Allegany fisheries personnel with electroshocking
on numerous wild trout streams in Region 9. Scott Cornett will have the results at our February
meeting. Initial impressions are that the adult brown trout numbers are up from last year but not as high as
several years ago, that the adult rainbow population is still low, and that adult wild brook trout are still
doing well, despite the drought conditions prevalent through much of the summer in the
Region. Additionally, I’ve never seen as many truly large trout in the 30 years I’ve been helping with
this. Many of the streams held fish of 18” and more. It’s generally been a rarity to see even one fish that
size in a summer, although, in the past, we generally did only a few streams. It is hard to believe that a
small stream can hold these large trout. I’ve included pictures of a 21” and 22” brown that were shocked
from the run area of Cattaraugus Creek this year as examples. [See “Photos”, editor.]
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Stream Projects: We will be participating in a “Trees for Tribs” program, administered by the Wyoming
County Soil and Water Conservation District, on Saturday, September 24. The project will involve
planting trees and shrubs on the upper Oatka Creek. Participants will assemble at the Rock Glen Baptist
Church in Silver Springs (Route 19), Wyoming County, at 9:00. The planting will take place on property at
4311 Rte. 19 in Silver Springs. We have 200 trees and shrubs to deal with, 100 of which will require tree
tubes, so this will require a lot of manpower. We will be ending around noon or shortly thereafter. Please
come and help if you can. Also, try to let me, Chuck Godfrey, know ahead time, so we have an idea of
how many people will participate. We will not be serving lunch at this project.

Nominations: WNYTU chapter elections are scheduled for the October general meeting. Antoinette
Grote will be stepping down as president, because she is finishing up the second of her two year terms, the
maximum allowed under our by-laws. Tony Messina (Treasure), Dave Unetich (Secretary), and Gene
Romanyshyn (Vice President) hold one year terms and can all be elected again. The following directors’
positions are up this year: Jim Budny, Don Kwiatkowski, and Dave LaRoche. The terms all run for three
years. In addition, we have an open Board position that runs out in 2018. We will be accepting
nominations at the September and October general meetings. Please contact me, Chuck, at 440-6995 or
steelheader03@hotmail.com if you would like to run for these offices. Members are permitted to nominate
themselves.
Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs News: On Saturday September 24, the Erie County
Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs will be holding its annual National Hunting and Fishing Day
celebration. This national program began with the Erie County Federation at Elma Conservation
Club. The program will begin at 10:00 A.M. and end at 3:00 P.M. There will be shooting, archery, fishing,
fly tying and casting demos, crossbow activities, and more. For details see the Federation’s website
at www.eriectyfsc.org . Also, the Erie County Federation of Sportsmen’s Clubs awards up to five $200
scholarships each year to students in any of several different environmental or criminal justice majors. See
the Federation’s website www.eriectyfsc.org for details and an application.

Trout Unlimited Membership: TU is trying to increase membership and in an effort to do so, it is
offering the opportunity of adding family memberships at no cost to present members. You may sign up
spouses/partners and/or children. One copy of Trout magazine will be sent to each family, and a
complimentary copy of Stream Explorers magazine will be sent to the youth in each household. It’s
really easy to add family members, but you will need to have your membership number to do so. It
can be found on your membership card or your Trout magazine label. Existing members with a family
membership should go to: https://gifts.tumembership.org/familyaddition.
Existing members with a different type of membership should go to:
https://gifts.tumembership.org/family-membership-upgrade-form.
People who are not yet members should start with:
https://gifts.tumembership.org/member/intro. This will allow new members to sign up for halfprice and then to add family members as well.
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Volunteer Hours: Each year, we are charged with completing a “Chapter Financial Report” and
submitting it to National TU. Tony Messina, as Treasurer, takes care of the monetary part of the report; but
there is also a section in which we have to report the number of volunteer hours put in by chapter/TU
members on chapter activities I, Chuck Godfrey, take care of that reporting. Our fiscal year extends from
October 1, 2015, until September 30, 2016. If you have taken part in ANY event that is chapter or TU
related, we need to know it. This can include being on the computer on behalf of the chapter, representing
the chapter at a meeting, presenting at a meeting, etc. If there was a committee chair in charge of the
activity – as, for instance, our stream projects – that person will have kept a record and reported it to me. If
you were doing this individually, however, you should report directly to me by October 10, 2016. I try to
get this report done by November 1, as there is a deadline; and the State Council gets a rebate from
National -$500 per chapter I believe – for all that are submitted by the deadline. The one exception for
people acting as individuals would be aiding the DEC in their electroshocking efforts. Scott Cornett has
given me a list of all volunteers from this past summer, with how many days they worked; and I can get the
hours from that. The numbers of hours can be submitted to me (Chuck) by email at
steelheader03@hotmail.com . Thanks for your help.



Treasurer’s Report for the period 06/1/2016 through 08/31/2016 (prepared by Mr. Anthony
Messina):
prior period

this period

thru 05/31/16

thru 08/31/16

(CHECKING
ACCT)
BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT
INFLOWS:

$862.16

MAY 1, 2016
JUNE 1, 2016

$584.67

TU REBATES

$15.00
TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

MONTHLY MEETING

$70.00

MEMBERSHIP (EC Agricultural Society)

$50.00

STREAM PROJECTS

$15.00

$157.49

FLY-TYING MATERIALS

$13.00

TU PICNIC

$61.00
TOTAL
OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

$0.00

$277.49

$74.00

$584.67

MAY 31, 2016

$525.67

AUGUST 31, 2016

******************
prior period

this period

thru 05/31/16

thru 08/31/16

(MONEY MKT ACCT)

INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:
BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT

MAY 1, 2016

$24,752.11
$24,752.53

JUNE 1, 2016
INTEREST - MAY

$0.42

INTEREST - JUNE

$0.41

INTEREST - JULY

$0.42

INTEREST - AUGUST

$0.42

NONE

MAY 31, 2016
AUGUST 31, 2016

$0.00

$0.00

$24,752.53
$24,753.78
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BALANCE
AT
BALANCE
AT



Editor’s Note: Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month
except for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is only
available twice a year (September and January). Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial
burden, to WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to
forgo the print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email). It would
help our organization considerably if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do
is send me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and
remove your name from the paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com

Articles:
Didymo (“Rock Snot”) Found in Clear Creek – Arcade

After being alerted by a fisherman (your
WNYTU Newsletter Editor) in early June,
DEC fish staff investigated an unusual bloom
of algae on Clear Creek at Jones Road. A
heavy blanket of light brown algae was
coating most of the stream bottom above the
bridge, particularly in the riffles. Lighter
amounts of the same algae were also found
downstream at Sparks and Bray Roads, but not
upstream of Cheney Brook or below Bray
Road. Since the algae fit the description of
Didymo, a sample was sent to the DEC
Biomonitoring Unit in Albany for positive
identification. A few days later it was
confirmed to be Didymo, aka “rock snot”.
This is the first confirmed bloom of Didymo
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By Scott Cornett DEC Fisheries Biologist

in DEC Region 9. A couple weeks, later a return visit to Jones Road showed the stream had experienced a high
flow event (water at least 2 feet above normal); and the Didymo, while still visible, was not nearly as dense as it
had been originally. Large mats of it were drying on the shore and hanging from streamside brush. Checks at all
the other bridges along the creek did not show visible signs of Didymo.
According to DEC biologists at the Biomonitoring Unit, the Clear Creek infestation seems to be following the
normal sequence of a Didymo infestation in New York waters. When first noticed, it is forming thick mats. This
lasts for some period of time. Then, following a bottom scouring high flow, the infestation is much reduced (and
distributed far downstream). Subsequently, it becomes just another part of the stream’s algal community. Exactly
what leads to Didymo blooms is unclear, but they appear to be tied to unusual nutrient cycling, particularly
involving phosphorous. DEC Fisheries staff did fish sampling in Clear Creek at two sites in mid-August, and we
did not notice any visible infestation at those sites (behind the old Foamex plant and at Sandbank Road) or at Jones
Road. Fish sampling was also done this summer on Cattaraugus Creek above Arcade, Hosmer Brook, Lime Lake
Outlet, McKinstry Creek and Elton Creek; and Didymo was not observed on any of these waters. While New York
DEC still considers Didymo to be an exotic, invasive species, there are considerable differences of opinion among
scientists and other state agencies on whether it may actually be an algae native to the eastern U.S. which has begun
to bloom because of changing environmental conditions. This link will take you to the DEC site on Didymo for
further information: http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/54244.html.
(Editor’s Note: More photographs which accompany Mr. Cornett’s article can be found in the “Photos” section of
this newsletter.)

***

SAVE THE DATE!!!!
Saturday, March 18, 2017
For the Second
Lenny Bigaj
WNY Trout Unlimited
Annual Banquet
Lucarelli's Banquet Center

Thanks, Dave LaRoche
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***

Photos:
Three more images of “Didymo” in Clear Creek (Arcade/Sandusky)
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(Submitted by Mr. Scott Cornett)
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Oatka Creek Electrofishing: Mr. Gordon Deitrick sends these images of the electrofishing
project, last spring, on Oatka Creek. He notes that lots of small brown trout were
“caught”.
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Orvis Fly-Tying Night: (Photos submitted by Mr. Bill Jedlicka).

Photos from a very rainy day at the fair – by Mr. Jeffrey Kohler.

Jeff Kohler, Tom DeWyer

Gene Romanyshyn, Dave
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Bollman

Chuck Godfrey’s electrofishing Pictures:

Our Advertiser
Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking

Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
716-496-7440
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Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows
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