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Next WNY TU Chapter Meeting:

Tuesday, September 25, 2018, 7:30 pm, at the Donovan
American Legion Post, 3210 Genesee Street, Cheektowaga, New York. Fly Tying begins at 6 p.m. Please
bring black and red thread, because we will by tying Woolly Buggers.
Our presenter, for the “entertainment” portion of the chapter meeting, will be Mr. Jim Markham of the New
York State Department of Environmental Conservation. He will discuss the steelhead fishery in Lake Erie
tributaries. This is always a fascinating and highly informative presentation. Please join us.

President’s Message:
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Hi Everyone,
Hope you all had a great summer. I have to start off this newsletter with some sad news. Jim Keech, who was
one of our longest serving members, passed away on August 5, 2018. A funeral service will be held at 1 p.m.
Sunday, September 23, at Calvary Episcopal Church, 20 Milton Street, Williamsville. Arrangements were made by
the D. Lawrence Ginnane Funeral Home. For those wishing to attend, there is a large municipal parking lot on the
south side of Main Street, which can be entered either from Main Street or Cayuga Road. I didn't know Jim really

well; but he was certainly a gentleman and had
supported TU's activities for decades, including
tying hundreds of flies which he donated to
support our fundraising efforts. Following are
observations made by two of the members who
knew him best. The first is from Tom Piwowar:

"Jim was a long-time member who was a
regular at the meetings held at the Buffalo Savings
Bank community room on Main Street when I
joined TU sometime in the 1970's. He helped on
countless stream projects and was one of the best
fly tyers in the club. He quietly donated hundreds
to us for raffles and banquets and was just as
generous on the stream When he could not
manage anymore, he gave me his materials to pass on to Dave (Bollman)for tying with the veterans.
Jim was an English professor at Buffalo State and wrote newsletter articles under the pen name "M T
Creel". He attended State Council meetings with us and started the tradition of toasting the evening's fishing
around the campfire with a shot of Tullamore Dew sipped from a battered tin cup.”

Jim participated in TU's stream projects, toting material and swinging a sledge. Although he worked hard, he
often seemed more interested in snipping branches that impeded his casting. We could use that help now on a few
stretches of steam. Naturally, Jim could wander away to try his luck, maybe at that favorite stretch of his just
upstream from Metcalf Road on the East Koy (sorry Jim, that I gave that away).
As what is now called a side gig, Jim worked in Doug Reed's Orvis shop, mainly tying flies and dispensing
wisdom. Jim was well known for his beautifully tied flies, mainly dries. Al Olsen recalls that he still has some of
Jim's gnats, unused, as it is too challenging to thread a size 28. Many other TU'ers had a sampling of Jim's flies in
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This next set of comments is by Gordie Dietrick: “Jim Keech 1933 – 2018”
“I was sad to read that Jim Keech passed away on August 5th. Jim was a very early, if not founding, member of
the Western New York Chapter of Trout Unlimited. If I recall correctly, Jim and his good buddy, Al Himmel, first
appeared in the early 70's when the chapter was meeting in Hamburg. Those were the days when Pete Shaffer,
George Rowe, Bob Wetzel, Bill Hake, Ron Laske, Ed Ratajczak and Warren Hammond were the heart of the
chapter.
Jim was an officer and board member of our chapter and one of the editors of “Trout Fishing in Western New
York”, a chapter publication, Occasionally, board meetings were held at his Crescent Avenue home (Buffalo Parkside). Fishing books lined the shelves in this beautiful Victorian-era house. His fly-tying bench was in a small
upstairs room set aside for his fly tying and rod building ventures.
When the chapter was beginning, every spring we would attend New York State Council meetings at the Atrium
Lodge in Roscoe, NY. While Jim was not always a delegate, he found a way to tag along, of course bringing a
bottle of fine Irish whiskey with him. We usually stayed at the Twin Islands Campground (washed away in the
floods several years ago), just west of Roscoe, and adjacent to the Beaverkill's School House Pool. On one warm
June afternoon, as most of our small group sat around a picnic table sipping Jim's whiskey, he was waist deep,
casting to a trout near the far bank. The trout of considerable size was sipping no-see-ems and ignoring Jim's best
efforts. Jim changed flies a number of times, lengthened his leader, and about two hours later caught a beautiful
18- inch brown trout. Just goes to show us fellow fishermen what persistence will do!

their fly boxes. Beside tying flies, Jim built a few rods that were also finely made. Al Olsen has one, obtained
through an exchange of a bottle of Tullamore Dew, that he successfully used this spring on the Willowemoc.
Being a native of the South, Jim didn't grow up trout fishing but picked it up later, probably when he moved to
Buffalo to teach English at Buffalo State College. Shakespearean English was his specialty, if I recall
correctly. As I struggle to write these paragraphs, I wish I had even a little of Jim's talent.
Most summers, Jim Keech and fellow Buff State professors would drive out west to Montana and Wyoming to fish
famous waters, mostly staying in a tent in primitive National Forest campgrounds. As most of you know, Jim wrote
a moving obituary when Al Himmel passed away a year or so ago.
Once again, the Chapter has lost a valuable member and true gentleman.
Gordon Deitrick - past chapter president and friend of Jim Keech"
As Gordie and Tom have both stated, we've lost a great member and an even better man. The following is a
poem written by Jim, which will be read by me at his memorial:
In the closed season,
Fettered by winter's chill,
My Wordsworthian soul
Seeks summer's spots of time.
The inward eye surveys September streams:
A flash from the Beaverkill's morning mist,
Air of pastel softness
And slanting sunlight
Glistening
Upon a trout's silver circles.
There a white-winged Coachman glides
Upon the dark water's promise.
Life's vortex swirls,
And my phantom arm lifts
With the throbbing of silent laws.

We are due to have elections at the October general meeting. Per our by-laws, the Board is required to present a
slate of officers and directors to the general membership. This does not mean that only those people can run. The
floor is open for nominations at both the September and October general meetings, with elections following at the
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As I hope you all know, we've been changing much of how the chapter conducts business. Principally, this
involves conducting most business activity at the Board meetings, and keeping the business part of the membership
meetings short, generally under 15 minutes, and then getting to our speaker. It seems as if average attendance has
more than doubled since we began this in early 2017, so we will be continuing it. We will use the newsletter to
report on all actions taken and any actions we're contemplating. Please keep in mind that the September newsletter
is the only one that is printed and mailed anymore. We'd really rather send them all out by email. Please consider
sending your email address to Russ Shefrin at adkruss@gmail.com and requesting to receive the newsletter only
electronically. It will only add one piece of email per month in at most 10 months. We DO NOT give this email
out to any other groups, nor do we send other information to you via the newsletter email list. There is even an
option to opt out of receiving attachments if you don't want them.

October meeting. The presidency is a two-year term, and this is the end of my second year. According to our bylaws, I can serve at most another consecutive term. Tony Messina as treasurer and Dave Unetich as secretary have
terms ending also. Antoinette Grote has decided not to seek reelection as vice president, so there is a spot to fill
there. We have nine Board members who each serve 3-year terms, with sets of three being elected each year. This
year, the terms of Gary Coons, Bob Bohner, and Joe Morgan are up. Joe and Bob just joined the Board over the
course of the last year, but they did so in order to fill in vacant unexpired terms. We're always looking for new
leadership, and especially new ideas, so nominate someone for a position, or even nominate yourself. Last year
was the first time we had a contested election in many, many years. I think the group is made the stronger by
having more people who want to serve than there are open positions.
I won't have anything to report from the State Council at this time, because its quarterly meeting is held after
submissions for the newsletter are due. However, I will give updates in future newsletters.
The Trout in the Classsroom program is alive and well. We're continuing our programs in Gowanda H.S. shared with the Red House Brook Chapter, Holland H.S., Randolph Academy in Hamburg, Lackawanna M.S.,
Nichols M.S., Maryvale M.S., St Mary's Elementary School in Swormville, and Newfane H.S.

(Above left – Nichols School (Buffalo) students take part in a “trout release”. Above right – A specimen, raised by
students at Randolph Academy in Hamburg, about to gain its freedom!)

Although, due to issues beyond our control, we weren't able to participate in a major stream project this past
summer, there are two on the slate for next year. We were unable to work on the Crow Creek habitat and culvert
project in Wyoming County due to a decision by USFWS that the new culvert would not be wide enough. That
meant a possible redesign and certainly more money for the project. USFWS did agree to pay for a feasibility study
to see if they were correct, so, either way, the project should be able to be completed next summer. We participated
in a joint project with the Red House Brook Chapter, Department of Environmental Conservation, Cattaraugus
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Our cooperating teacher at Brockport H.S. has retired, but the program will be moving to Hill H.S. in the same
District. We have also picked up a new school - Riverside Academy in Buffalo, so we are now back up to ten
schools in the program. If you know a teacher, or if your children or grandchildren know a teacher who might be
interested, have him/her contact Chuck Godfrey at steelheader03@hotmail.com

County Soil and Water Conservation District, and others to stabilize an eroding bank on Elton Creek and will plant
trees and shrubs there next spring.
Our entertainment this month will be Jim Markham, from the DEC's Dunkirk Office, who will discuss the
steelhead fishery in the Lake Erie tributaries. This is always a great, great presentation; and, if you fish for
steelhead, you shouldn't miss it.
Our entertainment for the October meeting will be our own newsletter editor Russ Shefrin. His topic will be
“The Nature Faker Controversy of 1903 – 1908”. The November meeting will feature Rick Kustich, renowned
fly fisherman and author, who will speak on steelhead and salmon.
December will include our annual Christmas party at the Donovan Post (December 4, 2018). There will be more
information posted on this in the future. This brings up another major change we're making. After many, many
years of meeting at the Donovan Post, we are going to be moving to a different site, starting in January. The Orvis
Shop on Transit Road in Williamsville (actually Clarence) has offered to host all our meetings, and we have
accepted. We held our March meetings there the last two years, and the turnout was tremendous. I think it was
over 50 this past March and 60 the year before. We think it was a combination of the meeting site and the ability of
Orvis to promote it through their contact system that resulted in the increase. Many non-members attended each
meeting, far more than when we hold a meeting at the Post, so we're making the change in hopes of getting our
message out to more of the public.

Finally, TU's fiscal year starts October 1st each year and ends on September 30th the next. For any of our
activities where there was a chairman in charge, he will have kept track of volunteer hours and will report them to
me. I take care of it for our meetings. If you volunteered electroshocking with the DEC this past summer, Scott
Cornett keeps track of that and gives me a list early in October, so we have that covered. If you did anything else
on behalf of TU, though, please let me know what it was and how much time you spent. This would include time
you spent on researching things of value/use for TU on the computer for instance, which we would have no way of
knowing about. If you've got anything you think should be included, please email the number of hours and what
you were doing. For instance, there are a couple of people I know who have spent a lot of time on the computer on
behalf of TU in general, and this chapter in particular. They need to get that information to me so we can include it
in our chapter report to National.
For those of you receiving this via email, I've included pictures of one of our repaired projects on the Wiscoy,
and an 18 3/4" wild brown that was electroshocked at one of the sites we've worked on over the years. (Please
“Photography” section. Ed.)
Chuck Godfrey, Chapter President.
Editor’s Note: Mr. John Fik sent us this memory of Jim Keech. Mr. Fik, who now lives in the Adirondacks, is a
former member of the WNY Chapter of TU and keeps in touch with our activities via the newsletter:
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Sorry to hear about Jim Keech. He and Al Himmel were good friends
as I recall. Met them a few times on the Oatka when I lived out that
way. Listening to him and Al tell stories about their fishing and
watching them give a play by play of 2 hendrickson duns mating was a
trip, LOL. I will always remember that visit with them.

Announcements:
•

A Report by Mr. Dave Bollman:
Shows: The Erie County Fair was a GREAT success. I want to say “thanks” to everyone who helped
with the booth. (You know who you are; so, I do not need to mention you by name.) We would not have
made $2101.50 without your help, because I cannot do it alone. Special thanks go out to Karen Bollman
for the countless hours of baking cookies for the stream projects. Her efforts generated $354 for WNYTU
– Great Job! Finally, I want to thank George Welch and Bill Koerner for the great flies they donated.
Project Healing Waters: Fly tying starts, at the Buffalo VA Hospital, on October 4, 2018, and is held
from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.

Stream Projects: A Report from Mr. Joseph Morgan. The Elton Creek “Lunker” project was
completed in August in conjunction with the Red House Brook Chapter, Cattaraugus Soil and Water
Conservation District ,New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, and WNYTU. On 125
feet of streambank six lunker structures, totaling 48 ft. in length, were installed along with 210 tons of stone

for bank stabilization and habitat creation. (Ed. Note: Please see additional images of the Elton Creek
project in the “Photography” section of this newsletter.) In the spring, we plan on doing tree planting at the
site. The Crow Creek Brook Trout Project was put on hold while the US Fish and Wild Life Service
reevaluates the original culvert sizing that was chosen for the road crossing. Hopefully, this project will get
underway next year. We are also looking to get involved with the Trees for Tributaries grant program that
the NYDEC has initiated. Over the Winter, potential sites will be evaluated. I will keep you updated as the
process moves along. The Wyoming County SWCD, along with the DEC, repaired some of the cribbing
and revetment logs on Wiscoy Creek at the Wyoming County Fairgrounds. These structures were damaged
during some high-water events that have occurred over the last few years. Finally, a number of WNYTU
members assisted the DEC in stream electroshocking studies throughout Region 9 over the summer. The
DEC will report on the results at the February Chapter Meeting. Thanks to everyone who helped out on all
the projects this past year.
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•

•

Treasurer’s Report for the Period June 1, 2018 – August 31, 2018 (Submitted by Mr. Anthony
Messina):

prior period

this period

thru 05/31/18

thru 08/31/18

(CHECKING ACCT)
BALANCE AT

MAY 1, 2018

BALANCE AT

JUNE 1, 2018

$988.82
$600.18

INFLOWS:

TRANS FROM MONEY MKT
ACCT.

$500.00
TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

MONTHLY MEETING

$0.00
$75.00

SHOWS

$19.46

STREAM PROJECTS

$263.64

MEMBERSHIPS

MAY 31, 2018

BALANCE AT

AUGUST 31, 2018

$528.10

$50.00
TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

$500.00

$388.64

$547.56

$600.18
$552.62

************
prior period

this period

thru 05/31/18

thru 08/31/18

(MONEY MKT ACCT)
MAY 1, 2018

BALANCE AT

JUNE 1, 2018

INFLOWS:

INTEREST - May

$23,261.54
$23,261.94
$0.40

INTEREST - June

$0.38

INTEREST - July

$0.39

INTEREST - August

$0.39
TOTAL INFLOWS:

OUTFLOWS:

$1.16

TRANS TO CHECKING
ACCOUNT

$500.00
TOTAL OUTFLOWS:

BALANCE AT

MAY 31, 2018

BALANCE AT

AUGUST 31, 2018

$500.00
$23,261.94
$22,763.10
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BALANCE AT

•

Editor’s Note: Our “Trout Talk” newsletter is published in an expanded electronic format each month
except for July, August, and December. In order to contain costs, the (typically brief) print version is only
available once a year, namely, in September. Unfortunately, even on this schedule, the financial burden, to
WNY TU, of the print newsletter remains considerable. Many of our members have agreed to forgo the
print edition and to accept only the electronic version (which is sent to them via email). It would help our
organization considerably if more of our members agreed to this arrangement. All you have to do is send
me your e-mail and surface mail addresses so that I can add you to the electronic mailing list and remove
your name from the paper mailing list. I can be reached at AdkRuss@roadrunner.com

Photography
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Mr. Joe Morgan provides us with “pre” and “post” photos of the work on Elton Creek. The first two are the
“pre’s” and the last two are “post’s”.
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***

This summer’s electroshocking projects captured not only fish but also the attention of photographers. Mr.
Chuck Godfrey and Mr. Richard Stamps have submitted these images:

Above, Mr. Godfrey snapped this view of a repaired section on the Wiscoy.
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And, below, here’s that big brown trout Mr. Godfrey promised in his President’s Message.

The next images are the work of Mr. Richard Stamps, who has kindly provided them for our enjoyment:

On Trout Brook, near Pike, N.Y. – July 19, 2018.
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A denizen of Clear Creek, Ellington – July 24, 2018.

And this is what it took to catch the afore pictured fish! (Clear Creek – July 24, 2018).

Dedicated electrofishers hard at work on Hosmer Brook – August 1, 2018.
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***

Our Advertiser

Whispering Pines Fish Farm
Pond Stocking
Trout, Bass, Perch, Minnows

Grass Carp, Koi, Crayfish
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716-496-7440

